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PRESIDENT’S  REPORT. 

To  His  Excellency,  Hon.  Henry  L.  Mitchell,  Governor  of 
Florida : 

Sir  : The  statute  requires  that  the  President  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health  shall  make  “an  annual  report  to 
^he  Governor  of  all  expenditures,  in  a clear  and  concise 
statement,  together  with  any  special  observation,  recom- 
mendation or  facts  that  he  may  present,  that  would  be 
conducive  to  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
State;”  therefore,  in  compliance  therewith,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  expressed  washes  of  my  confreres  of  the 
Board,  I desire  to  invite  your  attention  to  some  matters 
connected  wath  the  Health  Protective  System  of  Florida, 
which  the  Board,  at  its  recent  annual  meeting,  judged 
should  be  presented  to  you  for  careful  consideration. 

The  annual  report  of  the  State  Health  Officei  enteis 
so  fully  into  the  detail  management  of  health  affairs,  nar- 
rating all  important  happenings  in  this  line,  that  it  is  only 
necessary  that  I enclose  the  same  to  you  as  containing  a 
replete  statement  of  chronological  facts  in  the  Boaid  s his- 
tory of  the  past  year. 

It  is  wdth  pleasure,  in  which  I know^  you  wdll  shaie, 
that  the  Board  announces  no  visitation  of  epidemic  disease 
during  the  past  }^ear;  especially  is  this  a matter  of  satis- 
faction in  our  methods  wffien  it  is  remembered  that  Yello^v 
Fever  during  several  months  last  summer  thieatened  the 
State  on  both  the  northern  and  southern  borders.  Small 
Pox  and  other  diseases  of  infectious  nature  have  been  le- 
ported  in  nearly  every  other  State,  and  Florida  had  to 
stand  guard  on  her  border  lines  to  fight  back  the  diseases 
that  evidenced  a less  zealous  care  of  the  public  health  on 
the  part  of  our  neighbors.  The  feasibility  of  maintaining 
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through  our  ports  commercial  relations  with  the  south 
lying  countries  with  safety  to  the  public  health,  during 
the  summer  months,  has  also  been  demonstrated  to  the 
gratification  of  the  Board.  The  successful  operation  of 
the  quarantine  “plants”  at  Pensafpla,  and  Mullet  Key  in 
Tampa  Bay,  has  induced  the  Board  to  make  the  necessary 
appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a similar  equipment  at 
Fernandina.  The  necessity  for  an  efficient  plant  on  the^^ 
Atlantic  coast  has  long  been  apparent  to  the  Board,  but, 
for  the  lack  of  means,  the  erection  of  this  known  aid  to 
commercial  intercourse  in  safety  had  to  be  postponed. 
The  Fernandina  plant  is  to  be  of  the  style  of  the  one  now 
at  Mullet  Key,  and  the  apparatus  will  be  according  to  the 
most  approved  pattern,  and  in  harmony  witli  the  latest 
accepted  views  of  maritime  sanitists.  It  is  reasonably  safe 
to  say  that  this  station  will  be  in  operation  during  the 
present  season,  when,  with  the  other  coast  protection, 
Florida  will  be  effectually  bulwarked  against  the  impor- 
tation of  disease,  whether  from  the  Gulf  or  Atkntic. 

The  Board  is  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  all 
health  protective  measures  of  the  State  should  be,  to  se- 
cure the  best  results,  under  one  authority,  nor  should  this 
responsibility  be  divided,  and  as  a move  in  this  direction 
it  earnestly  recommends  that  all  the  quarantines  in  the 
State  be  maintained  under  the  authority  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health ; a matter  which  the  Board  trusts  may 
be  favorably  presented  by  you  in  your  ne.xt  annual  mess- 
age to  the  Legislature.  A fact  in  this  connection  woit  y 
of  your  Excellency’s  attention  is,  that  the  fees,  when  col- 
lected, will  be  amply  sufficient  to  maintain  the  maritime 
health  service  without  additional  cost  or  help  from  the 

State.  . . 

In  regard  to  internal  sanitary  measures  as  distin- 
guished from  coast  protection  there  might  be  a great  deal 
said,  but  the  remarks  of  the  State  Health  Officer  on  these 


l' 


State  Board  of  Health.  5 

subjects  are  so  full  of  practical  suggestions  that  I refrain 
from  going  into  detail.  I may  mention,  however,  that  as 
vaccination  is  known  to  afford  immunity  to  small  pox 
the  board  solicits  your  assistance  in  presenting  this  mat- 
ter to  the  legislative  portion  of  the  State  government, 
urging  a statute  which  will  compel  those  in  attendance 
upon  schools  in  this  State  and  in  the  employment  of  fac- 
tories to  be  vaccinated  as  a pre-requisite  of  entrance. 
This  enactment  could  very  wisely  be  made  to  include  the 
gangs  of  railroad  laborers  also,  as  they  are  of  a transient 
class  and  are  likely  transporters  and  transmitters  of  many 
diseases.  The  board  also  asks  your  Excellency’s  consid- 
eration of  the  questions  of  sanitary  nuisances,  which  is 
so  concisely  and  clearly  discussed  by  the  State  Health 
Officer  in  his  report.  The  board  agrees  with  the  State 
Health  Officer  as  to  the  necessity  existing  for  a clear  and 
definite  statute  on  this  subject.  The  Legislature  should 
define  what  are  sanitary  nuisances  prejudicial  to  the  pub- 
lic health  and  provide  for  a speedy  and  simple  method, 
divested  of  all  technicalities  of  law,  by  which  the  sup- 
pression of  these  nuisances  can  be  effected  by  the  State 
Board  and  its  agents.  The  Board  has  had  so  many  com- 
plaints of  late  from  individuals  and  citizens  collectively 
of  the  apathy  and  indifference  on  the  part  of  municipal 
governments  to  give  relief  in  this  particular,  that  it 
would  seem  that  a way  should  be  provided,  first  to  deter- 
mine what  are  nuisances  calculated  to  produce  disease, 

and,  second,  a remedj'  b}'  abatement. 

Much  time  and  attention  has  been  given  to  the  col- 
lection of  the  life  data  of  the  State,  and  the  methods  em- 
ployed, with  deductions  arrived  at  are  very  interestingly 
set  forth  in  the  State  Health  Officer’s  reflections  on  the 

subject.  While,  as  I understand,  the  collection  of  vital 

statistics  in  this  State  is  yet  in  its  infancy  and  thus  neces- 
sarily somewhat  incomplete,  it  however,  tends  to  show  a 
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relative  mortality  rate  which  is  flattering  to  our  State. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  data  is  collected  mainly  in  a 
manner  that  entails  no  cost  to  the  State  aside  from  the 
clerical  work  of  compilation,  the  Board  most  respectfully 
;recommends  it  to  your  approval. 

The  scares  of  last  summer,  comprised  in  the  Pensa- 
cola cases  and  the  Port  Tampa  affair,  are  freely  discussed 
elsewhere  by  the  State  Health  Officer,  and  I merely  allud® 
to  them  here  to  indicate  to  your  Excellency  the  very  ad- 
mirable management  of  the  same.  When  it  is  considered 
that  the  Brunswick  trouble,  in  a neighboring  State,  which 
gave  rise  to  great  confusion  in  commercial  traffic  and 
travel  therein,  occasioned  to  Florida  no  interruption  of 
trade,  and  but  slight  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  her  citi- 
zens, the  benefits  arising  from  a State  Board  of  Health, 
with  full  and  discretionary  authority  in  matters  of  quar- 
antine, can  be  best  understood  and  appreciated,  and  I be- 
lieve the  more  the  public  seriously, consider  these  matters 
the  less  willing  will  the  citizens  of  Florida  be  to  surrender 
their  State  police  powers  in  the  matter  of  health  protec- 
tion. 

There  is  yet  another  matter  which  the  State  Board 
requests  that  I bring  to  your  notice  and  solicit  your  sanc- 
tion and  co-operation.  The  continual  visits  to  our  west- 
ern coast  of  Spanish  smacks  engaged,  it  is  known,  in  illicit 
traffffc  seriousl}"  menaces  the  health  of  the  State  by  Yellow 
Fever.  The  Board  thinks  that  authority  should  be  vested 
in  the  State  Health  Officer  and  his  deputies  to  make  ar- 
rests of  these  and  other  offenders  against  the  quarantine 
laws  and  regulation  of  the  State  luithout  warrant,  turning 
the  offenders  over  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  nearest  county  as 
soon  as  possible,  or  practicable,  after  arrest,  and  to  try  the 
same  before  a court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  the  county 
delivered,  irrespective  of  the  waters  of  the  county  where 
the  arrest  is  made.  Your  Excellency  can  well  under- 
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stand  that  by  the  methods  now  in  vogue  it  is  almost  an 
impossibility  to  capture,  or  punish,  these  offenders  against 
the  health  of  our  State,  for  a complaint  must  be  first 
sworn  out  against  the  culprit  before  a J ustic^  of  the  Peace 
(who  resides  not  infrequently  many  miles  distant),  and  a 
Sheriff,  or  his  deputy,  sent  to  make  the  arrest.  In  the 
meantime  “the  bird  has  flown,”  for  transgressors  of  any 
law  do  not  generally  wait  passively  for  arrest.  If  your 
Excellency  will  invite  the  attention  of  the  next  Legisla- 
ture to  this  and  other  points  mentioned  herein,  the  Board 
feels  that  a hearing  and  favorable  action  will  be  taken. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  commend  to  your  Excel- 
lency, in  which  the  members  of  the  Board  heartily  join 
me,  the  faithful,  conscientious  and  pains-taking  labor  of 
the  employes  of  the  Board  during  the  past  year.  The 
work  of  the  Board  has  been  accomplished  without  fric- 
tion, and  in  a manner  to  obtain  most  excellent  results,  all 
of  which  are  now  submitted  to  your  Excellency  and  the 
public  of  Florida  to  express  thereon  both  opinion  and  de- 
cision. I am.  Governor, 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  B.  Henderson, 
President  State  Board  of  Health. 


igs 

it 

HEALTH  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  March  31,  1894. 

To  the  Honorable  President  and  Members  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  of  Florida : 

Following  the  usual  custom  at  this  season,  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  and  State  Health  Officer  for  the  year 
1893,  is  herewith  submitted,  for  such  action  relating  to 
its  further  transmission  to  His  Excellency,  the  Governor 
of  Florida,  as  you  and  they  may  deem  advisable. 

The  constant  and  attentive  reader  of  the  monthly 
publication  and  various  bulletins  of  the  Board  during  the 
year  will  recognize  in  the  within  report  many  chionolog- 
ical  facts  which  have  been  previously  published ; some  of 
them  are  now  presented  in  the  original  form  as  first  made 
mention  of,  and  others  in  slightly  altered  dress  of  phrase- 
ology, but  distinctly  recognizable.  Pardon  may  perhaps 
be  asked  for  this  repetition,  but  it  is  thought  in  a history 
of  yearly  events,  such  as  an  annual  report  is  proposed  to 
outline,  an  interest  in  the  subject  discussed  is  enhanced^ 
rather  than  diminished,  by  a connected  record  of  the 
work  and  efforts  of  the  Board,  and  may  therefore  be  con- 
sidered as  a compilation  of  what  has  been  previously 
written  with  reflections  and  suggestions  for  future  public 
improvement. 

The  last  annual  report  concluded  the  recital  of  ser- 
vice of  the  Board  during  the  period  for  vdiich  it  had  been 
appointed  by  the  former  State  administration,  and  it  was 
then  remarked  that  the  Board  had  occasion  to  feel  a par- 
donable pride  in  the  success  that  it  had  achieved  duiing 
the  four  years  of  its  incumbency.  Its  administration  had 
not  only  inspired  confidence  and  respect  at  home  among 
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the  people  it  was  especially  charged  to  serve,  buifit  had 
likewise  earned  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  sanitary 
bodies  and' the  public  in  general  throughout  the  country. 
This  has  very  clearly  been  made  manifest  by  commenda- 
toiy  notices  in  sanitary  journals  of  other  States  and  from 
letters  and  communications  from  different  sections  of  the 
United  States.  By  its  firm  but  conservative  course  of  ac- 
tion the  Board  has  suppressed  frights,  averted  panics  and 
contributed  to  build  up  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
State.  The  State  Board  of  Health,  dealing  with  the  re- 
sponsible questions  of  the  life  of  and  the  preservation  of 
the  health  of  the  citizens  of  Florida,  has  always  been 
thoroughly  conscious  of  the  responsibility  of  the  position 
in  which  it  was  placed,  and  has  ever  tried  to  conduct  the 
health  affairs  entrusted  to  its  care  in  an  equitable  and  in- 
telligent manner. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  always  been  consist- 
ent in  its  acts  and  teachings.  It  has  tried  to  suggest  and 
advise  only  those  measures  in  hygiene  and  sanitation 
which  are  capable  of  practicable  application  by  the  people 
of  Florida.  It  has  carefully  avoided  theoretical  discus- 
sions and  matters  that  are  purely  medical.  It  under- 
stands that  its  duty  is  to  teach  how  to  prevent  disease  and 
not  to  cure  it.  It  has  pleaded  for  cleanliness,  individual, 
domestic  and  municipal;  for  better  drainage  and  disposal 
of  sewage  of  the  towns  of  the  State ; has  warned  against 
the  marriages  of  those  of  sickly  constitution  or  hereditary 
taint,  and,  in  fact,  has  dealt  solel}^  with  those  questions  that 
could  be  well  understood  by  the  average  reader  or  individ- 
ual citizen.  The  NOTES  the  State  Board  of  Health  in 
print’’  has,  through  its  limited  space,  endeavored  to  estab- 
lish the  proof  of  the  healthfulness  of  Florida,  and  to  justify 
the  claim  made  by  its  citizens  of  a natural  sanitarium,  by 
publishing  each  month  a record  of  vital  statistics,  and  en- 
deavoring to  create  an  interest  in  preventive  remedies. 
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indicating  how  certain  diseases  can  be  avoided,  and  what 
sections  or  counties,  by  the  exemption  of  certain  dis- 
eases, are  presumably  adapted  to  the  cure  or  treatment  of 
•those  disorders.  These  are  subjects  in  the  line  of  sanita- 
tion which,  it  is  believed,  the  general  public  will  listen  to 
and  become  interested  in.  Unfortunately,  man  thinks  to 
protect  his  interests  in  almost  every  other  way  except  in 
the  line  of  health.  It  cannot  be  said  that  sanitation  is  a 
popular  subject  with  the  public.  It  is  rather  looked  upon 
us  a fad  of  the  doctors,  and  unless  the  subjects  generally 
known  as  hygienic  measures  are  placed  before  the  public, 
stripped  of  all  theories,  and  are  common  sense  in  applica- 
tion, the  work  of  the  sanitist  is  for  naught.  Idiosyncra- 
oies  are  never  considered  to  be  truths  or  safe  guides  to  fol- 
low in  any  occupation  of  life,  much  less  in  matters  that 
pertain  directly  to  the  art  of  living.  The  public  wants 
practical  teachers,  and  the  State  Board  of  Health  seeks  to 
be  this  medium. 

GENERAL  HEALTH. 

It  is  a cause  of  sincere  congratulation  that  the  execu- 
tive officer  of  the  Board  is  enabled  to  state  that  during 
the  past  year  Florida  has  suffered  from  no  epidemics,  al- 
though Yellow  Fever  was  more  than  usually  severe  in 
Havana,  and  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  prevailed  at 
Brunswick,  Ga.  This  immunity,  it  is  thought,  is  due  en- 
tirely to  the  vigilance  exercised  over  travel,  and  the  ac- 
tive supervision  of  maritime  medical  inspection.  The  sea- 
port cities  of  the  State  have  enjoyed  more  perfect  health 
d.uring  the  past  twelve  months  than  for  many  previous 
years.  This  has  been  the  comment  of  practitioners  of 
medicine  throughout  the  State.  The  “ Continued  Fevers  ” 
w^ere  less  in  prevalence,  and  the  monthly  reports  of  the 
agents  of  the  Board  continually  testified  to  the  campara- 
tive  healthfulness  of  the  entire  State.  Of  the  preventable 
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diseases  that  have  occurred  in  different  portions  of  the 
State  none  can  be  traced  to  distinct  foci  within  the  State, 
but  in  every  instance  the  cases  occurring  were  found  to 
have  been  imported  from  bordering  States  or  States  at  a 
distance.  This  is  particularly  true  of  Diptheria,  and  the 
cases  at  Mohawk,  in  Lake  county,  are  cited,  where  it  was 
positively  ascertained  that  the  disease  was  imported  from 
Connecticut,  through  a visiting  member  of  the  family. 

Of  the  preventable  diseases  the  mortality  has  been: 

Bulletins  of  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths  reported 
by  physicians,  midwives  and  others  during  the  year 
have  been  published  monthly  in  the  “Florida  Health 
Notes.”  The  deaths  from  all  causes  in  a population  (census) 
of  391,422  numbered  3,219. 

From  these  reports  we  find  that  Consumption  caused 
385  deaths  during  1893;  being  a death  rate  of  0.983-f-per 
1,000  of  population.  Of  this  nnmber  98  were  Floridians, 
137  were  from  other  States,  86  were  foreigners  and  of  64 
the  nativity  was  not  given.  Forty-eight  (48)  were  life 
residents,  51  had  resided  in  Florida  less  than  two  (2) 
years  and  the  remainder  had  made  their  homes  in  the 

State  for  varying  terms  of  years. 

Malarial  fever  was  the  cause  of  183  deaths  during 
the  year,  or  0.467-|-per  1,000  of  the  population.  Pneu- 
monia caused  162  deaths,  a rate  of  0.411-f-pei'  1,000 ; 
while  129  or  0.329+died  of  heart  disease,  and  83  (0.212-f 
per  1,000  of  population)  were  caused  by  Typhoid  Fever. 

In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  various  statistical 
tables  compiled  from  the  reports  received  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  consumption,  which  seem 
apparently  to  occur  among  the  native  population,  it  is 
thought  to.  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  genial  climate  and 
balsam-ladened  atmosphere  of  Florida,  holding  out  in- 
ducements of  return  to  health  and  usefulness  to  those 
whose  hacking  coughs  and  wasted  frames  had  been  con- 
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dernned  in  a Northern  clime  to  an  early  grave,  has,  and 
continues  to,  attract  large  numbers  of  this  class  of  inva- 
lids to  the  State,  who  by  free  intercourse  and  with  no 
precautionary  measures  taken,  have  tended  to  inoculate 
or  transmit  the  disease  to  the  native  population.  This 
subject  has  attracted  so  much  attention  during  the  year 
that  on  behalf  of  the  Board  the  State  Health  Officer  has 
by  warnings  and  advice  sought  to  imbue  the  people  of 
the  State  with  the  necessity  for  caution  in  caring  for  this 
olass  of  invalids,  both  in  the  domestic  circle  and  in  places 
of  public  entertainment. 

YELLOW  FEVER. 

Yellow  fever  was  reported  during  the  past  quaran- 
tine season  at  the  station  of  the  Escambia  Countv  Board 

%/ 

of  Health  (Pensacola,  Fla.)  and  at  the  United  States  sta- 
tion at  Tortugas. 

On  July  22d  the  Spanish  steamship  “Leonora”  ar- 
rived at  the  Pensacola  Quarantine  Station  from  Sagua  la 
Orande,  three  days  voyage,  having  touched  at  various 
infected  ports  within  the  previous  ninety  days.  No  sick- 
ness on  board  on  arrival  nor  during  the  cruise.  Water 
ballast.  The  shijD  was  disinfected  and  fumigated  on  the 
24th  and  placed  in  five  days  detention  for  observation. 
On  the  26th  a sailor  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  having 
had  fever  one  day.  He  returned  to  the  vessel  on  the 
28th  “verv  well.”  On  the  27th  another  man  was  taken 

t/ 

sick  and  admitted  to  the  hospital  on  the  28th.  On  the 
28th  a third  man  was  sent  to  the  hospital  with  slight 
fever.  On  the  29th  a fourth  man  was  sick  and  placed  in 
the  hospital  on  the  31st.  On  this  day  one  sailor  admitted 
to  the  hospital,  as  reported,  on  the  28th,  was  discharged, 
leaving  two  of  the  vessel’s  crew  still  in  the  hospital.  On 
August  1st  both  cases  had  developed  into  Yellow  Fever. 
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The  “Leonora”  was  at  once  ordered  to  the  Chandelieur 
Quarantine  Station  (U.  S,  Govt).,  and  the  State  Board  of 
Health  communicated  with  by  the  Escambia  County  Au- 
thorities. Dr.  R.  C.  AVhite,  Physician  in  Charge  of  the 
Escambia  County  Quarantine  Station,  isolated  the  cases 
and  quarantined  himself  with  attendants  who  had  come 
in  contact,  and  Dr.  W.  E.  Anderson,  local  member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  assumed  charge  of  Dr.  White’s 
duties  in  his  enforced  absence.  The  “Leonora”  returned 
to  Pensacola  August  11th,  after  undergoing  disinfection 
at  Chandelieur  and  without  developing  any  sickness  at 
that  point. 

On  August  8th  the  British  barkentine  “Antilla,’^ 
from  Havana,  arrived  at  the  Tortugas  Refuge  Station. 
In  entering  the  harbor  the  vessel  got  ashore  and  was  not 
docked  until  the  11th.  The  captain  was  taken  ill  shortly 
after  leaving  Havana  and  died  of  Yellow  Fever  the  after- 
noon of  August  12th,  nine  hours  after  being  taken  ashore. 
No  other  members  of  the  crew  were  reported  as  stricken 
down.  The  first  mate  had  been  left  at  Havana,  sick  with 
the  disease,  and  the  second  mate  had  recovered  from  an 
attack  before  the  vessel’s  departure. 

No  further  cases  were  reported  at  the  Florida  quar- 
antine stations  and  the  disease  was  successfully  managed 
and  confined  to  the  stations  designed  especially  for  the 

treatment  of  such  sickness. 

The  bark  “Anita  Berwind”  from  Havana,  which 
had  been  permitted  to  pass  the  Brunswick,  Ga.,  quaran- 
tine without  sufficient  detention  for  observation,  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Satilla  river,  to  a lumber  mill,  where  her 
captain  died  of  yellow  fever.  This  circumstance  attracted 
much  attention  from  the  sanitary  authorities  of  neigh- 
boring States,  and  fear  and  suspicion  were  expressed  of 
tho  quarantine  methods  practiced  at  the  port  of  Brunswick. 
So  pronounced  was  the  distrust  of  these  quarantine  ad- 
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ministrative  methods  that  the  Treasury  Department, 
through  the  Marine  Hospital  Service,  arranged  with  the 
local  authorities  to  take  charge  of,  and  manage  the  mari- 
time health  supervision  of  the  port  of  Brunswick.  No 
ill  results  in  the  way  of  transmitting  the  disease  seemed 
to  have  followed  the  case  of  the  captain  of  the  “Anita 
Berwind.’-’  The  non-existence  of  a State  Board  of  Health 
in  Georgia,  or  any  central  State  Health  Control,  afforded 
the  Treasury  Department  of  the  Government,  under  a 
recent  act  of  Congress,  an  opportunity  to  assume  authori- 
ty in  the  premises  and  all  persons  who  had  been  directly 
connected  with  the  captain  of  the  bark  were  hunted  up 
by  Surgeon  Carter  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service,  and 
sent  to  the  Government  Quarantine  Station  at  Sapelo 
Sound.  Quarantine  matters  in  Georgia  after  this  quieted 
down  until  it  was  announced  on  the  12th  of  the  August, 
that  Surgeon  Branham  of  the  ]\Iarine  Hospital  Service, 
who  had  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  Brunswick  Quar- 
antine Station,  had  developed  yellow  fever  and  had  been 
removed  from  the  station  to  the  city  of  Brunswick.  This 
young  officer  subsequently  died  and  other  cases  followed. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  enter  into  a history  of  this 
epidemic,  even  if  it  were  possible  to  do  so,  for  until  very 
recently  it  has  not  been  satisfactorily  explained  how  the 
disease  was  introduced,  and  the  subject  is  left  to  the  Ma- 
rine Hospital  Service  to  discuss.  A full  and  detailed 
report  will  probably  be  given  to  the  public  in  a few 
months.  It  is  fully  appreciated  how  difficult  a matter  it 
is  to  gather  information  of  a valuable  nature,  bearing 
upon  the  introduction  of  any  disease,  particularly  so 
when  individual  and  commercial  interests  might  be 
important  witnesses  in  the  matter.  Therefore  Surgeon 
Murray  is  to  be  commended  for  the  patient  and  persever- 
ing manner  pursued  by  him  by  which  he  seems  to  have 
satisfactorily  and  successfully  solved  the  question.  The 
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existence  of  epidemic  disease  anywhere  is  a matter  of 
interest  and  solicitude  to  health  officials,  and  their  desire 
is  in  the  line  of  suppression  of  disease  and  preservation 
of  life;  but  only  so  far  as  it  threatened  to  invade  Florida 
was  the  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  at  Brunswick,  Ga.,  a 
matter  of  any  serious  moment  to  this  State  Board  of 
Health.  Not  being  able  to  leave  Pensacola  when  his 
presence  was  required,  the  State  Health  Officer,  requested 
the  Assistant  State  Health  Officer,  Dr.  J.  Louis  Horsey, 
then  at  Fernandina,  to  visit  Brunswick  and  to  make  a 
personal  examination  of  such  cases  as  might  be  permitted, 
with  the  view  of  ascertaining  for  the  State  Health  author- 
ities of  Florida  the  true  character  of  the  sickness  then 
prevailing  at  Brunswick,  and  such  other  information  as 
might  be  serviceable  in  determining  the  character  and 
amount  of  restrictions  demanded  on  commerce  and  travel 
from  that  portion  of  Georgia  to  Florida.  The  report  of 
Dr.  Horsey,  on  his  return,  will  be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dix to  this  report.  Inspection  service  was  immedi- 
ately established  on  the  State  line,  where  the 
usual  routes  of  travel  from  Brunswick  entered  the  State, 
and  no  one  was  admitted  who  could  not  furnish  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  their  whereabouts  for  the  previous  ten 
days,  or  had  not  a certificate  of  immunity  from  a duly 
accredited  officer  of  the  United  States  Government  having 
charge  of  the  train  inspection  service  in  that  portion  of 
Georgia.  In  addition  to  this,  the  border  counties  weie 
placed  on  guard  by  warning  against  tramps  and  strag- 
glers, and  agents  were  appointed  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health  to  especially  care  for  these  matters.  That  no  sick- 
ness from  Brunswick  was  introduced  into  Florida  is  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  the  activity  and  vigilance  displayed  by 
these  special  agents  and  railroad  train  inspectors,  and  it  is 
also  in  evidence  that  the  prevention  of  the  introduction 
of  Yellow  Fever  into  Florida  from  Brunswick  was  also  ef- 
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fected  with  no  damage  to  commercial  interests,  and  with 
the  least  possible  annoyance  to  travel.  ■ The  restrictions 
against  Brunswick  were  enforced  until  it  was  announced 
by  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Government  Relief  Meas- 
ures at  that  place  that  the  epidemic  had  ceased,  and  that 
there  Tvas  no  further  danger  from  Yellow  Fever  to  be  ap- 
prehended, which  announcement  was  not  made  until  the 
advent  of  freezing  weather — December  1st. 

SUSPICIOUS  RUMORS. 

Although  the  State  was  particularly  free  from  dis- 
eases of  all  kinds,  and  especially  epidemic  diseases,  yet  the 
season  was  not  allowed  to  pass  without  rumors  of  suspi- 
cious sickness,  which  demanded  immediate  and  careful 
investigation ; and  these  rumors  were  more  than  ordina- 
rily annoying  and  vexing  from  having  a semblance  of 
authority  in  support  of  them. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  of  August,  1893,  the  State 
Health  Officer,  then  in  Jacksonville,  received  the  follow- 
ing telegram  from  Dr.  R.  W.  Hargis,  President  of  the  Es- 
cambia County  Board  of  Health : 

“Two  deaths  from  Yellow  Fever.  Premises  isolated 
and  guarded,  and  effects  destro^^ed.  No  cause  for  alarm.” 
It  was  remembered  that  the  annual  encampment  of 
the  State  militia  would  convene  the  next  day  at  Ocala, 
and  that  troops  forming  a part  of  that  encampment  were 
then  on  their  way  from  Pensacola  and  rapidly  nearing  their 
destination.  The  official  telegram  from  the  President  of 
the  Escambia  County  Board  of  Health  was  so  positive  in 
-character,  intimating  no  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
sickness,  that  it  appeared  to  the  State  Health  Officer  to  be 
his  imperative  duty  to  prevent  a large  collection  of  per- 
sons from  Pensacola  being  introduced  into  an  assemblage 
•of  healthy  individuals  from  various  sections  of  the  State. 
2 b h 
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Although  the  hour  was  late,  a hurried  consultation  was 
held  with  the  resident  member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  and  the  decision  arrived  at  to  speedily  intercept 
the  Pensacola  companies  of  militia.  Through  the  cour- 
tesy of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company — for  it 
was  then  long  after  hours  of  service — the  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  State  was  notified  at  AValdo  of  the  reported 
state  of  affairs  at  Pensacola,  and  the  cars  with  the  Pensa- 
cola troops  were  detached  and  ordered  back  to  Pensacola 
the  next  morning.  The  State  Health  Officer  left  by  the 
early  train  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  and  the  next  day, 
by  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Board,  and  in  con- 
formity to  the  Statute,  assumed  charge  of  all  health  af- 
fairs of  the  city  of  Pensacola  and  county  of  Escambia,  ar- 
ranging to  have  the  details  of  his  instructions  as  regards 
surveillance  and  supervision  executed  through  the  local 
health  authorities.  As  soon  as  possible  the  supposed  in- 
fected localities  were  visited  and  an  investigation  into  the 
cases  instituted.  In  this  investigation  the  State  Health 
Officer  was  assisted  by  Surgeons  Murray,  Carter  and  Ma- 
gruder  of  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital  Service,  who 
had  been  ordered  to  Pensacola  to  the  assistance  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  and  to  them  the  State  Health  Offi- 
cer is  indebted  for  valuable  services  rendered.  A thor- 
ough investigation  of  the  reputed  cases  of  Yellow  Fever, 
commencing  first  with  a conference  with  the  physicians 
attendant  on  the  cases  and  those  performing  the  post  mor- 
tems,  failed  completely  to  elicit  any  satisfactory  evidence 
upon  which  to  base  diagnosis  that  the  parties  died  of  this 
disease.  The  facts  in  the  case  of  the  child,  Ellen  A\^ood, 
were  not  as  clear  and  negative  of  Yellow  Fever  as  those 
in  the  case  of  Rev.  AVaite,  and  to  allay  apprehension  con- 
sent was  giv^n  to  disinfect  and  cleanse  the  AVood  premi- 
ses, which  service  was  performed  under  the  personal  su- 
pervision of  the  State  Health  Officer,  assisted  by  Surgeon 
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Murray.  Copies  of  the  bulletins  and  statements  of  the 
State  Health  Officer,  issued  during  the  period  of  control 
of  health  matters  in  Escambia  county  by  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  together  with  various  correspondence,  record 
of  the  cases  and  post  mortems  furnished,  and  other  matters 
of  interest  connected  therewith  are  given  in  the  Appendix 
for  the  information  of  all  interested. 

Before  closing  this  subject  it  is  desired  to  invite  close 
attention  to  what  the  State  Health  Officer  considers  to 
have  been  an  important,  if  not  a principal,  factor  in  pro- 
ducing the  state  of  affairs  at  Pensacola,  just  noted,  and  as 
tending  to  create  distrust  and  alarm  on  the  part  of  the 
nervous  and  hyper-suspicious  portion  of  the  population  of 
that  city.  In  July  Captain  Northup,  of  the  tug  ^^Echo,” 
died  from  what,  at  that  time,  was  said  to  be  Typhoid  Fe- 
ver, but  from  what  the  clinical  history  as  given  by  the 
consulting  physician  (the  medical  attendant  was  absent 
from  the  city  when  this  information  was  obtained)  clearly 
pointed  to  Congestive  Malarial  Fever.  At  the  time  of  the 
captain’s  death  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any 
sus}5icions  aroused  as  to  any  contagious  nature  of  his 
sickness.  Being  a popular  citizen  a large  concourse  of 
friends  attended  his  funeral,  the  body  having  been  pre- 
viously embalmed  by  Undertaker,  Mr.  John  C.  AA^ood. 
Previous  to  the  death  of  Captain  Northup  he  had  been 
to  Key  AAtest  with  his  tug  from  which  point  he  had  towed 
to  Pensacola  for  repairs  a wrecked  schooner,  the  “Benj. 
Hale.”  It  is  also  said  in  going  to  Key  AAtest  the  tug 
assisted  over  the  bar  at  Charlotte  Harbor  an  English 
trainp  steamer  ladened  with  phosphate.  The  schooner 
“Benj.  Hale”  with  a cargo  of  barbed  wire  from  Boston, 
went  ashore  April  18th,  on  the  reef  near  Tortugas,  and 
remained  in  a half  sunken  condition  for  weeks  when  she 
was  raised  and  taken  to  Key  AA^est,  where  she  was  again 
partly  submerged  at  the  dock  for  several  weeks  more. 
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prior  to  being  pumped  out  and  towed  to  the  Pensacola 
ship-yard.  The  schooner  was  perfectly  free  from  any  sus- 
picion and  had  not  been  in  any  suspicious  tropical  port  for 
two  years  previous.  It  can  be  positively  stated  that  the 
schooner  “JBenj.  Hale”  and  her  crew  did  not  threaten  any 
port  with  sickness,  for  having  a hole  in  her  bottom 
through  which  there  was  for  weeks  an  ebb  and  flow  of 
the  tide  she  was  perfectly  clean  and  healthy.  It  can  not 
be  learned  that  attention  was  attracted  to  this  schooner 
and  Captain  Northup’s  connection  with  her  until  the 
death  of  the  child  Ellen  AVood,  whose  father,  an  under- 
taker, had  embalmed  the  captain  and  conducted  the 
funeral.  AVhisperings  were  then  heard  among  the 
“know’’ing  ones”  until  from  fre(^uent  repetition  it  w^as 
assumed  as  a fact  that  Captain  Northup  had  died  of  Yel- 
low Fever  and  the  child,  Ellen  AA^ood,  had  contracted  the 
disease  through  the  handling  of  her  father,  with  whom 
she  was  a great  pet.  It  wall  thus  be  seen  that  assuming 
the  premise  in  regard  to  the  infection  of  the  schooner 
‘‘Benj.  Hale”  to  be  correct  and  that  Captain  Northup 
came  in  contact  with  the  yellow  fever  poison  in 
Key  AVest,  it  was  very  easy  to  trace  the  infec- 
tion, and  wdth  some  of  the  symptoms  manifested 
to  make  out  a case  of  Yellow  Fever.  Investigation  into 
this  subject  brought  out  certain  other  facts  which  it  will 
be  also  as  well  to  bear  in  mind.  There  appeared  to  be  a 
distrust  of  the  local  quarantine  at  Pensacola  by  some  of 
the  citizens,  with  a constant  suspicion  of  Key  AVest  dur- 
ing the  summer  season.  This  distrust  was  so  firmly,  al- 
though unreasonably,  impressed  upon  their  minds  that 
it  influenced  to  a great  degree  the  feeling  of  apprehen- 
sion of  these  cases  and  biased  judgment  of  otherwise  care- 
ful observers.  The  State  Health  Officer  discusses  this 
subject  with  more  than  ordinary  reluctance.  He  is  con- 
scious that  in  differing  with  the  opinions  of  his  profes- 
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sional  brethren  of  Pensacola,  who  treated  the  cases,  he 
lays  himself  open  to  criticism  in  forming  opinions  and 
making  decisions  on  ex  parte  evidence,  as  he  neither  saw 
the  cases  during  life  nor  witnessed  the  post  mortems ; but 
he  is  nevertheless  warranted  in  expressing  the  belief  that 
a careful  and  impartial  consideration  of  all  facts,  includ- 
ing the  clinical  histories  as  furnished  by  the  medical  at- 
tendants, when  divested  of  the  bias  heretofore  referred  to, 
confirms  the  position  taken  by  himself  and  the  experts 
of  the  Government  sent  to  Pensacola.  He  disclaims  any 
reflections  upon  the  professional  attainments  of  the  medi- 
cal gentlemen  directly  concerned  in  these  cases  and  cred- 
its them  only  with  the  possibility,  liable  to  occur  to  any 
human  being,  medical  or  layman,  and  which  happened 
subsequently  to  himself : that  of  being  mistaken,  but  an 
error  on  the  side  of  safety  and  precaution  may  well  be 
excused  as  one  on  the  side  of  carelessness  and  danger 
may  be  condemned. 

THE  PORT  TAAIPA  AFFAIR. 

Before  the  fright  at  Pensacola  had  been  fairly  allayed 
and  the  cause  removed,  the  State  Health  Officer  was,  on  the 
19th  of  August,  summoned  to  Tampa  by  a telegram  from 
the  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Health.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  the  officials  of  the  Pensacola  Division  of  the 
L.  & N.  R.  R.  a special  train  was  offered,  and  leaving 
Pensacola  that  night  at  9:30  o’clock  the  State  Health 
Officer  arrived  in  Tampa  the  next  afternoon.  On  this 
trip  he  was  accompanied  b}^  Surgeon  Murray  of  the  Ala- 
rine  Hospital  ' Service,  who,  having  completed  his  duties 
at  Pensacola,  was  returning  to  his  owm  station.  On  ar- 
riving at  Tampa  it  was  learned  that  the  cause  of  the 
trouble  at  Port  Tampa  was,  that  the  steamer  “Markoma- 
nia”  had,  the  afternoon  previous,  been  sent  to  the  Gov- 
ernment Quarantine  Station  at  Dry  Tortugas,  but  the 
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docks  at  Port  Tampa  and  Port  Tampa  Git}^  were,  by  di- 
rection of  the  President  of  the  Board,  kept  under  surveil- 
lance, and  guarded  by  an  armed  patrol  against  the  out- 
going of  all  persons  from  these  points.  The  steamers  of 
the  Havana  line  and  Manatee  region  communicated 
through  Hillsborough  Bay,  thus  practically  shutting  off 
the  docks  at  Port  Tampa  from  all  outside  communica- 
tion. After  five  days  surveillance,  and  no  cases  at  all 
suspicious  in  character  developing,  the  restrictions  on 
travel  from  the  above  named  points  were  removed.  The 
‘'Markpmania”  having  been  sent  to  Tortugas,  tidings 
from  her  were  awaited  with  great  interest.  On  the  night 
of  August  21st  Surgeon  Murray  left  for  his  station  (Tor- 
tugas), and  on  Friday,  the  25th,  a telegram  and  telephone 
message  from  the  Port  was  received  at  Tampa,  saying  that 
the  “Markomania,”  with  Surgeon  Murray  on  board,  had 
returned  to  Port  Tampa,  and  awaited  the  inspection  of 
the  State  Health  Officer.  Inviting  Drs.  Weedon  and 
Wall,  the  gentlemen  who  had  declared  the  sickness  on 
the  “Markomania”  to  be  Yellow  Fever,  to  accompany 
him,  the  steamer  was  reached  about  half  an  hour  before 
sunset,  and  as  many  of  the  crew  were  examined  as  possi- 
ble before  dark,  when  the  further  examination  was  post- 
poned until  next  morning,  communication  with  the  shore 
being  interdicted  in  the  meantime.  It  is  a matter  of 
record  that  the  “Markomania”  had  no  Yellow  Fever 
among  her  officers  or  crew,  and  she  was,  accordingly,  the 
next  morning,  given  'pratique^  on  the  judgment  of  the 
State  Health  Officer.  A concise  and  condensed  history  of 
this  vessel,  with  clinical  notes,  thermometric  observations 
of  malarial  patients,  correspondence  and  other  papers  con- 
nected vdth  the  “Markomania”  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. 

When  the  ‘Alarkomania”  returned  to  Port  Tampa 
fears  were  very  generally  entertained  as  to  the  sickness 
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on  her  at  the  time  of  her  departure  for  Tortugas.  The 
medical  gentlemen  of  Tampa,  who  on  the  19th  of  August 
declared  it  to  be  Yellow  Fever  and  who  caused  the  ship 
to  be  sent  to  Tortugas,  held  to  their  opinion.  The  local 
press  were  alive  on  the  subject  and  unjustly  suspicious  of 
the  methods  and  workings  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 
Excitement  and  alarm  increased  with  the  fears  which 
gave  birth  to  expression.  The  State  Board  of  Health 
suddenly  found  itself  on  trial  before  a jury  of  its  fellow 
citizens.  The  sickness  which  had’  been  on  board  the 
^‘Markomania”  was  the  accused  party,  but  the  Board  of 
Health,  its  reputation  and  worth  to  the  people  of  Florida 
were  also  arraigned  if  mistake  should  be  made  in  the 
failure  to  prevent  introduction  into  the  State  at  Tampa. 
The  duty  then  of  the  State  Health  Officer  was  to  give  the 
community  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  and  not  the  case 
itself;  hence  when  young  Neuman,  who  was  employed 
at  the  Port  Tampa  docks  and  had  visited  the  “Marko- 
mania”  developed  within  forty-eight  hours  a type  of  fever 
which  simulated  in  pulse  and  temperature  a mild  case  of 
Yellow  Fever,  both  the  State  Health  Officer  and  Surgeon 
Murray  considered  it  proper  as  a precautionary  measure 
to  make  a declaration  of  their  suspicions  in  favor  of  safety 
to  life,  to  commerce  and  to  freedom  of  intercourse  and  to 
impose  at  once  all  safeguards,  to  the  end  that  this  dread 
disease  should  be  shut  out  of  the  State  at  this  port.  The 
disease  developed  later  into  malarial  fever,  the  diagnosis 
was  corrected,  the  guards  that  had  been  imposed  were . re- 
moved and  the  wisdom  of  the  course  pursued  was  estab- 
lished by  the  results.  The  principle  of  giving  the  com- 
munity the  benefit  of  the  doubt  rather  than  the  fever 
itself  should  obtain  when  necessary.  The  Board  has  no 
sensitiveness  to  soothe  because  of  this  diagnosis  made  in 
the  interest  of  the  highest  science — disease  exclusion — 
and  the  same  course  when  a like  doubt  arises  may  be  ex- 
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pected,  in  view  of  like  excellent  results.  ' In  concluding 
this  subject  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  medical  interest 
in  the  Neuman  case  centers  in  the  fallibility  of  certain 
diagnostic  signs  which  ^had  formerly  been  considered  as- 
pathognomic  of  Yellow  Fever.  In  the  fevers  of  the 
Tropics  when  the  parity  of  the  pulse  with  the  temper- 
ature was  decidedly  unequal,  with  hot  sweating  skin,  the 
case  Tvas  formerly  looked  upon  as  suspicious ; therefore, 
when  young  Neuman  showed  these  symptoms,  naturally, 
an  apprehension  was  aroused  as  to  the  character  of  his- 
illness,  w'hich  was  only  completely  dispelled  when  the- 
paroxysm  of  fever  was  broken  up  by  quinine  adminis- 
tered in  liberal  doses.  It  is  but  fair,  however,  to  say  in 
this  connection  that  of  all  the  medical  men  at  a distance,, 
of  experience  in  Yellow  Fever,  to  whom  the  clinical 
record  of  this  case  w^as  referred,  all  but  one  expressed  an 
opinion  that  the  symptoms  justified  the  apprehension  in 
all  particulars. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

In  this  department  of  the  Board  much  encourage- 
ment isielt  in  the  progress  made  during  the  year  in  col- 
lecting the  life  data  of  the  State.  Attention  has  been 
directed  to  this  subject  in  former  reports  and  its  impor- 
tance dwelt  upon.  Various  methods  had  been  adopted 
to  gather  the  birth  and  death  statistics,  and  up  to  the 
year  just  concluded  the  results  had  been  only  partiaL 
Formerly  the  collection  was  made  through  the  County 
Boards  of  Health  and  the  City  Boards,  but  only  twenty- 
eight  of  the  forty-five  counties  in  the  State  had  health 
boards,  and  even  in  those  the  work  was  imperfectly 
done,  because  it  was  said  that  physicians  and  midwives 
failed  to  report  their  cases;  so  that  the  columns  at  tho 
end  of  the  year  represented  only  an  imperfect  record,very 
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unsatisfactory  except  for  partial  deductions.  But  better 
things  were  constantly  hoped  for,  and  after  much  thought 
was  given  to  the  subject  and  many  plans  discussed  by 
which  such  results  could  be  had,  the  Board  finally  de- 
cided that  the  County  Judges  being  the  recorders  already 
under  the  law  of  marriages,  could,  with  very  little  trou- 
ble and  slight  expense  (which  the  Board  was  willing  to 
defray),  receive  the  birth  and  death  reports  from  the  dif- 
ferent portions  of  the  county,  record  the  same  and  trans- 
mit a copy  monthly  to  the  office  of  the  State  Board.  Ac- 
cordingly, a bill  embracing  these  points  w^as  prepared, 
and  having  received  the  approval  of  the  Health  Commit- 
tees of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  was  introduced 
and  strenuous  efforts  m-ade  for  its  passage.  Unfortunate- 
ly the  majority  of  the  members  did  not  deem  the  collec- 
tion of  vital  statistics  of  great  value,  for  the  measure 
failed.  When  the  measures  offered  at  the  last  session  of 
the  Legislature  to  improve  and  strengthen  the 
State  Board  of  Health  Statute,  failed  after  enact- 
ment, through  Executive  veto,  it  seemed  that  this 
branch  of  the  work  of  the  State  Board  would  have 
to  be  suspended  or  abandoned.  But  the  Board  was  not 
inclined  to  contemplate  this  extreme  course,  for  it  had  spent 
much  time,  thought  and  hard  work  to  aw^aken  an  appre- 
ciation of  the  subject  on  the  part  of  the  people,  because  of 
its  importance  now  and  to  future  generations.  The 
Board  then  sought  for  a plan  not  only  to  preserve  the 
records  already  provided  but  to  make  future  collections 
of  more  value.  It  had  been  so  frequently  made  the 
excuse  by  County  Boards  of  Health  for  imperfect  Returns 
rendered,  that  the  physicians  would  not  report  cases — 
some  boards  advising  legal  steps  should  be  taken  against 
such  derelicts^ — that  the  State  Board  was  doubtful  of  good 
results  to  be  obtained  from  this  source.  But  the  State 
Health  Officer  always  had  faith  in  his  medical  brethren 
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it  was  but  natural  that  he  should — and  had  likewise 

firmly  believed  that  upon  a proper  presentation  of  the 
value  of  the  information  to  the  State  which  the  medical 
men  of  the  State  monthly  obtained  through  their  practice, 
and  the  desire  of  the  Board  to  tabulate  this  information, 
assistance  would  be  cheerfully  furnished,  if  it  was  not  at 
too  great  an  expense  in  time  and  money  to  the  individual 
contributor.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  in  this  belief 
^he  Executive  of  the  Board  has  not  been  disappointed, 
and  with  almost  a solitary  exception  the  physicians  of 
the  State  have  cheerfully  and  promptly  complied  with  i 
the  request  made  of  them  and  adopted  the  suggestions 
and  plans  of  the  State  Board.  The  Executive  Officer  of 
the  Board  realized  at  the  very  organization  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  when  the  subject  of  vital  statistics  and 
other  matters  relating  to  the  medical  profession  were  em- 
braced in  the  Regulations  of  the  Board,  that  without  the 
moral  and  substantial  support  of  the  medical  profession  of 
the  State  the  work  would  be  a tedious  struggle  for  the 
attainable,  hence  efforts  were  early  put  forth  and  pleadings 
made  for  aid.  The  plan  submitted  to  the  profession  in  July 
last  and  wffiich  has  given  such  good  results,  was  that  every 
licensed  physician  in  the  State,  and  midwives,  would  be 
furnished  with  postal  cards  directed  to  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  having  the  information  desired  printed  on  the 
back.  On  the  occurrence  of  a birth  or  death  these  cards 
to  be  filled  out  and  mailed.  But  a fraction  of  time  is  con- 
sumed, and  no  expense,  the  cards  being  furnished  free. 
The  results  have  been  exceedingly  flattering,  and  in  so 
short  a time  far  exceeded  the  expectation  of  the  executive 
officer.  This  is  especially  gratifying  to  note,  as  confirm- 
ing the  opinion  expressed  in  the  last  annual  report,  that 
the  State  Board  could  better  deal  direct  with  the  public 
on  this  subject,  and  on  other  health  matters  in  the  State, 
than  through  the  intervention  of  County  Boards  of  Health. 
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The  expense  to  the  State  for  this  section  of  the  Board’s 
work  has  been  forty-five  dollars  per  month,  which  is  for 
postage,  stationery  and  clerical  help  and  tabulation.  When 
it  is  stated  that  the  State  Board  of  Health  has  to  deal  wdth 
some  twelve  hundred  physicians,  midwives  and  nurses, 
the  magnitude  of  the  work  of  collecting  the  vital  statis- 
tics of  Florida  can  be  better  appreciated,  and  the  reader 
can  understand  how  faithful  attention  to  this  duty  on  the 
part  of  all  citizens  who  are  requested  to  make  reports 
tends  to  lighten  the  labor.  Before  dismissing  this  sub- 
ject, which  has  already  been  discussed  at  length,  an  ex- 
tract from  the  most  excellent  report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  of  New  Jersey  for  last  year  is  here  quoted,  as  hav- 
ing a decided  bearing  on  the  subject,  and  particularly  ap- 
plicable now  to  Florida.  The  distinguished  and  thought- 
ful Secretary,  Dr.  E.  M.  Hunt,  says  : 

“ While  it  often  requires  patience  to  await  the  lapse  of 
years  in  order  to  secure  sufficient  numbers  from  which  to 
deduce  conclusions,  and  very  much  care  as  to  combina- 
tions to  be  made,  and  results  to  be  affirmed,  there  is  al- 
ready such  progress  in  the  right  direction,  and  such  con- 
sciousness, that  important  material  is  being  accumulated 
for  future  study,  as  to  furnish  encouragement  to  all  work- 
ers in  this  line. 

“Their  meaning  and  value  is  thus  well  expressed  in 
one  of  the  earlier  Massachusetts  reports : ‘Statistics  may 

be  defined  the  science  or  art  of  applying  facts  to  the  elu- 
cidation and  demonstration  of  truth.  They  form  the 
basis  of  social  and  political  economy,  and  are  the  only 
sure  ground  on  which  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  theories  can 
be  brought  to  the  test.  Mere  columns  of  figures  may  or 
may  not  be  statistics.  They  form  in  any  case,  a small 
part  only  of  the  illustration ; combination  and  deduction 
are  required  to  give  them  full  effect.  We  belong  to  that 
class  of  statists  who  have  no  particular  fondness  for 
figures,  though  we  have  a great  fondness  for  facts.  We 
use  figures  as  the  representatives  of  facts,  not  fiction ; of 
truth,  not  falsehood  ; and  find  them  very  convenient  for 
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that  purpose.  We  find  it  very  difficult  to  prove  or  dis^ 
prove  many  propositions  without  them.  We  are  aware 
that  some  persons  have  a great  antipathy  to  facts  and 
statistics  but  in  this  matter-of-fact  age  they  are  required, 
and  they  are  far  more  useful  and  important  than  the 
fiction  and  theory,  the  assumption  and  assertion,  that 
have  occupied  so  much  of  public  attention.  W e vmuld 
follow,  in  estimating  human  life  and  human  health,  in 
all  their  various  departments,  bearings  and  relations,  the 
same  course  that  judicious  men  pursue  in  other  matters. 

“The  state  and  condition,  the  statistics  of  a country, 
can  be  known  only  by  gathering  together  the  facts  as  to 
its  movement  and  progress ; and  the  statesman  looks  at 
the  figures  which  represent  these  facts,  and  combines  and 
deduces  the  truths  they  contain,  for  his  guidance.  ^ 

“There  is  great  need  that  physicians  and  sanitarians 
have  very  definite  ideas  of  what  constitutes  proof,  or  evi- 
dence, in  the  study  of  the  causes  and  courses  of  disease. 
Every  sphere  of  reasoning  must  have  its  laws.  In  math- 
ematics there  is  one  special  kind  of  proof,  so  convincing 
that  when  we  write  our  Q.  E.  D.  we  know  that  we  have 
reached  a certainty.  In  logic  we  are  able  to  pincee 
from  premise  to  conclusion,  according  to  the  laws  ot  reas- 
oning which  have  commended  themselves  to  profound 
thinkers,  and  which  are  accepted  as  conclusive.  \\  here 
there  are  limitations,  or  exceptions,  these  Inye  been  de- 
fined with  a clearness  and  precision  which  gives  detinite- 
ness  to  conclusions.  Thus  the  mind  that  is  capable  of 
loffical  analysis,  and  those  minds  capable  of  following  its 
methods  and  weighing  its  results,  have^a  definiteness  of 

conviction  well  nigh  indisputable.  * * ^ - 

“When  we  come  to  medical  or  sanitary  evidence, 

although  a department  of  experimental  inquiry,  it  is 
more  complicated  and  empirical  than  any  other  ihe 
life  which  is  the  subject,  does  not  submit  to  crucible  oi 
any  form  of  laboratory  test  with  precisely  the  same  rules 
thc4  apply  to  matter  in  other  forms.  The  strange  admix- 
ture of  bone  and  nerve  and  flesh,  of  organ  and  function, 
of  body,  mind  and  spirit,  gives  us  for  analysis  something 
without  a parallel  in  any  other  of  nature’s  products.  It 
is  a case  in  which  the  foundation  of  our  evidence  must 
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rest  on  observed  facts — facts  which  as  to  their  reality  are 
often  obscured  by  too  early  attempts  to  reason  as  to  them. 
What  is  the  fact?  What  constitutes  it  a fact  ? What  is 
the  assurance  that  my  senses  and  other  instruments  of 
precision  observe  correctly  ? What  are  the  possibilities 
as  to  its  non-reality  as  a real  fact  just  in  the  sense  and  to 
the  degree  that  I view  it  as  such  ? Questions  such  as 
these  are  to  the  front,  and  are  too  often  pushed  back  or  ob- 
scured by  reason — prejudice  and  imagination  stealthily 
gliding  into  their  place.  ^ 

“The  physician  or  the  student  seeking  for  the  causes 
of  things  in  animal  hygiene,  has  this  simple  but  severe 
problem,  just  to  get  at  facts,  such  as  come  from  the 
closest  observation,  a sufficient  number  of  times  by  com- 
petent observers.  It  is  a case  of  witness-bearing,  of  tes- 
timony, of  direct  and  cross-questioning,  often  as  severe 
and  acute  as  that  of  any  lawyer  or  jurist,  and  when  well 
executed  often  shattering  a fair  story  and  a self-deceived 
witness  into  minute  fragments. 

“We  have  illustrations  of  the  value  and  completeness 
of  such  proof.  In  the  midst  of  prevalent  small-pox,  when 
ninety-nine  out  of  a hundred  of  those  exposed  catch  the 
disease,  I vaccinate  a thousand  equally  exposed,  and  not 
one  of  these  catches  it.  There  may  be  some  minor  side 
questions  as  to  how  many  such  contrasts  I must  produce, 
or  how  many  different  persons  must  produce  them  in  or- 
der to  prove  my  point,  or  how  I am  to  account  for  now 
and  then  one  in  a thousand  who  nevertheless  catches  the 
disease,  but  my  fact  still  responds  to  the  demands  of  ex- 
perimental evidence.  It  is  not  shaken  by  any  question 
of  how  or  why  it  does  it,  by  profound  opinion,  ‘that 
there  is  no  scientific  support  for  the  practice,  and  that  it 
is  destined  in  more  enlightened  times  to  fall  into  desue- 
tude,’ (Crookshank)  or  by  the  view  that  although  the 
sheep  pox,  horse  pox,  and  cow  pox  are  distinct,  ‘yet  the 
inoculation  of  the  virus  of  any  of  these  affections  may  be 
so  modified  as  to  protect  from  small  pox  in  man.’ — (Flem- 

“ A fact  is  one  thing ; our  ability  to  account  for  it  is 
another  thing.  Such  a fact  as  this  remains. 

“So  in  regard  to  quinine  as  an  anti-periodic  and 


) 

I 


/ 


I 


30  Fifth  Annual  Report 

prophylactic  in  a class  of  seizures,  such  as  chills  and  fever^ 
Its  power  to  interrupt  malarial  forms  of  disease  is  a mat- 
ter for  testimony,  which,  if  sufficient  in  quantity,  and  afteT 
a rigid  cross-examination,  found  adequate  in  quality, 
proves  the  fact  independent  of  all  inquiry  as  to  reasons 
therefor.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  to  be  able  to  closely 
observe  and  accurately  record  a fact,  unbiased  by  any 
hypothesis  as  to  it,  is  the  most  elegant  attainment  of  the 
practitioner  of  the  preventive  or  the  healing  art. 

‘at  is  for  this  reason  ^lat  the  numerical  method  of 
studying  disease,  introduced  by  Louis  and  approved 
(often  better  than  followed)  by  modern  medicine,  has 
given  to  statistics  a valued  place  in  the  study  of  disease, 
and  made  such  observation  and  experience  the  chief  re- 
liance of  practical  medicine.  The  evidence  rests  upon 
the  accuracy  of  observation,  the  number  and  capability 
of  observers,  the  minute  with  which  they  record  their  ob- 
servations and  a number  of  records  adequate  to  make 
applicable  the  mathematical  ‘ Law  of  Probabilities. 


FINANCES. 


While  regretting  that  the  finances  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  are  not  in  as  satisfactory  a condition  as  is  to 
be  desired,  it  is  not  intended  by  this  statement  to  convey 
the  idea  that  there  are  no  funds  available  for  meeting  the 
current  or  running  expenses  of  the  Board  during  the  com- 
ing year,  but  that  there  is  no  reserve  from  which  the  Board 
can  draw  for  the  construction  of  necessary  [)rotective  plants 
and  for  emergencies  which  may  arise.  ^\  hen  the  fourth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Board  was  written  in  March  ’93, 
there  was  to  the  credit  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  fiom  all 
sources,  §7,000.00 /since  that  period  there  has  been 
received  from  the  assessment  on  taxation,  §30,000.00, 
making  a total  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  at  the  first 
of  January,  1894,  of  §37,000.00.  In  addition  to  this  the 
Board  has  received  from  inspection  and  disinlection  fees 
at  the  quarantine  stations  operated  by  it  during  the  past 
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year,  or  rather  to  the  first  of  March  1894,  §9,051.08  and 
from  subscription  to  the  “Florida  Health  Notes,”  §59.00, 
making  a total  of  §49,110,08  at  the  close  of  the  past 
fiscal  year.  Of  this  amount  the  Board  has  expended  for 
current  monthly  expenses,  §28,638.13  which  includes  pay 
of  employes,  office  expenses,  maintainance  of  State  quar- 
antine stations  operated  solely  b}^  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  printing  and  distribution  of  pamphlets  and  papers 
and  the  expenses  incident  to  the  Pensacola  and  Port 
Tampa  affairs  and  the  protection  against  Brunswick, 
leaving  to  the  credit  of  the  Board  on  the  first  of  ^larch 
1894,  §17,471.95.  The  Comptroller  estimates  that  there 
will  accrue  from  the  collection  of  taxes  for  health  pur- 
poses for  the  year  1893  about  §20,000.00,  which,  be  it 
understood,  includes  the  total  levy  made  in  1893  for 
State  Health  purposes.  Therefore  it  will  be  seen  from 
advices  received  trom  the  Comptroller  there  will  be  prob- 
ably available  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  during  the 
year  1894,  §37,471.95. 

When  the  Legislature  of  1893  abolished  County 
Boards  of  Health  in  all  but  two  counties^ — Escambia  and 
Franklin — it  was  estimated  that  a saving  to  the  people  of 
Florida  would  be  made  in  the  matter  of  health  taxation 
of  about  forty  or  forty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  statute 
for  the  late  County  Boards  of  Health  authorized  the  col- 
lection of  a one-mill  tax  for  county  health  purposes,  and 
this  in  addition  to  the  one-half  mill  tax  to  be  levied  for 
the  State  Board  of  Health.  On  the  supposition  that  each 
countv  in  the  State  had  a Board  of  Health,  and  that  this 
full  levy  was  made  and  collected,  an  estimated  sum  of 
eighty  or  ninety  thousand  dollars  would  annually  be  con- 
tributed by  the  people  of  Florida  for  county  health  pur- 
poses alone,  but  as  many  counties  of  the  State  had  no 
Boards  of  Health,  and  in  others  the  full  levy  was  not  col- 
lected, and  in  some  instances  no  tax  at  all  was  collected. 
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but  an  appropriation  was  mado  by  the  County  Commis- 
sioners  from  the  General  Kevenue  Fund  of  the  county  for 
such  amounts  as  the  Boards  might  make  request  for,  it 
was  not  possible  to  determine  or  obtain  definite  informa- 
tion from  the  County  Commissioners  as  to  the  exact 
amount  which  the  County  Boards  of  Health  had  cost  the 
people  in  the  past,  but  sufficient  information  was  obtained 
to  enable  a safe  estimate  to  be  made  of  the  amount  pre- 
viously given,  namely,  that  of  forty  or  forty-five  thousand 
dollar!  It  is  certainly  true  that  the  Act  of  Uie  Legisla- 
ture in  abolishing  these  Boards  of  Health  was  in  the  direct 
line  of  economy,  and  was  a pecuniary  relief  to  the  people 
of  the  State,  but  it  was  also  effective  at  an  additional  cost 
to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  as  upon  the  Board  was  placed 
the  responsibility  of  caring  for  the  local  health  interests  of 
the  counties,  as  well  as  the  general  health  interests  of  the 
whole  State.  When  the  proposition  to  abolish  County  Boards 
of  Health  was  discussed  in  both  branches  of  the  last 
Legislature,  the  question  was  asked  how,  or  what  meas- 
ures were  proposed,  to  take  the  place  of  the  County 
Boards  in  looking  after  the  local  health  interests  of  the 
several  counties,  and  the  answer  was  made  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  measure  of  abolishment  that  the  State  Board 
was  sufficiently  empowered  to  appoint  such  agents  and 
officials  as  might  be  deemed  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
general  health  regulations  established  by  the  Board,  and 
such  additional  rules  as  in  the  future  the  Board  might 
deem  necessary.  In  fulfillment  of  this  quasi  promise,  the 
State  Board  of  Health  has  appointed  agents  in  many  of 
the  counties  of  the  State,  and  when  suitable  men  can  be 
induced  to  accept  the  position  for  the  small  compensation 
o-iven,  it  is  proposed  that  every  county  shall  have  an 
agent  or  representative  of  the  State  Board.  These  agents 
receive  a nominal  salary  of  ten  dollars  per  month.  To 
them  matters  of  local  health  interest  are  referred,  and 
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from  them  information  obtained.  By  their  presence  they 
render  prompt  aid  by  advice  in  suppressing  and  removing 
many  sanitary  nuisances.  These  agents  make  monthly 
reports  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  oftener  if  occa- 
sion demands,  giving  in  detail  the  health  conditions  of 
the  counties  and  such  matters  of  interest  as  are  instruct- 
ive and  useful.  The  reports  are  published  monthly  in 
the  official  bulletin  of  the  Board,  presenting  information 
of  the  different  sections  of  the  County  and  embracing 
vital  statistics  of  the  entire  State.  It  is  estimated  to  pay 
these  agents  will  cost  about  six  or  seven  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  nature  and  character  of  the  work  performed  by 
those  already  appointed  demonstrates  to  the  State  Board 
of  Health  that  much  more  valuable  work  can  be  accom- 
plished and  the  health  interests  of  the  counties  and  gen- 
erally throughout  the  State  can  be  better  conserved  than 
/ by  the  old  system  of  County  Boards  of  Health.  It  was 

remarked  in  the  last  annual  report,  which  will  bear 
repetition : 

“He  (the  State  Health  Officer)  has  faithfully  tried, 
first,  to  interest  the  County  Commissioners  and  people,  to 
recommend  suitable  persons  to  the  Governor  for  appoint- 
ment on  County  Boards  of  Health,  and  secondly,  has 
persistently  urged  organization  and  action,  after  appoint- 
ment; to  make  reliable  the  vital  statistics  of  the  State  by 
careful  and  accurate  compilation  of  the  life  and  death 
enumeration.  The  efforts  in  this  direction  have  not  met 
with  the  success  the  Board  expected.  A few  city  and 
county  Boards  of  Health  have  made  a determined  fight 
against  dirt  and  disease,  and  for  a better  collection  of  life 
data,  but  a larger  number  of  the  counties  have  been  apa- 
thetic and  indifferent  to  this  subject,  as  is  evidenced  by 
only  twenty-eight  monthly  sanitary  returns  of  the  forty- 
five  counties  in  the  State,  and  this  number  has  never 
reported  regularl}’’ ; so  that  it  wnuld  seem  that  it  would 
^ result  in  a more  efficient  administration  and  attain  re- 

sults more  satisfactory  and  reliable  to  repeal  the  law  of 
3 b h 
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(bounty  Boards  of  Health  and  charge  the  State  Board 
directly  with  the  management  of  sanitation,  collection  of 
vital  statistics  and  other  matters  of  health  supervision.  No 
extra  expense  would  be  incurred  in  this  new  proposed 
regime ; nor  is  an  extra  appropriation  asked  for,  for  it  is 
believed  that  the  work  can  be  accomplished  by  the  State 
Board  from  the  levy  now  authorized  to  be  collected  for 
the  State  Board  of  Health’s  maintenance  and  especial 


The  prediction  of  a year  ago  has  been  more  than 
realized  by  the  good  results  which  have  followed  in 
having  only  one  health  board — namely  the  State  Boaid 
of  Health — who  alone  is  responsible  to  the  people  for  the 
management  of  any  restrictive  measures  against  possible 
introduction  of  epidemic  disease  into  the  State.  Undei 
the  old  regime  of  County  Boards  and  the  authority 
given  to  them  by  the  Legislature  when  the  Brunswick 
epidemic  of  yellow  fevor  commenced,  the  quarantines 
of  the  different  counties  against  Georgia  would  have  been 
varied  in  their  exactions  and  demands  on  travel,  to  sa} 
nothing  of  the  destructive  effect  on  commerce  by  not 
having  one  guiding^ and  directing  authority.  In  support 
of  this  attention  has  only  to  be  dimcted  to  Georgia  itself 
where  the  transportation  companies  were  unable  to 
properly  fulfill  their  demands  of  coihmerce  and  travel, 
owing  to  the  diverse  local  requirements  under 
which  they  had  to  operate,  scarcely  any  two  being 
alike.  Now  compare  the  two  as  to  cost!  ihe  County 
Boards  cost  the  people  of  the  State  about  forty  or  forty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  contrib- 
uted to  the  support  of  the  State  Board,  which  would  equal 
as  much  more.  A sum  of  about  ninety  thousand  dollars 
annually  for  all  purposes.  The  State  Board  has  done  this 
work,  its  own,  and  that  which  formerly  pertained  to 
County  Boards  of  Health,  more  satisfactorily  and  efficiently 
for  the  health  interests  of  the  people,  for  one-third  of  this 
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amount,  namely,  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Therefore  when 
the  claim  is  now  made  that  the  health  protective  interests 
of  the  State  are  now  more  economically  administered  than 
ever  before  there  is  merit  in  the  statement.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  argue  this  subject  further,  as  the  figures  are 
sufficient  evidence  to  demonstrate  in  which  line  economy 
and  efficienev  lies.  The  executive  officer  of  the  Board  is 

o 

not  in  favor  of  reducing  the  lev}^  for  liealth  purposes  now 
authorized  bv  law.  He  considers  that  the  Board  should 
have  a reserve  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State,  from  which  it  can  draw  in  times  of  emergency  or 
whenever  exigencies  require.  This  fund  the  Board  has 
no  desire  to  operate  or  manage,  except  when  necessity  de- 
mands. There  is  a sense  of  security,  however,  which  only 
those  intrusted  with  life,  and  the  preservation  of  the  same, 
feel  in  the  knowledge,  that  should  occasion  arise,  the  ready 
cash  is  available  to  pay  for  prompt  aid  and  intelligent  as- 
sistance, and  this  statement  is  in  keeping  with  the  self-re- 
spect and  dignity  of  a great  and  growing  State,  sucA  as 
Florida.  During  the  past  summer  the  expenses  «/f  the 
Board  were  increased  by  the  disturbances  in  the  na- 
ture of  frights  at  Pensacola  and  Port  Tampa,  and  by 
the  necessary  guarding  of  the  State  line  between  Geor- 
gia and  Florida.  Available  financial  means  enabled  the 
Board,  through  thorough  inspection  service  to  prevent 
the  entrance  of  Yellow  Fever  into  Florida  from  Bruns- 
wick. AVhen  the  disinfection  plant  to  be  erected  at  Fer- 
nandina  is  completed,  the  erection  of  which  the  Board 
has  now  under  consideration  for  the  protection  of  the 
East  Coast  of  Florida,  the  State  will  then,  it  is  thought, 
have  a complete  system  of  health  protection  against  exo- 
tic disease  likely  to  be  introduced  through  maritime  com- 
merce, and  with  the  assistance  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment plant  at  Dry  Tortugas,  the  coast  of  Florida,  for 
many  years  to  come,  will  be  amply  protected  by  appli- 


♦ 


36 


Fifth  Annual  Report 


ances  for  the  sterilization  of  disease  germs.  Not  only 
^'ill  protection  be  afforded,  but  it  can  positively  be  stated 
that  with  the  financial  management  of  the  entire  quaran- 
tine system  of  the  State  placed  by  the  Legislature  m the 
hands  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  including  the  ports 
of  Pensacola  and  Apalachicola,  which  are  now  separately 
managed,  this  department  of  the  State  could  be  self-sup- 
porting in  its  operation.  By  reference  to  the  financia 
statement  it  will  be  seen  that  the  quarantine  inspection 
service  at  those  ports  in  the  State,  now  under  the  direct 
management  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  with  the^  ex- 
ception of  Punta  Gorda,  Puuta  Rassa  and  Cedar  Iveys, 
has,  since  the  passage  of  the  Act,  been  self-supporting, 
and  has  yielded  a xevenue  exceeding  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance. The  opinions  expressed  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health  in  its  last  annual  report — the  fourth  in  regard 
to  this  matter  of  the  abolishment  of  County  Boards  of 
Healths  as  a financial  measure  to  the  State  has  been 
amply  confirmed  by  the  experience  gained  in  this  respect 
since  August.  Attention  is  again  directed  to  this  subject 
ndth  a view  of  having  the  entire  quarantine  system  of 
the  State  placed  where  it  properly  belongs— in  the  hands 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health.  In  again  urging  the 
recommendation  made  in  the  last  annual  report  that 
quarantine  matters  should  be  alone  controlled  and  oper- 
ated by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  it  is  believed  that  if 
the  next  Legislature  will  so  enact,  the  service  will  not 
only  be  more  satisfactory  but  at  no  expense  to  the  peop  e 

of  the  State. 

OFFICE  WORK 


Has  so  increased  in  volume  of  coirespondence  and  in  the 
compilation  of  statistical  data  that  it  will  no  longer  be 
possible  to  continue  the  work  and  maintain  it  to  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  past  with  the  help  of  but  one  clerk.  1 le 
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correspondence  has  more  than  quadrupled  from  the  first 
year,  and  when  it  is  considered  that  the  work  usually 
done  or  expected  to  be  done  by  the  County  Boards  of 
Health  in  the  matter  of  separating  and  compiling  the 
different  items  of  vital  statistics,  is  now,  since  their  aboli- 
tion,  placed  entirely  upon  the  office  of  the  State  Board, 
some  idea  can  be  had  of  the  tax  which  has  been  levied 
upon  the  office  during  the  past  year.  Mr.  Frank  B. 
Matthews,  the  Secretary  to  the  State  Health  Officer,  has 
devoted  unusual  labor  to  this  especial  branch,  and  to  his 
zeal  is  due  much  of  the  success  which  has  attended  the 
very  difficult  matter  of  compiling  the  movement  of  the 
life  wave  of  the  State.  It  will  be  remembered  also  that 
the  abolition  of  the  County  Boards  in  all  but  two  coun- 
ties in  the  State,  together  with  the  failure  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  provide  a suitable  substitute  in  the  matter  of  col- 
lecting the  life  data  of  the  State,  with  the  veto  power 
exercised  by  the  Executive  on  a measure  recommended 
by  the  Board  and  calculated  to  relieve  the  Board  from 
much  embarrassment  in  this  particular,  added  consider- 
ably to  the  detail  work  of  the  office,  as  methods  had  to  be 
thought  out  and  plans  formulated  by  which  this  most 
valuable  information  to  present  and  future  generations 
might  still  be  saved.  Attention  is  also  directed  to  the 
time  and  labor  which  the  publication  of  the  monthly 
bulletin  entails.  The  Health  Rotes  has  become  the  lead- 
ing feature  in  the  State  Board’s  efforts  to  impart  sanitary 
information  and  instructions  to  the  public,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved it  has  a firm  hold  upon  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple and  is  much  appreciated  ; for  it  is  truly  a chronology 
of  the  “ doings  ” of  the  Board  and  the  “ happenings  ” in 
health  matters  in  the  State,  month  by  month.  Inciden- 
' tally  it  is  here  mentioned  that,  as  a matter  of  economy,  it 
can  scarcely  be  expected  of  the  State  Health  Officer  that  he 
will,  at  considerable  expense  to  the  State,  expend  his  en- 
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tire  time  at  the  office  of  the  Board  in  purely  cleiical 
work,  Avhich  can  at  much  less  expense  be  performed  by 
a clerk.  Therefore,  it  is  recommended  that  additional 
clerical  assistance  be  allowed  at  the  office  of  the  Board  in 
Jacksonville,  such  additional  service  not  to  exceed  thirty 

dollars  per  month. 

FLORIDA  HEALTH  NOTES. 

The  Notes,  which  has  been  uniquely  and  appropri- 
ately styled  ‘‘The  State  Board  of  Health  in  Monthly 
Print”  has  during  the  year  increased  in  favor  and  circu- 
lation. Although  not  yielding  a return  in  any  manner 
self  supporting,  it  has  found  its  way  into  many  house- 
holds and  from  many  complimentary  remarks  caught  on 
the  wayside  of  travel,  it  is  known  that  its  influence  has 
been  strongly  felt  in  the  direction  of  domestic  hygiene 
and  public  sanitation.  Requests  not  only  for  copies,  but 
also  for  regular  supply  and  exchange  have  come  fiom 
points  least  expected,  and  the  infant  ventuie  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  of  but  a year  ago  has  developed  into  a 
yearling  of  good  growth  and  promising  vigorous  consti- 
tution. If  the  appreciation  of  this  effort  of  the  Board  to 
diffuse  useful  suggestions  as  to  caring  for  the  public 
health  and  as  a record  of  work  in  a practical  and  intel- 
ligent manner  would  only  assume  a tangible  financial 
form,  the  Board  would  be  better  pleased,  as  the  cost  upon 
the  State  for  this  object  would  be  lessened.  The  sub- 
scription price  has  been  placed  to  cover  merely  the  cost 
of  printing  and  mailing,  and  is  but  a triflle  compaied 
with  the  useful  information  which  it  is  thought  the 
monthly  issue  affords.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  May 
last  an  amount  not  to  exceed  thirty  dollars  per  month 
was  appropriated  to  defray  the  printing  of  the  Notes 
together  with  the  necessary  postage  for  distribution.  This 
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amount  paid  for  1,000  copies.  At  a meeting  on  the  27th 
of  February,  1894,  an  additional  amount  of  $7.50  per 
month  was  made  and  an  extra  thousand  copies  were 
ordered  printed  and  distributed.  The  State' Health  Offi- 
cer would  very  much  like  to  have  several  thousand 
copies  of  the  Notes  distributed  monthly,  and  hopes  that 
the  State  Board  may  soon  see  its  way  financially  clear  to 
adopt  and  order  this  suggestion. 

SANITARY  AGENTS. 

Carrying  out  the  policy  of  the  Board,  as  indicated 
by  its  previous  recommendation  to  abolish  County  Boards 
of  Health,  when  the  Legislature  confirmed  the  recom- 
mendation bv  a repeal  of  the  Statute,  the  Board  instructed 
that  as  rapidly  as  possible,  consistent  with  efficient 
selection,  agents  should  be  appointed  in  the  several 
counties  of  the  State,  who  should  keep  the  Board  advised 
of  the  local  health  conditions,  and  who  should  advise 
with  the  people  of  their  respective  localities  as  to  main- 
taining the  best  health,  and  should  also  take  active 
cognizance  of  all  sanitary  nuisances.  A circular  of 
instructions  was  issued  to  all  who  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment (See  Apendix)  and  it  is  gratifying  to  state  that  the 
Board  has  not  had  occasion  to  regret  its  action  in  this 
regard,  for  the  information  gained  of  the  health  condi- 
tions of  the  various  sections  of  the  State,  which  are  pub- 
lished monthly,  has  been  valuable  to  those  within  the 
State  and  abroad.  The  agents  of  the  Board,  except  on 
the  sea-board  counties,  receive  a monthly  compensation 
of  ten  dollars.  The  interest  felt  in  the  subject  of  sanita- 
tion has  been,  it  is  believed,  the  inducement  to  accept  the 
position  and  not  the  money  offered;  for  the  small  amount 
paid  does  not  requite  for  time  lost  in  acquring  informa- 
tion and  imparting  it  to  the  State  Board. 
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In  the  list  of  names  here  submitted  for  the  approval 
of  the  Board  the  State  Health  Officer  believes  that  earn- 
est and  careful  gentlemen  have  been  selected  for  the 
positions  calling  for  good  judgment  and  calm  discretion, 
and  when  their  ^ authority  in  compelling  observance  of 
sanitary  laws  in  the  suppression  of  nuisances  dangerous  to 
the  public  health  is  amplified  by  the  Board,  or  by  statutory 
enactment,  a great  and  lasting  benefit  will  result  to  the 
State. 

R.  A.  Lancaster,  M.  D.,  Gainesville,  Alachua  county. 

W.  R.  Chalker,  1\[.  D.,  Lake  City,  Columbia  county. 

L.  S.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Arcadia,  DeSoto  county. 

G.  W.  Lamar,  M.  D.,  Quincy,  Gadsden  county. 

D.  M.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Jasper,  Hamilton  county. 

L.  W.  Weedon,  M.  D.,  Tampa,  Hillsborough  county. 

Theo.  West,  M.  D.,  Marianna,  Jackson  county. 

Theo.  Turnbull,  M.  D.,  Monticello,  Jefferson  county. 

H.  E.  Palmer,  M.  D.,  Tallahassee,  Leon  county. 

R.  T.  AValker.  M.  D.,  Cedar  Keys,  I^evy  county. 

E.  M.  Graham,  Esq.,  Braid entown.  Manatee  county. 

W.  V.  Newsom,  IL  D.,  Ocala,  Marion  county. 

C.  B.  Sweeting,  M.  D.,  Key  West,  Monroe  county. 

J.  L.  Horsey,  M.  D.,  Fernandina,  Nassau  county. 

F.  H.  Caldwell,  M.  D.,  Sanford,  Orange  county. 

F.  M.  AVilson,  M.  D.,  Bartow,' Polk  county. 

G.  E.  AVelch,  M.  D.,  Palatka,  Putnam  county. 

L.  Alexander,  M.  D.,  St.  Augustine,  St.  Johns  county. 

C.  E.  McDougall,  M.  D.,  Milton,  Santa  Rosa  county. 

PI.  F.  Airth,  M.  D.,  Live  Oak,  Suwanee  county. 

0.  A.  Landrum,  M.  D.,  DeFuniak  Springs,  AValton 
county. 

As  soon  as  suitable  persons  can  he  found  who  are 
willing  to  accept  this  position  of  trust  and  responsibility, 
appointments  will  be  made  for  the  counties  not  yet  pro- 
vided for.  ^ 

THE  STATE  PRESS. 

It  is  observed  with  much  pleasure  that,  with  but  two 
exceptions,  the  press  of  the  State  commended  the  acts  of  the 
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State  health  authorities  in  the  management  of  the  frights 
and  scares  and  in  matters  of  precaution  exercised  last 
summer.  In  matters  of  State  medicine  and  the  preven- 
tion of  disease,  the  State  press  has  ably  seconded  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Board.  Several  articles  on  consumption,  san- 
itation, vaccination,  leprosy  and  the  cremation  of  the  dead, 
from  the  bulletin  of  the  Board,  “ Health  Notes,”  have 
been  copied  and  noticed,  besides,  considerable  space  and 
editorial  thought  has  been  devoted  to  these  and  kindred 

topics.  This  is  pre-eminetly  the  age  of  enlightenment,  . ’ i!i| 

of  education,  in  matters  of  health  as  well  as  in  matters  of 
est.  an^l  tlie  masses  are  seeking,  aye,  demand- 
ing, to  know  more  about  the  causes  and  restriction  of  dis- 
ease, of  the  studies  in  preventive  medicine  and  the  bear- 
ings of  hygiene  and  sanitation  on  the  preservation  and 
promotion  of  life.  The  daily  press  but  responds  to  a de- 
sire on  the  part  of  the  people  in  according  questions  of 
this  character  space  and  consideration.  It  is  a source  of 
congratulation  to  note  this  in  the  Florida'  press.  An  em- 
inent sanitist  of  the  great  State  of  Michigan,  the  State 
that,  probably,  ranks  foremost  in  the  science  of  State 
Hygiene,  has  said  that  the  rapid  advancement  of  State 
and  Preventive  Medicine  in  Michigan  was  due,  in  a great 
degree,  to  the  prominence  given  by  the  press  of  that  State 
to  all  matters  relating  to  the  public  health.  The  State 
Board  of  Health  of  Florida  invokes  the  aid  of  the  State 
press  in  educating  the  people  to  a healthier  way  of  living 
by  pointing  out  influences  which  are  dangerous  to  life, 
and  in  supporting  the  efforts  of  those  who  are  battling 
against  di^ase  and  its  baleful  results.  It  asks  its  assis- 
tance in  discountenancing  senseless  frights  and  in  sup- 
pressing sensational  rumors  and  reports,  which  are  cal- 
culated to  excite  the  public  mind  and  produce  panics 
and  commercial  loss.  The  Board  invites  honest  and  fair 
criticism  of  all  its  acts,  and  suggests  that  a word  of 
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encouragement  from  those  who  are  presumed  to  voice 
the  sentiments  of  the  public,  will  tend  to  lighten  the 
labors  of  all  those  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  public 
health  in  the  State. 

SURVEILLANCE  AGAINST  INTRODUCTION  OF 
EPIDEMIC  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASE. 

For  intelligent  treatment  this  subject  is  capable  of 
division  into  two  sections , maritime  medical  inspection 
to  prevent  introduction  from  foreign  sources,  and  Inter- 
State  inspection  against  introduction  from  neighboring 
States.  In  observing  these  in  every  important  detail 
epidemic  disease  has  not  entered  the  State  through  the 
stations  established  as  guard  posts  of  the  State  on  the 

coast  or  border  line,  during  the  year. 

Since  August,  1893,  when  County  Boards  of  Health 
ceased  to  exist,  the  financial  management  in  health 
supervision  of  the  entire  coast  of  the  State  except  Pensa- 
cola and  Apalachicola,  from  the  St.  Mary’s  River  on  the 
East  to  St.  George’s  Sound  on  the  West  has  devolved 
upon  the  State  Board  of  Health.  Inspection  stations  are 
maintained  at  Fernandina,  mouth  of  St.  Johns  River, 
St.  Augustine,  Ivey  West,  Punta  Rassa,  Boca  Grande  at 
the  entrance  to  Charlotte  Harbor,  Mullet  Key  at  the  en- 
trance to  Tampa  Bay,  Anclote  Keys,  Cedar  Keys,  Pensa- 
cola and  Apalachicola.  Phe  two  lattei  are  conti oiled  in 
financial  management  by  the  Boards  of  Escambia  and 
Franklin  Counties.  At  Mullet  Key  and  Pensacola  im- 
proved fumigating  and  steam  sterilizing  plants  are  in 
operation,  as  also  hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  sick.  In 
fected  vessels  arriving  at  Fernandina,  Key  West,  Mullet 
Key,  Pensacola  and  Apalachicola  were  either  treated  by 
isolation  or  sent  to  the  Government  Refuge  Stations  at 
Sapelo  Sound,  Dry  Tortugas  or  Chandelieur  Island.  As 
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previously  mentioned  no  sickness  of  an  epidemic  contag- 
ious character  entered  the  State  through  these  stations  and 
no  apprehension  arose,  except  in  the  case  of  the  steamer 
^‘Markomania”  which  was  afterwards  disproved  and  the 
sickness  on  her  satisfactorily  determined  to  be  malarial 
fever.  In  this  case,  as  has  been  noted  elsewhere,  the 
physician  in  charge  of  the  Mullet  Key  Quarantine  Station 
recognized  the  trouble  on  the  steamer  and  detained  her  for 
twenty-four  hours  beyond  the  limit,  fearful  that  suspicion 
might  attach  to  the  vessel  and  crew.  Malarial  Fever  not 
being  a quarantinable  disease  he  had  no  authority  to 
prolong  her  stay  at  the  Station. 

The  ravages  of  the  teredo  having  produced  such  de- 
struction of  the  piling  at  the  Mullet  Key  Quarantine  Sta- 
tion, it  was  found  necessary,  in  order  to  preserve  the  plant, 

^ to  substitute  other  material,  and  as  soon  as  the  quarantine 

season  ended  copper-lined  pine  timber  for  fender  piles  were 
placed  in  position  to  support  the  building.  AVhen  the 
Mullet  Key  Station  was  first  erected  the  Board  had  under 
consideration  various  kinds  of  material  for  piling  support. 
Tubular  iron,  which  would  have  been  the  cheapest  for 
durability,  was  beyond  the  financial  ability  of  the  Board 
at  the  time,  although  recognized  to  be  the  best  as  an  eco- 
nomical investment.  It  was  represented  to  the  Board  by 
those  supposed  to  know  by  experience  in  bridge  building, 
that  creosoted  pine  had  successfully  withstood  the  teredo, 
and  would  be  the  material  next  best  adapted;  in  point  of 
economy,  for  the  purpose  desired.  At  that  time,  on  ac. 
count  of  the  depth  of  water  at  the  point  selected  for  the 
erection  of  the  station,  it  was  thought  palmetto,  as  a ma- 
terial, would  be  too  springy  and  admit  of  too  much  vibra- 
tion, which  might  result  in  fracture  of  the  piles  and  sub- 
sequent loss  of  the  building  and  contained  machinery; 
and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  palmetto  was  not  originally 
used,  for  it  had  been  demonstrated  at  Key  AVest,  where 
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the  palmetto  is  quite  extensively  utilized  in  dock  construc- 
tion, that  when  the  heads  of  the  piles  are  preserved  fioin 
entrance  of  water,  the  pile  is  of  great  life  and  is  imper- 
meable to  the  teredo  in  those  waters.  The  cost  of  the 
repair  to  the  Mullet  Key  Station,  as  just  referred  to,  was 
§3,941.78. 

A hospital  has  also  been  constructed  on  Mullet  Key, 
consisting  of  a small  administration  section,  vith  de 
tached  ward.  The  whole  building  is  of  one  stoiy,  under 
one  roof  and  partly  surrounded  by  a piazza.  The  ward 
will  accommodate  eight  patients  and  ten  on  an  emergen- 
cy, the  ventilation  and  other  appointments  being  suffi- 
cient. An  appropriation  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars 
was  made  by  the  Board  for  the  erection  of  this  hospital, 
with  necessary  furnishings.  Members  of  the  State  i\Iedi- 
cal  Association,  recently  on  a visit  to  Mullet  Key,  com- 
mended not  only  the  general  plan  of  the  building,  but  the 
economy  displayed  by  the  Board  in  this  expendituie. 
The  water  supply  is  from  natural  sources,  rain,  and  is 
stored  in  a tank  of  sixteen  thousand  gallon  capacity. 

There  is  yet  needed  at  the  Mullet  Key  Station,  to 
complete  its  outfit  and  make  it  perfect  in  all  its  appoint- 
ments, a building  to  house  seamen  while  vessels  are  be- 
ing disinfected  and  cleaned,  and  to  keep  under  observa- 
tion the  ‘^suspects  ” of  contagious  disease.  This  latter  is 
particularly  worthy  of  consideration  by  the  Board,  for  the 
sick  being  provided  for  in  hospital,  others  apparentl} 
well,  but  having  been  suspiciously  near  or  in  contact 'v\ith 
the  sick,  should  be  separated  from  those  to  whom  no  sus- 
picion attaches,  and  held  under  observation  until  the 
period  for  development  shall  have  passed.  A valuable 
addition  to  the  means  for  combatting  disease  at  the  sta- 
tion would  be  a non-contagious  disease  hospital.  For  the 
present,  however,  the  work  must  be  accomplished  with- 
out it. 
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Urgent  and  frequent  requests  to  the  last  Legislature 
for  a committee  to  inspect  the  State  Quarantine  Station 
at  Mullet  Key,  finally  resulted  in  the  selection  of  the 
Hons.  A.  W.  McLeran,  of  the  Senate,  and  A.  S.  Good- 
bread  and  C.  L.  Wilder,  of  the . House,  for  that  purpose. 
Delayed  en  route  at  Jacksonville,  the  committee  visited 
the  office  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  examined  the 
books  and  the  methods  adopted  for  the  collection  of  vital 
statistics  and  distributing  information  of  a sanitary  na- 
ture to  the  public,  and  the  next  morning  they  were  met 
at  Tampa  by  the  President  of  the  Board  and  State  Health 
Officer,  and  proceeded  to  Mullet  Key  on  the  State’s  quar- 
antine tender,  “Missoe.”  A thorough  examination  of  the 
plant  was  made  by  the  committee  and  the  workings  of 
the  Station  and  the  methods  employed  were  finally  ex- 
plained. On  the  return  of  the  committee  the  report  ex- 
hibited in  the  Appendix  hereto  was  submitted  by  them. 

The  work  performed  at  this  station  during  the  year, 
May  1,  1893,  to  April  30,  1894,  has  been,  vessels  inspect- 
ed, 298  ; number  of  vessels  disinfected,  91 ; passengers 
inspected  and  passed,  2,688;  seamen  inspected,  5,719; 
aggregate  tonnage  of  shipping  passed,  137,883  ; amount 
of  fees  collected,  §6,012.40. 

The  port  of  Fernandina,  on  the  east  coast,  is  greatly 
in  need  of  improved  maritime  disinfection  facilities,  such 
as  are  obtained  at  Mullet  Key.  This  necessity  has  been 
pointed  out  very  clearly  elsewhere  in  this  report.  At 
present  the  service  is  performed  by  the  discharge  of  all 
ballast,  mechanical  cleaning  of  the  vessel  and  subsequent 
washing  with  mercuric  bichloride  solution,  sulphur  fumi- 
gation and  the  necessary  detention  for  observation.  This 
treatment  is  well  adapted  to  vessels  having  clean  bills  of 
health  and  no  sickness  on  arrival  or  during  voyage,  from 
suspicious  ports  of  the  tropics.  Vessels  having  had  sick- 
ness on  board  during  voyage,  or  foul  in  health,  aro  sent  to 
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: the  Goverment  station  at  Sapelo  Sound.  This  station  is 

at  some  distance  from  Fernandina  and  entails  loss  and 
annoyance  to  commerce  in  going  and  returning.  The 
sterilization  offoviites  in  the  shape  of  clothing  and  sail- 
ors’ dunnage  is  an  important  feature  in  making  safe  the 
interior  arrangements  of  a ship,  and  it  is  to  piovide  all 
these  necessary  requirements  of  a well-appointed  mari- 
time inspection  station,  and  as  a valuable  conseivatoi  of 
the  commerce  of  a growing  port,  that  a plant  is  lecom- 
mended  for  Fernandina.  The  health  inspection  service 
of  the  port  of  Fernandina  since  August,  when  the  Board 
assumed  operations,  has  been  self-supporting. 

The  reports  from  the  health  departments  of  the  ports 
of  Apalachicola  and  Pensacola,  which  in  financial  matters 
are  under  the  control  of  the  County  Boards  of  Health  of 
Franklin  and  Escambia  counties,  can  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix. A summary  of  the  work  done  at  each  of  the  sta- 
tions, with  fees  collected,  and  expense  of  maintaining  sta- 
tions, is  also  given. 

When  Yellow  Fever  was  announced  at  Brunswick, 
Ga.,the  State  Board  established  a train  inspection  service 
on  the  Savannah,  Florida  & Western  Railroad,  the  Geor- 
gia, Florida  & Southern,  and  the  water  transportation 
service  between  Fernandina  and  Brunswick  vas  sus- 
pended. This  inspection  consisted  in  ascertaining  from 
every  passenger  entering  the  State  through  these  trav- 
eled routes  a definite  account  of  his  whereabouts  for  the 
ten  previous  days,  and  a demand  for  a certificate  of  im- 
munity from  Yellow  Fever  or  non-contact,  signed  by  a 
duly  authorized  officer  of  the  ^larine  Hospital  Service, 
which  bureau  was  in  control  of  quarantine  matters  in 
and  around  Brunswick.  It  was  never  contended  by  the 
State  Board  of  Health  that  the  protection  thus  afforded 
was  perfect  or  certain,  for  it  was  recognized  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  epidemic  at  Brunswick,  that  to  prom- 
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ise  that  no  one  could  come  to  Florida  from  Brunswick 
without  detection  would  be  to  falsely  state  a security 
which  even  an  army  of  men  in  a close  cordon  on  the 
border  of  the  State  would  fail  to  prevent.  What  was 
promised,  and  thoroughly  fulfilled,  was  to  reduce 
the  danger  of  introduction  of  the  disease  to  a min- 
imum by  carefully  watching  the  traveled  routes, 
for  the  distance  to  be  traveled  by  other  routes  and 
methods  would  be  so  great,  and  compassed  with  so  many 
hardships  and  difficulties,  that  only  those  in  perfect 
health  could  undertake  it.  The  inspectors  turned  back 
from  the  State  line  many  persons  who  were  unprovided 
with  proper  passports,  and  forbid  their  entering  the  State. 
This  service  was  satisfactorily  performed. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  the  fact  that  with  but  one 
or  two  exceptions,  no  community  desired  during  the 
apprehensive  period  of  last  year  to  return  to  the  old  shot- 
gun quarantine  system  or  even  detention,  when  and 
where  not  especially  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health.  It  is  indeed  a pleasure  to  note  that  the 
people  of  the  State  as  a whole  were  not  unduly  alarmed, 
but  repressed  all  disposition  to  panic.  They  attended  to 
their  business  and  thus  manifested  their  confidence  in 
the  ability  and  power  of  the  Board  to  manage  the  siiua- 
tion.  Some  few  individuals  became  alarmed  and  one  or 
two  towns  wanted  to  stop  railroad  trains  and  travelers, 
and  place  inspectors  of  their  own  on  duty.  This  latter 
action,  it  is  believed,  was  more  from  a desire  to  do  some- 
thing to  appease  the  timid  than  from  any  real  fear  of 
invasion  of  the  disease.  The  people  may  be  congratulated 
upon  their  progress  in  sanitary  knowledge  in  this  respect, 
which  is  in  marked  contrast  with  the  acts  of  the  neighboring 
States  of  Georgia  and  Alabama  where  the  shot-gun  quaran- 
tine, irrespective  of  necessity,  seemed  to  have  been  a thing 
of  delight  and  joy  unspeakable.  The  people  of  Florida  can 
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now  contrast  the  ease  and  freedom  with  which  they 
traveled  in  the  Stivte  with  the  condition  of  affairs  which 
existed  in  1888,  and  must  admit  that  the  confidence 
inspired  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  w'as  in  itself  alone 
worth  the  half  mill  levy  which  the  Legislature  authorizes 
yearly  for  the  maintenance  of  the  State  health  sptem.  The 
policy  of  the  State  Board  is  one  of  strict  surveillance  to  se- 
cure the  exclusion  of  contagious  quarantinable  disease.  In 
the  past  when  the  announcement  was  made  of  any  cases  o 
suspicious  sickness  in  this  or  neighboring  States  the 
demand  was  immediately  made  by  municipal  govern- 
ments for  authority  to  quarantine.  Huring  the  past 
much  time  has  been  taken  up  in  explaining  the  useless- 
ness of  sanitary  cordons  for  each  individual  town,  and 
the  methods  of  the  Board  to  surpervise  travel  and  guaiH 
ao-ainst  invasion  of  infected  persons  or  baggage,  and  it  is 
o-ratifving  to  state  that  the  time  and  labor  expended  in 
thus  explaining  the  operations  of  the  Board  in  time  of 
threatened  danger  has  been  with  good  results. 

To  those  who  claim  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  general 
government  to  take  charge  of  and  defray  the  expenses 
attendant  on  health  protection  in  the  States  and  thus 
relieve  the  tax-payers  of  the  expense,  this  thought  is 
suggested  for  their  consideration;  That  the  general 
government  should  aid  by  advice  and  in  a substantial 
manner  whenever  it  is  asked,  and  if  Florida  should  get 
into  a “tight  fix”  again,  which  is  not  apprehended,  there 
will  be  no  hesitancy  in  making  the  request.  The  statute 
creating  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Florida  provides 
for  this  emergency.  It  should  be  borne  m mind  that 
when-  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  assumes  charge  or 
assists  the  local  health  authorities  in  the  management 
of  epidemic  disease,  its  work  and  aid  is  confined  to  the  lo- 
cality or  localities  infected.  The  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  extend  over  the  whole  State,  and  the  law 
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does  not  contemplate  this  procedure.  In  the  absence  of 
a State  health  authority,  local  quarantines  spring  up, 
under  diverse  management,  more  generally  than  other- 
wise, with  unreasonable  restrictions,  very  seriously  dam- 
aging the  commercial  interests  of  the  State  and  neighbor- 
ing States,  and  at  the  same  time  do  not  render  the 
slightest  assistance  in  health  protection.  In  fact,  at 
such  a time  the  State  as  a health  unit  has  no  existence. 
Lacking  efficient  supervision,  it  disappears  to  be  seen 
alone  to  consist  of  a number  of  disjointed  communities, 
fighting  shy  of  each  other,  barring  the  way  of  intercourse 
with  tyrannical  unreasonableness  to  the  destruction  of  local 
prosperity  and  all  in  the  one  mad  effort  for  self-preservation. 

I The  benefits  to  be  derived  and  which  Florida  has  en- 

joyed from  a State  Board  of  Health  have  been  those 
arising  from  a central  control  in  health  matters,  covering 

r 

every  part  of  the  State.  Instead  of  a hydra-headed  health 
government,  wffiich  formerly  prevailed,  each  town  for 
itself,  wdth  power  to  produce  by  irrational  quarantines,  in- 
calculable damage  to  themselves  and  to  their  neighbors 
through  local  jealousies,  Florida  has  now  one  central  con- 
trolling power  in  health  matters,  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  through  which  instruction  in  sanitation  reaches 
the  people,  and  under  whose  authority  alone  can  surveil- 
lance measures  over  travel  be  instituted. 

The  State  quarantine  coast  patrol  steamer  Mis- 
soe,”  on  July  13th,  for  violating  the  maritime  quaran- 
tine regulations,  seized  the  Spanish  smack  Josefa,’^ 
wffiile  anchored  off  Passage  Key,  mouth  of  Tampa  Bay, 
in  the  act  of  communicating  wdth  the  shore.  The 
vessel  w^as  but  nine  days  from  Havana  (the  captain’s 
I statement  that  he  had  left  Cuba  three  weeks  before  to  the 

contrary  notwithstanding) ; an  examination  of  her  store 
papers  (receipts,  bills,  etc.),  showdng  she  had  been  in  Ha- 
4 b h 


50 


Fifth  Annual  Report 


vana  on  the  4th  of  July.  She  was  towed  to  the  Mullet 
Key  Quarantine  Station  for  disinfection  and  quarantine 
detention,  after  which  she  was  turned  over  to  the  proper 
State  authorities  for  prosecution  for  violation  of  the  State 
quarantine  regulations.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  al- 
though conviction  promptly  followed  the  trial  of  this  case 
in  f.hA  Oriminal  Court  of  Hillsborough  county,  the  fine. 


which  was  virtually  the  punishment,  was  not  collected 
and  the  convicted  violators  of  the  health  laws  of  the  State 
escaped  without  any  punishment,  except  that  which  fol- 
lows the  loss  of  time  by  detention.  The  correspondence 
between  the  State  Health  Officer  and  Sheriff  Spencer, 
which  is  given  in  the  Appendix,  throws  all  the  light  on 
the  subject  which  the  State  Health  Officer  possesses. 

The  “Missoe”  was  also  engaged  during  the  season  in 
driving  off  a pernicious  class  of  visitors  Spanish  smack 
men — from  the  neighborhood  of  Anclote  Keys,  where 
they  yearly  assemble  during  the  fishing  season  for  an- 
chorage and  smuggling. 


THE  SUPPRESSION  AND  CONTROL  OF  SANITARY 

NUISANCES 


* Demands  the  thoughtful  attention  of  the  Board  dur- 
ing this  session,  in  the  formulating  of  sonie  regulations 
which  may  now  be  enforced,  or  by  obtaining  from  the 
next  Legislature  a statute  defining  what  are  sanitary  nui- 
sances, prejudicial  to  health  and  capable  of  pioducing 
disease,  and  providing  a legal  way  by  which  such  nui- 
sances can  be  speedily  abated.  The  word  speedily  is 
used,  for  if  the  existence  of  anything  will  jeopardize  the 
life  or  health  of  an  individual,  authority  should  be  legal- 
ly delegated  to  some  one  to  abate  it  without  having  to 
appeal  to  the  courts  with  the  usually  attendant  delays. 
Frequent  appeals  from  the  date  of  the  organization  of  the 
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Board,  have  been  made  to  the  State  Health  Officer,  to 
take  cognizance  of  certain  sanitary  defects  in  cities  and 
towns  in  the  State,  and  the  aid  of  the  State  Board  has 
been  evoked  to  either  remove  what  seemed  sanitary  nui- 
sances or  abate  them.  These  appeals  have  often  come  as 
a last  resort  for  relief  from  nuisances  dangerous  to  health 
which  city,  town  or  county  governments  have  neglected 
or  refused  to  recognize.  No  greater  compliment  could 
possibly  be  paid  to  the  State  health  authorities  than  this 
recognition  of  what  the  public  considers  should  be  its 
authority  or  control,  and  the  impression  seems  to  prevail 
generally  through  the  State  that  the  Board  has  the  nec- 
essary authority  to  require  municipal  and  county  gov- 
ernments to  properly  and  sufficiently  protect  the  health 
of  the  citizen.  The  Board  should  be  vested  with  some 
^ such  authority.  It  was  sought  to  remedy  this  by  legisla- 

tion last  year,  but  failed  through  the  executive  veto,  and 
it  can  be  appreciated  how  helpless  the  Board  is  in  its 
power  to  enforce,  by  legal  means,  any  measures  for  the 
prevention  of  disease  occurring  in  domestic  life,  when  it 
is  known  that  under  the  present  statute  a poluted  well, 
or  a dangerous  vault  or  privy,  or  any  other  menace  to 
health,  cannot  be  immediately  closed  by  the  Board  or  its 
agents.  The  Board  can  and  does  advise,  but  except  in 
the  presence  of  epidemic  disease,  or  to  prevent  its  intro- 
duction and  spread,  the  statute  is  not  very  explicit  as  to 
the  extent  of  its  authority  in  suppressing  the  cause  of 
disease.  The  reading  of  the  law  should  be  so  plain  as 
not  to  require  any  resort  to  the  courts  to  define  its  author- 
ity and  limitations.  The  old  adage  than  “an  ounce  of 
prevention  is  worth  a pound  of  cure,”  is  particularly  ap- 
plicable to  the  matter  under  discussion,  for  it  is  in  perfect 
keeping  with  the  progressive  thought  of  this  century. 
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MEETINGS. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  last  annual  report  the 
Board  has  had  three  meetings.  The  annual  meeting  re- 
quired by  law,  May  1,  1893;  a meeting  on  the  17th  of 
June,  1893,  and  another  on  the  27th  of  February  of  the 
present  year.  At  the  annual  meeting  m May  last  the 
Board  reorganized  by  re-electing  Hon.  IV.  B.  Henderson, 
of  Tampa,  President,  and  Joseph  Y.  Porter,  M.  D.,  of  Ivey 
West,  Secretary  and  State  Health  Officer.  The  Maritime 
Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  United  States  as  promul- 
gated by  the  Treasury  Department  under  Act  of  Congress 
of  Fehruary  15, 1893,  were  considered  and  referred  to  the 
Board’s  legal  advisers.  The  cost  of  the  maintenance  of 
the  employes  of  the  quarantine  system  of  the  State  was 
fixed  at  a rate  of  fifty  cents  per  diem  per  capita  as  the 
maximum.  The  State  Health  Officer  was  authorized  to 
make  provision  at  Anclote  Keys  similar  to  the  establish- 
ment then  maintained  at  Sarasota  Pass.  Better  facilities 
for  discharging  ballast  at  Mullet  Key  were  discussed,  and 
the  State  Health  Officer  authorized  to  provide  “ballast 
logs”  or  otherwise  make  proper  provision  in  the  premises. 
The  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Marion  County  Board 
of  Health  were  approved,  and  the  appointment  of  several 
port  inspectors  confirmed. 

The  meeting  in  June  was  called  to  consider  needful 
additions  to  the  regulations,  made  necessary  by  the  repeal 
of  the  law  authorizing  County  Boards  of  Health,  and  also 
the  promulgation  of  the  United  States  Quarantine  Law, 
as  well  as  to  advise  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  of  the 
financial  necessities  of  the  Board  in  the  matter  of  a tax 
levy  for  State  health  purposes  for  the  coming  year.  1‘ie 
Board  had  also  under  advisement  the  question  of  sanitary 
ao-ents  for  the  counties  not  provided  with  County  Boards 
of  Health  and  the  erection  of  the  Fernandina  quaran- 
tine plant.  A few  changes  were  made  in  the  Fee  bill  o 
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charges  for  inspection  and  disinfection  at  the  maritime 
quarantine  stations  and  the  furnishing  of  the  recently 
erected  hospital  at  Mullet  Key. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed,  making  request 
of  his  Excellency  to  order  the  full  half  mill  levy  author- 
ized by  the  statute ; and  the  President  during  a session  of 
the  meeting  transmitted  the  same  in  a formal  letter,  a 
copy  of  which,  together  with  his  Excellency’s  answer,  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  report: 

''Resolved  by  this  Board,  That  in  view  of  the  addi- 
tional expense  and  duties  devolving  upon  it  in  conduct- 
ing the  maritime  quarantine  stations  of  the  counties  bor- 
dering on  the  sea  coast  of  this  State,  formerly  sustained 
by  taxation  on  said  counties,  his  Excellency,  Governor 
II . L.  ^litchell,  be  earnestly  requested  to  order  the  levy  of 
the  full  tax,  one-half  mill,  provided  by  statute  for  the 
support  of  this  board.” 

The  meeting  on  February  27th,  1894,  was  called  to 
consider  the  erection  of  a disinfection  and  steam  steriliz- 
ing plant  for  the  East  Coast  of  Florida,  at  or  near  Fer- 
nandina. At  the  request  of  the  Governor  the  Board  met 
at  the  State  capital.  At  this  meeting  the  necessities  of 
the  East  Coast  of  Florida  for  more  efficient  and  improved 
methods  of  protection  against  contagious  diseases,  through 
shipping  from  foreign  ports,  was  clearly  and  plainly  de- 
fined by  the  State  Health  Officer,  who  explained,  it  is 
thought,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  and  the  Governor, 
that  the  growing  commerce  of  Fernandina  and  Jackson- 
ville vlth  foreign  ports,  by  reason  of  the  lumber  and 
phosphate  trade,  demanded  that  the  people  of  this  section 
of  the  State  should  be  protected  by  the  State  in  their 
health  interests  in  such  a manner  as  to  least  interfere 
with  their  commercial  prosperity.  There  was  no  dissent 
’ on  the  part  of  the  Board  or  the  Governor  to  these  views, 
and  the  construction  of  an  establishment,  such  as  was 
recommended,  would  have  been  at  once  ordered  could 
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the  necessary  funds  have  been  procured  to  pay  the  cost 
of  erection.  It  was  ’thought  that  the  amount  of 
money  available  for  health  purposes  for  the  coming 
year  (1894),  as  elsewhere  shown  in  this  report,  was  not 
sufficient  to  carry  on  the  current  expenses  of  the  Board, 
anticipate  emergencies  in  expenditure,  such  as  flights 
and  scares,  and  the  construction  of  this  plant  in  addition. 
A conference  with  the  Governor  and  Comptroller  vas 
held,  in  which  the  matter  was  discussed,  and  a proposi- 
tion was  made  by  the  Board  for  a loan  to  them  fiom  the 
State  Treasury  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  returned  the 
next  year  by  the  Comptroller  from  funds  accruing  in  the 
usual  manner  for  State  health  purposes.  It  was  learned 
that  there  was  no  law  authorizing  such  a course,  but  the 
necessity  appearing  warrantable,  there  was  no  legal  le- 
striction  against  the  State  Treasurer  assuming  the  respon- 
sibility for  such  a loan,  particularly  as  no  risk  was  in- 
volved, the  loan  being  to  the  State,  and  its  return  amply 
secured  through  official  action  by  the  Comptroller,  a State 
officer.  Unfortunately,  the  State  Treasurer  was  absent 
from  the  capitol  at  the  date  of  meeting,  and  his  intention 
or  purpose  in  the  matter  could  not  be  ascertained.  It  has, 
however,  been  subsequently  learned  through  an  official 
letter  to  the  President  of  the  Board  from  the  Governor  Uiat 
at  a further  conference  of  the  Board  of  State  Institutions 
the  State  Treasurer  declined  to  accede  to  the  request  of 
the  Board.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  it  will  prob- 
ably delay  action  in  affording  relief  to  the  eastern  coast, 
greatly  to  be  desired,  and  justly  demanded  by  the  citizens 

thereof 

DISCRETIONARY  AUTHORITY. 

Before  concluding,  the  State  Health  Ofiicor  invites 
attention  to  a matter  which,  although  delicate  in  nature, 
as  referring  to  himself,  and  is  approached  with  much  hesi- 
tancy, still  one  which,  under  the  present  workings,  it  is 
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thought  the  efficiency  of  the  Executive  officer  of  the. Board 
snffers.  The  opinion  is  prevalent  that  the  State  Health 
Officer^as  Executive  officer  of  the  Board,  is  vested  , with  some 
discretionary  authority  in  the  enforcement  of  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Board,  and  surprise  is  often  expressed  when 
the  contrary  is  made  known.  No  set  of  health  or  quar- 
antine rules  or  regulations  can  be  framed  that-will  be  ap-. 
plicable  to  all  cases  'which  may  arise,  and  'when  the  health 
interests  of  the  State,  or  commerce,  will  not  be  injured  or 
threatened,  certain  latitude,  in  the  way  of  discretion,  should 
be  delegated  to  the  Executive  officer  to  act  in  the  premises 
as  his  judgment  deems  best  for,  all  concerned.  Oftentimes 
it  is.  not  possible  to  enforce  the  regulations  according  to 
the  letter,  as  was  the  case  with  the  sailing  ships  “ Minden,’^ 
“King  Alfred,’’  “Chittagong”  and  “Eugenie,”  t'^^o  years 
ago.  Had  these  vessels  discharged  their  ballast  their  con- 
dition would  have  been  imperilled.  Oftentimes  the  State 
Health  Officer  cannot . consult  '^dth  the  President  of  the 
Board  in  regard  to  matters  which  arise  not  provided- for 
by  the  rules.  Along  the  coast  it  is  not  possible  to  commu- 
nicate by  mail  or  wire,  and,  even  when  permitted  by  the 
termer  method,  may  entail  a delay  dangerous  to  the  health 
interests  of  the  State  as  to  commerce,  and- to  communicate 
intelligently  by  telegraph  would  be  very  expensive.  This 
matter  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Board  be- 
fore in  the  annual  report  of  1893,  when  it  was  urged  in 
connection  with  the  cases  of  the  unballasting  of  the  ves- 
sels above  cited.  The  State  Health  Officer  does  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  making  a special  plea  for  any  conces- 
sion to  the  Executive  Officer  of  the  Board,  or  as  inviting 
attention  to  this  subject  in  a spirit  other  than  as  affecting 
the  efficiency  of  the  Board  in  its  general  work  of  conserv- 
ing the  health  with  the  commercial  interests  of  the  State. 
The  attribute  of  “discretion,”  which  is  the  only  prerequi- 
site for  appointment  as  a member  of  the  State  Board  of 
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Health — “ the  Governor  shall  appoint  three  discreet  citi- 
zens,” says  the  statute— should  certainly  be  vested  in  the 
official  having  the  qualifications  designated  by  the  statute 
for  the  responsible  duty  of  State  Health  Officer,  in  his 
character  of  representative  of  the  Board,  to  the  end  that 
this  quality  of  discretion  may  be  made  effective  through- 
out the  work  to  which  the  Board,  through  him,  is  called 

upon  in  emergencies  to  perform. 

The  State  Health  Officer  takes  this  occasion  to  thank 
the  Board  for  the  renewal  of  their  confidence  in  him, 
which  was  expressed  last  May  when  he  was,  while  con- 
templating resigning  the  work,  re-elected  State  Health 
Officer  and  Secretary.  The  re-election,  with  the  very 
flattering  resolutions  which  accompanied  the  same,  are 
highly  appreciated  and  will  be  sincerely  cherished. 

In  the  preceding  narration  of  events  and  transac- 
tions, which  form  the  record  of  the  executive  office  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health  for  the  past  year,  the  State  Health 
Officer  has  purposed  to  give  a faithful  and  impartial 
chronology,  with  such  deductions  and  recommendations 
for  future  legislative  action  as  may  enlarge  to  the  State 
the  advantages  which  have  already  followed  the  organi- 
zation of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Florida. 

J.  Y.  Porter,  M.  D., 

State  Health  Officer  and  Secretary. 


Expenditures 

FOR  TWELVE  MONTHS,  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1894. 


Per  diem  and  mileage  of  members  . . . . § 605  00 

State  Health  Officer’s  salary 8,000  00 

State  Health  Officer’s  traveling  expenses  . . 593  89 

Clerical  assistance  in  office  of  Board  ....  1,358  66 

Attorney’s  salary 300  00 

Inspectors’  salaries 1,1767  5 

Office  rent 180  00 

Office  furniture 900 

General  office  expenses 141  43 

Printing  and  stationery 1,368  41 

Printing  annual  report 203  85 

Official  telegrams 26364 

Maintenance  of  State  Maritime  Quarantine  . 13,799  95 

Insurance 375  28 

Erection  of  hospital  at  Mullet  Key  ....  2,300  00 

Agents’  salaries 1,132  67 

Pensacola  investigation  reputed  Y.  P.  cases  . 460  27 

Protection  against  Y.  F.  at  Brunswick  . . 869  73 

Markomania  and  Port  Tampa  cases  ....  370  60 

Telephone 6000 

Miscellaneous 69  00 


Total §28,638  13 


PENSACOLA  CASES. 


On  August  9th,  the  attending  physician  reported 
that  Rev.  F.  C.  Waite  and  Ellen  Wood  had  died  that 
morning  of  yellow  fever.  The  report  came  to  the  local 
Board  of  Health  without  any  previous  notice  of  even  a 
suspicion  of  the  existence  of  yellow  fever  in  the  city. 
Steps  were  immediately  taken  to  isolate  and  guard  the 
premises  where  the  deaths  occurred,  both  of  which  were 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  city,  on  elevated  ground,  and 
separated  from  each  other  by  about  five  blocks.  An  au- 
topsy was  held  during  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  and. 
the  physicians  performing  the  same  decided  that  both 
deaths  had  been  caused  by  yellow  fever.  Upon  this  the 
county  health  authorities  gave  notice  by  wire  to  the  State 
and  United  States  health  authorities,  and  also  to  the 
health  boards  of  the  adjacent  States.  The  State  Health 
Officer  arrived  on  the  night  of  the  10th  and  next  morning 
assumed  official  charge,  investigating  the  decision  of  the 
reporting  physicians  and  the  probable  origin  of  the  con- 
tagion, issuing  the  following  bulletin  : 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  August  11,  1893. 

To  the  Public: 

By  direction  of  the  President  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  and  in  compliance  with  Section  769  of  the  Re- 
vised Statutes  of  the  State  of  Florida,  the  State  Health 
Officer  of  Florida  assumes  supervision  of  all  sanitary 
matters  in  the  city  and  port  of  Pensacola.  The  manage- 
ment of  details  and  execution  of  instructions  will  be 
through  the  executive  department  of  the  Escambia  County 
Board  of  Health; 

The  State  Health  Officer,  desires  to  say  to  the  public 
that‘  at  this  present  time  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
occasion  for  undue  alarm  nor  scare.  The  report  on  the 
autopsy  ot.  the  Rev.  Waite  and  Ellen  Wood  having  been 
officially  accepted  and  declared  as  yellow  fever,  for  the 
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present  the  State  health  authorities  will  act  on  this  dec- 
laration and  will  institute  such  precautionary  measures, 
looking  to  the  protection  of  all  citizens,  as  may  be  deemed 

A house  to  house  inspection  has  been  ordered  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  sick  in  the  city  and  the  cause  of 
sickness.  The  result  of  this  inspection,  made  as  rapid  y, 
but  as  thoroughly  as  possible,  will  be  given  to  the  public 
as  soon  as  completed.  An  official  mvestigation  into  the 
orio-in  of  the  cases  referred  to  will  be  commenced  at  once. 
There  are  no  reports  to  the  health  office  of  any  new  cases 
of  yellow  fever  nor  any  suspicious  cases  this  morning. 
The  inmates  of  the  houses  where  the  two  cases  of  fever 
occurred  and  which  are  isolated  are  in  good  health. 
The  excitement  which  prevailed  during  the  past  two  days, 

it  is  gratifying  to  say,  has  subsided.  , r 

The  health  authorities  ask  the  moral  support  of  the 
citizens  of  the  State  in  executing  the  health  laws,  and 
take  this  occasion  to  request  that  each  one  will  exercise 
the  faculty  of  reason  to  enable  him  to  suppress  fear,  allay 
the  apprehensions  of  the  weak  and  timid  and  to  aveit 
panics;  which  latter  are  destructiye-to  all  interests  of  the 
State  The  plain  and  simple  advice  is  tendered  to  every- 
one to  attend  to  the  usual  lines  of  business  and  to  leave 
to  those  legally  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  public 
health  the  responsibility  for  so  doing,  ihere  seems  to 
be  a disposition  on  the  part  of  some  communities  to  resort 
to  the  pernicious  custom  of  premature  quarantine  on  the 
the  slightest  cause  and  for  no  good  reason,  except  an  un- 
reasonable and  senseless  fear.  These  places  am  reminded 
that  the  health  laws  of  Florida  forbid  the  establishment 
of  any  quarantine  (seacoast  or  inland)  without  the  au- 
thority of  the  State  Board  of  Health;  a measure  deemed 
advisable  at  the  organization  of  the  State  Board  in  1889 
to  prevent  a destruction  to  trade  and  an  mfiiotion  oi  un- 
warrantable indignities  and  suffering  to  innocent  people. 

A bulletin  will  be  posted  morning  and  evening  at 
the  Board  of  Health  office  in  the  city,  giving  an  official 
statement  of  health  matters. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Y.  Porter,  M.  D., 

^ State  Health  Officer  of  Florida. 


f 


State  Board  of  Health.  61 

Under  the  direction  of  the  State  Health  Officer,  act- 
ing through  the  County  Board  of  Health,  a house  to 
house  inspection  was  at  once  begun  and  vigorously  prose- 
cuted, and  measures  were  taken  to  trace  every  rumored 
suggestion  as  to  how  yellow  fever  might  have  reached  the 
city.  Surgeon  G.  M.  Magruder  of  the  Marine  Hospital 
Service  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  11th,  and  Surgeon 
AV.  H.  Carter  of  the  same  service  on  the  morning  of  the 
12th.  These  gentlemen  entered  at  once  into  a hearty 
co-operation  with  the  State  Health  Officer  in  car  lying  out 
his  plan  of  investigation.  On  Monday,  August  14th,  the 
fullowing  bulletin  was  published  by  the  State  Health 
Officer : 

To  the  Public: 

The  State  Health  Officer  of  Florida  announces  that 
an  investigation  into  the  causes  of  death  of  Rev.  F.  C.  AVaite 
and  Ellen  AAffiod,  who  were  reported  to  have  died  of  yel- 
low fever  in  the  city  of  Pensacola  on  the  9th  day  of  Au- 
gust, has  been  thoroughly  and  impartially  made,  in  wffiich 
he  has  been  ably  assisted  by  Surgeons  AV.  H.  Carter  and 
G.  M.  Alagruder  of  the  U.  S.  Alarine  Hospital  Service. 
These  gentlemen  agree  with  the  conclusions  herein  ex- 
pressed. These  cases  were  not  seen  either  in  life  or  death 
and  therefore  the  opinions  hereinafter  noted  are  based 
on  the  clinical  history  of  the  cases,  the  record  of  autop- 
sies, and  the  statements  of  the  relatives,  nurses  and 
friends  of  the  decedents  who  were  in  attendance  during 
their  late  illness. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  clinical  history  or  in  the  au- 
topsy of  the  Rev.  Mr.  AVaite  to  justify  a diagnosis  of  Yel- 
low Fever.  On  the  contrary,  he  seems  to  have  died  from 
acute  Gastro-enteritis,  with  marked  abdominal  symp- 
toms. 

In  the  case  of  the  child,  Ellen  AVood,  the  opinion  is 
given,  that  while  the  record  of  the  case  clinically  and 
from  the  autopsy,  does  not  give  a clear  history  of  Yellow 
Fever,  yet  it  contained  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  the 
statement  that  the  case  was  “suspicious,”  and  demands 
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precautionary  surveillance  and  disinfection  of  the  dwell- 
ing  and  its  contents,  together  with  the  premises.  At  this 
present  time  there  have  been  no  other  cases  of  ^ elloxv 
Fever  nor  suspicious  cases  reported.  A house  to  house 
inspection  which  has  been  made  within  the  last  three 
days  and  is  now  completed,  discovers  no  sickness  of  a 
suspicious  nature  among  the  residents  of  the  city. 
fSio-ned)  Joseph  Y.  Porter,  M.  D., 

""  State  Health  Officer  of  Florida. 

Surgeon  R.  D.  Murray,  who  ha/t  been  designated  as 
an  Yellow  Fever  expert  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Service, 
arrived  on  the  night  of  the  14th,  and  after  a thorough 
examination  of  the  whole  matter,  fully  concurred  in  the 
opinion  of  the  State  Health  Officer  and  the  associate  sur- 
geons, as  expressed  in  the  bulletin  of  the  14th.  It  is 
proper  to  add,  also,  that  the  statements  therein  made  were 
in  full  accord  with  the  opinion  of  the  local  health  au- 
thorities. The  following  copies  of  letters,  bulletins,  etc., 
are  all  self-explanatory  and  furnish  those  interested  with 

further  particulars  relating  to  these  cases. 

Copy  of  letter  of  the  State  Health  Officer  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Board,  on  the  morning  following  his  arrival 
at  Pensacola: 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  August  11th,  1893. 
Hon.  W.  B.  Henderson,  President  State  Board  Health, 

Tampa  : 

Dear  Mr.  Henderson  I arrived  here  last  night, 
ciuite  late  ; had  but  a few  minutes  conversation  with  Dr. 
Hargis  before  retiring,  but  early  this  morning  took  charge 
and  have  ordered  a house  to  house  inspection,  and  will 

interview  all  the  doctors  at  six  this  p.  m. 

No  new  cases  have  been  reported  to  the  Board,  ancl  at 

present  there  are  no  suspicious  cases  nor  cases  ot 
Fever  in  town,  and  the  inmates  of  both  the  isolated  and 
quarantined  houses  are  all  well.  From  present  appeap- 
ances  there  is  absolutely  nothing  in  the  situation  here  to 
cause  alarm,  and  the  “stampede”  on  the  part  of  the  citi- 
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zens  df  Peifskcdla.  They  lost  their  heads  entirely  and 
went  “daft”  over  “getting  out.” 

There  is  no  record  of  the  autopsy  of  the  cases  on  file 
in  the  office  of  the  Board  here.  The  only  record  is' a cer- 
tificate on  a prescription  blank  in  the  following  lan- 
guage: 

“We,  the  ^ undersigned  physicians,  concur  in  the 
diagnosis  of  Yellow  Fever  in  the  case  of  F.  C.  Waite. 

(Signed)  Wm.  H.  Ross,  M.  D., 

i J.  Z.  Cravey,  M.  D., 

F.  G.  Renshaw,  M.  D., 

C.  R.  Oglesby,  M.  D. 

A similar  one  for  the  Wood  child.  From  what  I 
can  learn  at  this  writing,  and  the  evidence  before  me,  I 
am  under  the  impression  that  the  autopsy  was  ver}'  hur- 
riedly made.  The  scare  is  about  over  and  very  few"  leav- 
ing the  city  from  alarm. 

A meeting  of  the  citizens  yesterday  petitioned  Dr. 
Wyman  to  send  an  expert  here,  and  he  answ^ers  that  he 
has  ordered  Drs.  Murray,  Carter  and  Magruder  here. 
While  I deprecate  the  action  of  the  citizens  as  being  un- 
wdse  and  decidedly  contumacious  to  the  State  health 
authorities,  yet  I should  be  pleased  to  see  the  medical 
gentlemen  named.  They  are  all  friends  of  mine  and  wdll 
be  of  much  assistance  and  help.  I have  engaged  the  ser- 
vices of  a stenographer  in  order  that  I may  easily  keep 
for  record  information  that  is  given  to  me.  This  service 
w"ill  be  utilized  this  p.  m.,  wdien  I meet  the  physicians. 
I issued  a proclamation  to-day,  taking  charge  by  your 
direction,  and  giving  the  people  of  the  State  some  advice 
in  regard  to  panics  and  shotgun  quarantines.  I have 
■given  this  to  the  press  as  it  w"as  too  long  to  wdre  you. 

Later. — I have  a telegram  from  Wyman  saying 
Murray,  jMagruder  and  Carter  w"ould  arrive  to-night. 
They  are  ordered  to  offer  me  any  assistance.  Murray  is 
the  expert  to  determine  the  nature  of  the  cases.  I called 
on  Capt.  Saltmarsh,  the  Supt.  of  the  P.  & A.  road,  asking 
him  not  to  suspend  the  running  of  trains,  as  I had  heard 
he  intended  doing,  because  of  the  alarm  it  w"ould  give 
and  particularly  because  the  situation  did  not  w"arrant  it. 


I will  write  you  every  day  and  Frank  has  been  instructed 
to  repeat  you  any  wire. 

Yours  very  truly. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Y.  Porter. 

The  * following  was  sent*  out  from  the  office  of  the 
Board  to  the  various  State  health  organizations  of  the 
country,  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  of  interstate 
notifications  of  all  cases  of  infectious  or  contagious  dis- 
eases : 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  August  11,  1893. 

Dear  Sir  : — You  are  informed  that  the  Escambia 
' County  Board  of  Health,  under  date  of  August  9th,  re- 
ported two  deaths  from  Yellow  Fever  in  the  city  of  Pen- 
sacola. Immediately  on  receipt  of  the  information  the 
State  Health  Officer  was  ordered  to  Pensacola  to  assume 
control,  on  behalf  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  of  all 
matters  in  connection  therewith.  * 

The  Escambia  County  Board  of  Health,  having  de- 
clared the  cases  to  be  Yellow  Fever,  for  the  present  the 
State  health  authorities  will  act  on  this  declaration  and 
will  institute  precautionary  measures.  An  official  inves- 
tigation of  the  cases  referred  to  has  been  commenced.  To 
date  no  new  or  “ suspicious  ” cases  have  been  reported. 
You  will  be  further  advised. 

Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  W.  B.  Henderson, 

President  State  Board  Health. 


Clinical  Notes  of  Case  of  Child  Ellen  Wood  . -ZJr.  W.  H. 

Ross,  Attending  Physician. 

Ellen  Wood,  six  and  a half  years  old,  a native  of 
Pensacola.  She  had  not  been  strong  and  well  for  several 
weeks,  though  she  was  not  considered  sick  enough  to 
have  a physician.  She  had  had,  about  two  weeks  pre- 
vious, four  or  five  actions  one  day,  but  since  had  not 
been  troubled. 
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She  was  found  to  have  fever  on  the  morning  of  Au- 
gust 5th,  and  later  in  the  day  I was  sent  for.  Her  mother 
said  that  she  had  been  vomiting  constantly  everything 
that  was  given  her.  She  complained  of  her  head,  and 
said  her  stomach  hurt  her.  Pulse,  100;  temperature, 
102  1-5 ; bowels,  constipated.  She  had  been  given  syrup 
of  figs,  but  had  not  retained  it.  She  was  put  on  J-grain 
doses  of  calomel,  which  she  retained.  8 p.  m.,  pulse,  100; 
temperature,  102  1-5. 

August  6th:  During  the  night  she  vomited  once  or 
twice,  but  did  not  rest  very  well.  She  had  two  small  ac- 
tions and  another  from  an  enema.  Pulse,  100;  tempera- 
ture, 102.  During  the  day  the  condition  remained  about 
the  same,  the  temperature  in  the  evening  standing  at 
lOlJ. 

August  7th:  The  child  had  passed  a restless  night; 
complained  of  pain  in  the  stomach,  and  I found  some 
tympanitis,  though  there  did  not  seem  to  be  a great  deal 
of  tenderness  on  pressure.  Her  condition  was  about  the 
same.  I could  not  get  temperature  account  of  rest- 
lessness. She  had  vomited  repeatedly. 

August  8th:  Another  restless  night.  The  skin  did 
not  indicate  much,  if  any,  fever  to  the  touch,  but  the  child 
would  roll  and  toss  so  that  I could  not  get  her  tempera- 
ture. She  made  them  carry  her  from  one  bed  to  another, 
from  one  room  to  the  other,  where  she  would  lie  quiet  for 
a few  minutes  and  then  begin  to  roll  again.  Passed  one 
round  worm.  This  continued  until  towards  midnight, 
when  she  threw  up  black  vomit  several  times  and  died 
about  7 a.  m.  The  skin  had  begun  to  assume  the  lemon- 
yellow  hue  which  was  present  at  the  autopsy. 

AUTOPSY. 

Ellen  Wood,  white,  6J  years. 

External  Appearance. — Skin  jaundiced  and  in  strik- 
ing contrast  with  the  marbling  and  purple  blotches  in  the 
more  dependent  parts  of  the  body.  Finger  tips  and  mar- 
gin of  ears  darkened  from  stagnant  blood. 

Liver. — Glisson’s  capsule  was  discolored  by  preserva- 
tive fluids  injected  for  embalming  purposes.  Largest  lobe 
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having  been  incised,  blood  exuded  quite  freely.  Interior 
dark,  and  generally  congested  and  exceedingly  friable. 

biflddftr  oontained  bile,  rather  darker  than  usual 


and  normal  in  quantity. 

Stomach  contained  a dark,  spotted  fluid,  resembling 
serum  mixed  with  black  pepper  or  ground  coffee  (no  mi- 
croscopic examination  made) ; thickened  condition  of  lin- 
ing membrane,  with  a reddened  and  congested  appear- 


ance. 

Intestines  red,  and  congested  in  places.  Csecum  and 
six  inches  of  small  intestines  removed.  No  obstructions 
found  in  any  part  of  intestinal  tract. 

Kidneys  congested;  capsules  easily  removed. 

Spleen  normal  in  size. 

Bladder  contained  about  one  drachm  of  urine. 

Interior  of  abdominal  cavity  changed  by  fluids  men- 
tioned so  nothing  as  to  their  appearance  could  be  satisfac- 
torily stated. 

(Signed)  F.  G.  Renshaw,  M.  D. 


Clinical  Notes,  case  of  F.  C.  Waite  : 

F.  C.  AVaite,  47,  small,  spare  built  man,  blue  eyes, 
brown  hair  and  beard;  has  been  living  in  Pensacola  over 
two  years.  Complexion  sallow.  Has  not  had  a fever 
previous  to  this  for  twenty-three  yeais.  Occupation, 
architect,  was  also  running  a planing  mill ; was  a Baptist 
minister.  AVas  called  to  see  him  August  2d,  18J3.  He 
had  taken  a dose  of  patent  pills  the  night  previous  and 
they  had  acted  on  him  about  five  times.  He  was  not 
feeling  well  in  the  morning  and  did  not  go  down  town. 
About  2 p.  m.  had  a very  slight  chill  and  1 saw  him  at 
3 p.  m.  AVas  complaining  of  headache  and  pains  in 
the /limbs.  Usual  signs  of  fever.  Tongue  somewhat 
furred.  Pulse  100;  temperature  102  l-o. 

August  3,  9 a.  m.;  Found  him  in  about  the  same 
condition, exceptthathehad  hadanumber  of  actions,  which 
were  described  as  green  and  thin.  Pulse,  98;  tempeiatuie, 
102  1-5.  AVhile  I was  in  the  room  he  complained  of  a 
draught  of  wind  which  blew  on  him  and  in  a few  min- 
utes of  chiliness. 

1 p.  m:  No  particular  change  except  had  vomited 
and  fever  had  rapidly  risen.  Pulse,  120;  temperature,  105. 
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5:30  p.  m : Since  last  visit  has  taken  fourteen  grains 
of  phenacitine.'  Pulse,  120  ; temperature,  1034. 

11:30  p.  m.:  Pulse,  112;  temperature,  102J.  Had 
four  more  grains  of  phenacitine  since  last  visit.  Still 
vomiting  at  intervals.  A^omit,  dark  green  mixed  with 
mucous.  Had  had  several  small  green  actions.  Exam- 
ined urine  but  could  And  no  albumen. 

August  4th,  8:30  a.  m : Has  slept  very  little  during 
the  night.  Pulse,  112;  temperature,  102|-. 

2:45  p.  m:  Pulse  116;  temperature,  102J.  Had 
vomited  twice. 

7:25  p.  m.:  Pulse,  116;  temperature,  101  1-5,  Had 
vomited  several  times  and  had  several  green  actions. 

August  5,  8 a,  m.:  Pulse,  114;-  temperature,  99  3-5. 
Had  vomited  several  times.  Had  had  several  actions, 
green,  wdth  pieces  like  membrane,  very  dark,  a few" 
specks  of  blood  and  black  specks  about  half  the  size  of  a 
pea.  Tenderness  over  epegastrium. 

1.-25  p.  m.:  Pulse,  115;  temperature,  1014.  Amount- 
ing continued  several  times  and  had  tw"o  actions,  thin 
and  very  dark  particles.  Great  tenderness  over  the  epi- 
gastrium on  pressure. 

7:25  p.  m.:  Pulse  115;  temperature,  1024.  Ammited 
once  or  twdee. 

11:30  p.  m.:  Pulse,  116;  temperature,  101  1-5.  One 
action  and  vomited  once. 

August  6,  7 a.  m.:  Pulse  104;  temperature,  98  4-5. 
One  action  very  dark  and  thin,  but  not  homogeneous. 
No  nausea.  Conjunctiva  yellowish. 

10:35  a.  m.:  Pulse,  102;  temperature,  98  3-5.  A^om- 
ited  once,  mucous. 

7 p.  m.:  Pulse,  102;  temperature,  99.  Amomited  once. 

12  p.  m.:  Has  had  slight  convulsion. 

August  7,  7 a.  m.:  Pulse,  114;  temperature,  100  1-5. 
Had  tw"0  very  dark  actions;  has  had  three  convulsions. 

After  this  I w"as  unable  to  take  the  temperature  satis- 
factorily. The  interval  betw"een  the  convulsions  became 
less  and  less.  The  convulsions  continued  during  the 
follow’ing  day  and  he  sank  into  a comatose  state  during 
the  night  of  August  8th,  and  died  at  9 a.  m.  on  the  9th. 

I saw-  him  about  8 a.  m.  on  the  9th,  and  I again  saw 
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him  at  10:30,  one  hour  and  a half  after  death.  The 
appearance  of  the  skin  had  decidedly  changed  and  he 
was  becoming  of  a yellow  lemon  hue,  which  color  was 
found  well  marked  at  the  post-mortem  some  hours  later. 
I do  not  believe  that  there  was  any  complete  suppression 
of  urine,  and  at  times  he  seemed  to  pass  it  freely,  nor  did 
I find  more  than  a trace  of  albumen. 


Post  Mortem  Notes : 

Case  of  F.  C.  Waite.  Age  47.  Died,  August  9th, 
1893.  Autopsy  held  by  Dr.  F.  G.  Reiishaw  five  hours 
after  death. 

Eyes:  Conjunctiva  injected  with  yellow. 

Skin:  The  skin  was  decidedly  jaundiced  over  the 
entire  body;  was  of  a bright  lemon  color.  There  were  no 
ecchymotic  spots  or  cutaneous  hemorrhages. 

The  liver  was  box-wood  in  color,  both  externally  and 
on  section  ; about  half  ounce  of  bile  in  gall  bladder. 

The  heart  showed  fatty  change  around  and  near  the 
valves ; was  not  contracted  ; contents  fluid.  There  was 
no  appearance  of  clot.  Heart  was  too  pale  in  appear- 
ance, externally  especially ; somewhat  so  on  section. 

Intestines  were  opened  from  pylorus  to  the  ileum ; 
no  obstructions;  in  the  main  empty;  some  thickened 
mucous  and  yellowish  fluid.  Some  thickening  and  whit- 
ish appearance  of  mucous  membrane.  No  ulceration. 

The  stomach  had  about  six  ounces  of  yellowish  con- 
tents, which,  when  tested  with  pure  nitric  acid,  showed  no 
trace  of  bile.  Mucous  membrane  catarrhal  and  ecchy- 
motic; sub-mucous  checked  in  appearance. 

The  bladder  contained  two  drachms  of  urine  which, 
upon  the  heat  and  nitric  acid  test  (both)  proved  it  con- 
tained albumen.  . i • 

The  kidneys  were  normal  in  size  but  tatty  in  appeal- 

ance  about  the  pelvis  of  Sand. 

S.  B.  Hutciiisson  & Wm.  IIobixson, 

Undertakers  (the  latter  acting). 

Present:  Drs.  R.  W.  Hargis,  President  Escambia 
County  Board  of  Health;  W.  H.  Ross,  J.  Z.  Cravey,  F. 
G.  Renshaw  and  C.  R.  Oglesby. 
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Letter  transmitting  specimen  of  black  vomit  of  Ellen 
Wood  to  Surgeon  Kinyoun  for  microscopic  examination. 

Pensacola,  Fla.,  August  16th,  1893. 

Dr.  Walter  Wyman,  Surgeon- General  U.  S.  Marine  Hospi- 
tal Service,  Washington,  D.  C.  : 

Doctor  : — I send  you  by  express,  properly  guarded, 
a small  package  containing  a specimen  of  the  vomit  of 
the  child,  Ellen  Wood,  which  was  kindly  given  me  by 
Dr.  Ross,  the  attending  physician.  Drs.  Carter,  ^lagru- 
der  and  myself  made  such  superficial  tests  as  we  were 
able  with  the  insufficient  appliances  at  our  disposal,  but 
I would  like  to  have  a microscopic  examination,  if  pos- 
sible, made,  and  therefore  have  sent  specimen  to  you,  re- 
questing that  you  forward,  without  opening  it,  to  Dr. 
Kinyoun,  who,  I believe,  is  at  the  New  York  Quarantine. 
At  this  writing  the  situation  here  remains  unchanged. 
There  have  been  no  further  cases  of  suspicious  character 
reported  since  the  two  deaths  on  August  9th,  and  a house 
to  house  examination  discovers  no  sickness  of  a quaran- 
tinable  contagious  nature.  The  family  of  Mr.  Wood  will 
be  removed  to-morrow  to  a point  outside  of  the  city,  and 
and  his  dwelling  will  be  thoroughly  cleansed  and  disin- 
fected. Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  Joseph  Y.  Porter,  M.  D., 

State  Health  Officer  of  Florida. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  August  30th,  1893. 
Dr.  Jos.  Y.  Porter,  State  Health  Officer,  Jacksonville,  Fla.: 

Sir: — Refernng  to  the  specimens  marked  “Vomit 
from  the  case  of  Ellen  Wood,  aged  six,  died  August  9th,” 
I have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  report  of  microscopical 
examination  made  thereon  by  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon 
J.  J.  Kinyoun,  M.  H.  S. 

Respectfully  yours, 

(Signed)  Walter  Wyman, 

Supervising  Surgeon- General,  H.  M.  S. 
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Port  of  New  York,  August  23, 1893. 


Surgeon- General  Wyman,  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital  Service, 
Washington,  D.  C.: 

Sij^ ; — I have  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  letter  of 
Dr.  Joseph  Y.  Porter,  Health  Officer  for  the  State  of  Flor- 
ida, referred  to  me  by  the  Bureau,  and  also  a package 
containing  a specimen  marked  “ Vomit,  from  the  case  of 
Ellen  AVood,  aged  6,  died  August  9th,”  I have  to  state 
that  as  soon  as  possible  after  its  receipt,  I commenced  a 
microscopical  examination.  * * * * . . ^ have 

made  a microscopical  and  chemical  examination  and 

find  the  following: 

The  stain,  when  dissolved  in  a 30  per  cent,  solution 
of  caustic  potassa,  revealed  blood  corpuscles  in  consider- 
able numbers. 

Stained  preparations  with  aniline  colors  showed,  in 
addition  thereto,  disintergrated  blood  corpuscles  and 


epithelium. 

Chemical  examination  shows  the  presence  oi  bile 


salts  in  small  quantities. 
(Signed) 


Very  respectfully, 

Jos.  J.  Kinyoun, 

P.  A.  Surgeon,  U.  S.  M.  H.  S. 


OFFICIAL  BULLETIN. 


Pensacola,  Fla.,  August  16,  1893. 

To  the  Public  : 

A statement  having  been  widely  circulated  that  an 
extensive  exodus  of  panic-stricken  people  from  Pensacola 
has  been  continuous  since  the  9th  inst.,  the  date  of  the 
announcement  of  the  deaths  of  the  Rev.  A\  aite  and  Ellen 
AVood,  it  will  be  interesting  to  note  that  not  more  than 
six  hundred  people  have  left  the  city  to  all  points  and 
for  all  purposes  since  that  time,  and  many  have  returned. 
The  railroad  office  reports  525  tickets  sold,  and^  it  is  fan 
to  assume  that  not  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  this  number 
in  addition  has  left  the  city  by  other  conveyances.  This 
shows  that,  all  impntations  to  the  contrary,  the  people  of 
Pensacola,  although  dreading  the  distress  and  suffering 
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contingent  on  an  epidemic,  have  not  been  unduly  alarmed 
nor  Iwilling  to  act  rashly,  but  awaited  as  patiently  as 
possible  the  decision  of  the  proper  authorities  of  both 
State  and  National  Government'  or  the  fiat  of  fate. 
(Signed)  Joseph  Y.  Porter,  M.  D., 

State  Health  Officer  of  Florida. 


OFFICIAL  BULLETIN. 


Pensacola,  Fla.,  August  17,  1893. 


To  the  Physicians  of  Pensacola  : 


The  State  Health  Officer  acknowledges  his  obliga- 
tions to  the  physicians  of  the  city  and  for  the  courtesy  of 
a daily  report  from  them  of  all  cases  under  their  pro- 
fessional treatment.  Unless  cases  of  a suspicious  or  ques- 
tionable nature  should  arise,  in  which  case  he  still  solic- 
its notification,  he  sees  no  further  necessity  to  ask  for  this 
additional  tax  on  their  time. 

The  daily  bulletin  will  be  discontinued. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Y.  Porter,  M.  D. 

State  Health  Officer. 


OFFICIAL  BULLETIN. 

Pensacola,  August  18th,  1893. 

To  the  Public: 

The  State  Health  Officer  expresses  the  belief  that  the 
fears  and  apprehensions  of  the  health  of  Pensacola,  which 
for  the  past  week,  have  agitated  the  public,  involving  the 
interdiction  of  travel  and  the  consequent  embarrassment 
to  commerce,  should  now  cease. 

Of  the  reported  deaths  on  the  9th  instant,  a thorough 
and  impartial  investigation  into  the  history  of  the  cases 
confirms  the  opinion  heretofore  announced  that  the  Rev. 
AFaite  did  not  die  from  Yellow  Fever,  and  the  death  of 
the  child,  Ellen  AVood,  from  the  history  was  of  such 
doubtful  nature  as  only  to  warrant  the  disinfection  of  the 
dwelling  as  a sanitary  measure,  which  precaution  the 
public  was  entitled  to  receive  by  reason  of  this  element  of 
doubt.  This  has  been  done  under  the  direct  supervision 
of  the  State  and  U.  S.  Government  officers. 
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Since  this  investigation  was  begun  and  during  the 

entire  progress,  the  State  Health  Officer  has  been  c(^ni- 
zant  of  all  diseases  and  ailments  which  have  existed  oi 
occurred  in  Pensacola,  and  is  able  to  aver  that  no  cases 
have  occurred  of  a quarantinable  contagious  nature. 
This  fact,  coupled  with  the  long  period  of  active  and  ret- 
rospective observation,  warrants  the  statement  that  there 
is  no  Yellow  Fever  in  Pensacola,  and  no  hidden  causes 
which  may  produce  it. 

A notable  fact  in  connection  with  these  cases  is  that 
during  their  occurrence,  no  precautions  were  taken  to 
prevent  any  possible  infection  from  them,  and  free,  and 
unrestricted  communication  was  had  with  each,  notwith- 
standing which,  there  have  been  no  developments  of  a 
suspicious  nature  among  the  non-immune  so  exposed,  ^md 
further  that  the  meteorological  conditions  during  that 
period  were  peculiarly  inducive  of  Yellow  Fever  had 
the  germs  of  the  disease  been  introduced  in  the  place. 

Therefore  all  restrictions  and  surveillance  on  travel 

in  the  State  against  Pensacola,  being  now  unwarrarited 
by  any  facts,  are  consequently  unnecessary,  and  the  fur- 
ther continuance  of  them  will  be  considered  illegal. 

It  is  gratifying  and  pleasing  to  note  that  notwith- 
standing the  excitement  which  prevailed  in  this  immedi- 
ate portion  of  the  State,  there  was  no  attempt,  with  but 
one  or  two  exceptions,  to  institute  shotgun  quarantines, 
which  is  in  marked  contrast  with  a similar  state  of  atiairs 
which  followed  the  events  of  past  years. 

The  State  Health  Officer  desires  in  this  public  man- 
ner to  officially  thank  Drs.  Murray,  Carter  and  Magiu  er 
of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital  Service,  for  valuable  assist- 
ance rendered  him  in  the  investigation  of  the  disputed 
cases  and  in  the  supervision  of  active  work,  ihe  pres- 
ence of  these  gentlemen  has  been  exceedingly  pleasant 

and  agreeable.  . ^ 

In  terminating  his  special  service  here,  the  State 

Health  Officer  further  desires  to  express  his  thanks  to  the 
county  health  officers,  the  city  officials,  and  the  citizens 
generally,  for  their  assistance  in  his  investigations  and  lor 
the  many  acts  of  courtesy  extended  him,  and  more  espe- 
cially for  the  expressions  of  faith  and  confidence  which 
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the  people  of  Pensacola  have  manifested  in  his  judgment 
and  decisions. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Y.  Porter,  M.  D., 

State  Health  Officer. 

LETTER  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR. 


Tallahassee,  Fla.,  August  18th,  1893. 

Hon.  W.  B.  Henderson,  President  State  Board  of  Health, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.: 

Dear  Sir  : — The  Board  of  Health  has  the  thanks  of 
the  Executive,  and  will  doubtless  have  the  thanks  of  the 
entire  State,  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  measures  taken  in 
regard  to  the  reported  Yellow  Fever  at  Pensacola. 

The  steps  taken  by  the  Board  meet  my  entire 
approval. 

Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  H.  L.  Mitchell, 

Governor. 
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POET  TAMPA  CASES. 


To  the  Public: 

The  State  Health  Officer  desires  to  state  that  there  is 
no  yellow  fever,  nor  other  quarantinable  disease  at 
the  docks.  Port  Tampa  City  or  Ybor,  and  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  quarintine  against  this  section  of  the  State  is 
entirely  unnecessary.  The  State  Health  Officer  further  states 
that  of  the  cases  of  fever  on  the  steamer  “Markomania” 
he  has  no  official  opinion  to  express  at  this  time.  ' He 
did  not  see  the  patients  and  the  vessel  was  sent  to  the 
quarantine  station  at  Tortugas  before  his  arrival  Sunday 
night  at  Port  Tampa.  When  the  clinical  history  of  the 
cases  from  the  physicians  here,  the  quarantine  officers  at 
Tortugas  and  Mullet  Key  stations  is  obtained,  then  a defi- 
nite opinion  can  be  formed  and  an  official  decision  given. 
It  suffices  now  to  say  that  on  the  supposition  of  suspected 
fever  attaching  to  vessel  and  crew  the  docks  and 
Port  Tampa  are  held  under  observation  and  surveillance 
for  the  incubative  period  of  five  days  and  all  precautions 
necessary  have  been  and  are  being  taken.  Should  any 
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cases  of  Yellow  Fever  occur  here  or  elsewhere  in  the  State 
a prompt  announcement  will  be  made,  which  is  in  accord 
with  the  policy  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Florida. 

Joseph  Y.  Porter,  M.  D., 

State  Health  Officer  of  Florida. 
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Dr  Weedoii’s  Notes.— Saw  cases  on  19th;  Capt. 
Spruk,  ^Markomania  at  Vera  Cruz  23d-28th  July , at 
Tampico  29th-4th  August ; at  Progresso  August  6th-8th  , 
at  Quar.  llth-17th  ; at  PortTampa  17th.  Eight  sailors  with 
fever.  13th,  captain  and  1st  officer. 

Dr.  Altree’s,  attending  physician,  , 1^ 
j cases  of  fever  aboard  S.  S.  “ Markomania,  Angus  , 

I 1893 

Case  Ho.  1.— Chief  engineer.  Taken  sick  August  pth. 
Temperature,  102  2-5 ; pulse,  100.  Pain  on  top  of  the 
head.  No  nausea  ; no  chill ; no  pain  in  back  or  limbs. 

Albumen  found  in  urine  by  Dr.  Weedon. 

Case  No.  2.— 2nd  officer.  Taken  sick  Aug.  17th. 
Temperature  101.  Pulse  105.  Felt  nervous  at  night; 
got  up  and  took  fever;  had  not  vomited,  but  felt  sick  at 

stomach ; no  chills  ; no  pains.  • i a i 

Case  No.  3.— 3rd  engineer.  Taken  sick  Aug  Hth. 

Temperature  10^3.  Pulse  100.  No  nausea  ; no  chill ; no 

^ Case  No  4 — h’ireman.  Taken  sick  18th  inst.  Tem- 
perature 104.  Pulse  no.  No  chill;  no  pains;  no  nau- 

sea ; no  albumen.  . „ 

Case  No  5. — Fireman.  Taken  sick  18th  inst.  Tem- 
perature 103.  Pulse  no.  No  chill;  no  pains;  no  nau- 
sea ; no  albumen.  ■ , . t 

Case  No.  6.— Sailor.  Taken  sick  18th  inst.  Tem- 
perature 102  2-5.  Pulse  105.  No  nausea ; no  pains  ; 

Case  No.  7.— Boy.  Taken  ill  18th  inst.  Tempera- 
ture 1051.  Pulse  130.  No  nausea;  no  chill;  pain  in 

small  intestines  ; no  albumen.  „ , . , m 

Case  No.  8. — Sailor.  Taken  sick  18th  inst.  Pempei- 

ature  103  2-5.  Pulse  110.  No  nausea;  no  pain;  no 
chill. 
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Note. — All  these  cases  taken  in  the  morning  of  the 
18th.  The  captain  had  an  attack  on  the  14th  inst. 
Awoke  at  night  with  chilly  sensations.  Vomited  in  the 
day,  after  picking  shells  on  the  beach  in  the  hot  sun,  and 
had  fever.  He  attended  to  his  duties  next  day,  and  has 
only  felt  a little  weak  since.  No  albumen. 

The  officers  were  given  5 1-gr.  calomel  and  soda 
pellets,  with  10  grs.  of  phenacitine  1 hour  afterwards  and 
5 grs.  my.  3 hours  until  30  grs.  were  taken. 

The  crew,  5 grs.  blue  mass  and  5 grs.  calomel,  fol- 
lowed in  an  hour  with  10  grs.  phenacitine  and  5 grs.  my. 
3 hours  until  30  grs.  were  taken. 

I saw  these  cases  about  3:30  p.  m.,  and  sent  medi- 
cine aboard  at  7 p.  m.  At  seven  next  morning  cases 
Nos.  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  8 were  up  and  attending  to  their 
duties.  No.  7 had  temperature  104 ; pulse,  120.  No.  1 
had  temperature  99  and  pulse  84;  at  one  o’clock  was 
100  2-5.  Case  No.  2 was  around  on  deck ; teilTperature 
not  taken.  All  the  cases  had  a foul  tongue,  which  in 
nearly  all  the  cases  cleaned  off  under  the  purge. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed)  G.  H.  Altree,  M.  D. 

Mullet  Key  Quarantine  Station, 

Tampa  Bay,  Fla.,  August  22,  1893. 

Dr.  Joseph  Y.  Porter,  State  Health  Officer : 

Dear  Sir: — I have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that 
the  German  steamship  “Markomania”  arrived  here 
from  Progresso,  Mexico,  with  a clean  bill  of  health,  sign- 
ed by  the  Mexican  consul.  The  crew  were  examined,  as 
usual,  one  by  one,  and  found  in  good  health.  The  vessel 
was  disinfected  the  11th  instant,  the  same  day  of  arrival, 
without  neglecting  any  of  the  rules  prescribed  by  the 
Board,  including  the  previous  mechanical  cleaning,  and 
was  anchored  half  a mile  from  the  station  for  observation. 
On  account  of  the  crew  not  being  all  acclimated,  the  ob- 
servation was  kept  ver}^  close,  not  onl}^  by  my  visits  but 
sending  Capt.  Bahrt  every  now  and  then  to  mix  with  the 
crew  (he  being  a German),  to  tr}^  to  find  out  any  sickness. 
On  the  15th  the  Captain  reported  to  me  that  he  had  a 
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chill  in  the  morning,  and  some  vomiting  and  torticohs, 
but  not  headache  or  any  other  pain.  When  I saw  hini 
the  pulse  and  temperature  were  normal,  and  no  tra.ce  oi 
albumen  in  the  urine.  I suspected  malaria  and  ordered 
thirty  grains  of  quinine,  divided  into  three  doses.  Irom 
that  moment  the  symptoms  did  not  come  back,  and  when 
he  left  he  was  perfectly  well,  with  good  appetite,  ihe 
same  day  I noted  the  chief  engineer  sleeping  on  deck  and 
suspected  him,  but  he  told  me  the  mosquitoes  did  not  let 
him  rest  the  night  before  and  he  w’as  tired,  but  had  no 
pains.  I found  his  pulse  and  temperature  normal.  Alter 
that  I watched  both  of  them  very  close,  and  never  found 
anything  suspicious  in  them.  The  balance  of  the  crew 
were  seen  at  meals,  always  in  good  health,  k ive  days 
after  disinfection  I found  everything  in  good  shape  to  let 
the  steamer  go.  She  had  been  twenty-one  days  from  any 
possible  infection,  and  was  perfectly  clean  and  all 
board,  but  on  account  of  the  captain  I kept  her  until  the 
17th,  in  the  afternoon,  when  I had  no  more  reasons  tor 
holding  her  any  longer,  and  I discharged  her. 

Yours  truly, 

(Signed)  D-  Echemexdia, 

^ ^ Physician  in  Charge. 
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Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  August  25,  1893. 

j PovtcTy  M.  D-,  State  Health  Officer. 

Dear  Doctor: — In  accordance  with  your  request  of 
August  21st,  I visited  Tortugas  Quarantine  on  August 
24th  and  carefully  inspected  the  German  Steamship 
“Markomaiiia,”  in  company  with  Dr.  A.  L.  Pendleton,  . 
S.  S.  M.  H.  S.,  in  charge  of  the  station,  and  made  a de- 
tailed examination  of  every  member  of  the  crew.  1 tound , 
as  Dr  Pendleton  had  done  before  my  arrival,  that  po  (me 
was  suffering  with  Yellow  Fever  or  other  quaraiitinable 
disease ; also  that  no  member  of  the  crew  of  thirty- 
seven  has  ever  suffered  from  Yellow  Fever.  Phe  vessel 
having  been  at  Tampico  for  six  days  incurred  the  risk  ot 
malarial  fever  from  which  ten  or  twelve  have  suffered,, 

and  eight  yet  show  some  signs  of  it 

Positively  there  is  no  Yellow  Fever  on  the  ship,  and 
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there  can  be  no  danger  in  permitting  her  to  load  at  any 
port. 

I directed  the  release  of  the  ship  without  further  de- 
tention or  disenfection,  and  she  arrived  here  at  2 p.  m., 
today.  The  vessel  and  crew  are  subject  to  your  final  de- 
cision before  communication  with  the  shore  will  be  per- 
mitted. I have  come  from  Tortugas  with  the  vessel  in 
order  to  communicate  with  the  Surgeon  General  by  tele- 
graph on  matters  not  referring  to  this  vessel. 

Yours  respectfully, 

(Signed)  R.  D.  Murray, 

Surgeon,  M.  H.  S. 

An  Exact  Copy  of  the  Journal  of  the  Key  West  Quarantine 
Station,  portion  refo'ring  to  the  S.S.  “ Markomania,”  and 
Crew: 

Sunday,  August  20th,  1893. 

At  one  p.  m.,  a steamer  was  reported  entering  this 
harbor,  Capt.  B.  Johnson  having  boarded  her  across  the 
reef  to  pilot  her  in.  She  anchored  at  the  outer  quarantine 
buoy,  at  which  place  I boarded  her.  Capt.  Spruth  pre- 
sented me  with  the  following  order  which  had  been  sent 
to  him  by  the  representative  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
of  Florida  while  his  ship  was  lying  at  tlie  dock  at  Port 
Tampa,  Fla.: 

Capt.  Fritz  Spruth,  S.  S.  ^Afarkomania”: 

Your  vessel  with  crew  are  hereby  ordered  to  proceed 
at  once  to  the  U.  S.  Quarantine  Station  at  Dry  Tortugas, 
Fla.,  said  vessel  being  infected  with  yellow  fever. 

(Signed)  L.  AV.  Weedon,  M.  D., 

By  order  Fla.  State  Board  of  Health. 

I placed  the  ship  in  quarantine  at  once,  about  one 
mile  from  the  shore,  and  the  same  distance  from  the 
barkentine  “Antilla,”  and  after  sending  hospital  steward 
Goodman  on  shore  for  test  tubes,  acid,  etc.,  proceeded  to 
make  an  examination  of  the  sick. 

The  crew  consists  of  37  men  all  told,  and  the  captain 
reported  nine  as  being  on  the  sick  list. 

I will  add  at  this  point  that  the  ship  shows  by  her 
Consular  bills  of  health  that  she  left  A^era  Cruz  on  July 
27th,  touching  at  Tampico,  where  she  remained  from 
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July  29th  to  August  4th,  when  she  sailed  for  Progresso, 
reaching  that  place  on  August  6th  and  remaining  imtil 
the  8th,  when  she  sailed  for  Port  Tampa,  arriving  there 

a few  days  later.  ■ , i 

The  bills  of  health  from  the  two  latter  points  show 

that  no  Yellow  Fever  existed  at  these  places.  While  at 
the  former  there  appear  to  have  been  seventeen  deaths  in 

the  two  weeks  prior  to  the  ship  sailing. 

Capt.  Spruth  informs  me  that  not  one  of  the  crew 
save  himself — went  ashore  at  either  of  the  above  places 
and  that  the  vessel  was  entirely  relieved  of  her  cargo  by 

^ Upon  her  arrival  at  the  Mullet  Key  Quarantine 
Station  the  crew  were  all  well  and  the  ship  was  iumiga- 
ted  and  disinfected,  and  after  six  days  detention  she  was 
given  pratique  and  sailed  for  Port  Tampa.  After  being 
there  one  and  a half  days,  some  of  the  crew  having  be- 
come ill  and  the  captain  having  called  in  a physician  in 
the  meantime  to  treat  them,  he  was  visited  by  a repre- 
sentative of  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  served  with 

the  above  order.  . . , 

In  my  examination  I was  careful  to  get  such  clinical 

history  of  each  case  as  was  possible  from  the  patient  as 
well  as  the  captain.  I also  made  an  examination  of  the 
urine  in  five  instances  selecting  it  from  those  whose  con- 
dition seemed  to  be  the  most  critical.  In  no  case  did  I 

find  a trace  of  albumen.  , 

Of  the  nine  cases  reported  by  the  captain,  only  nve 

had  been  confined  to  their  berths;  none  had  suffered  from 
severe  cephalalgia,  or  pain  in  the  back,  nor  had  the  tem- 
perature been  at  all  characteristic  of  Yellow  Fever,  and  I 
must  say  that  I cannot  coincide  with  Dr.  Weedon  s views 
on  these  cases.  My  belief  is  that  these  men  are  suftermg 
from  Remittent  (malarial)  Fever. 


i 


Monday,  August  21st,  1893. 

Upon  my  visit  to  the  “iMarkomania”  at  eight  a.  m. 
to-dav  I found  all  the  sick  in  a much  improved  condition, 
no  one  having  fever  above  100.  I made  another  exam- 
ination of  the  urine  with  negative  results.  . 

At  5 p.  m.  made  another  visit  to  the  “Markomania, 
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all  hands  improving.  Am  more  positive  than  ever  that 
the  sickness  is  Remittent  Fever. 

Tuesday,  August  22d,  1893. 

Visited  the  “Markomania”  this  forenoon.  All  the 
sick  better.  Made  another  urinary  analysis  with  the  results 
same  as  on  previous  examination. 

Wednesday,  August  23d,  1893. 

The  ‘Dlarkomania”  sick  are  all  improving,  only  one 
had  fever  to-day  and  that  was  only  99J. 

No.  1. — Gastav  Romer,  chief  engineer;  age  39  years. 

August  20th:  Temperature,  99i;  pulse,  80;  tongue 
coated.  No  pain  in  head  or  back.  Complains  of  slight 
giddiness  in  head.  Has  had  no  chill  or  nausea.  No  al- 
bumen in  urine. 

August  21st:  Temperature,  100;  pulse,  85.  Condi- 
tion about  the  same  as  yesterday.  Examined  urine  again. 
No  albumen. 

August  22d:  Temperature,  100;  pulse,  90. 

August  23d:  Temperature,  99;  pulse,  88. 

August  24th : Saw  this  case  with  Dr.  Murray.  Tem- 
perature, 100.  Tongue  slightly  coated  all  over  and  tooth- 
marked.  No  albumen  in  urine. 

Treatment  symptomatic  and  principally  by  large 
doses  of  quinine.  All  cases  treated  the  same. 

No.  2. — ^Chas.  Bonath,  second  officer;  age  33. 

August  20th:  Temperature,  991;  pulse,  92.  Tongue 
fairly  clean. ^ No  chill.  No  pain  in  head  or  back.  Com- 
plains of  being  very  weak.  No  albumen  in  urine. 

August  21st:  Temperature,  100.  Examined  urine 
again ; still  free  from  albumen. 

August  21st:  Temperature,  99.  Condition  about 
same  as  yesterday. 

August  22d:  Temperature,  100.  Examined  urine 
again ; still  free  from  albumen. 

August  23d : Temperature,  98J.  Condition  im- 
proved. 

August  24th : (Saw  with  Dr.  Murray).  Temperature, 
98 J;  pulse,  80.  Tongue  coated  light  yellow. 

Treatment  about  same  as  in  case  No.  1. 
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]^o.  3.— Jacobson,  third  engineer;  age  30  years. 

So  far  improved  when  I saw  him  on  the  20th  instant 

as  to  require  no  treatment. 

4.— Johan  Gwinn,  fireman;  age  29. 

When  I saw  this  party  on  the  20th  instant  he  com- 
plained only  of  pain  in  the  chest,  for  which  I prescribed 
cod  liver  oil.  The  next  day  he  was  at  his  post  ol  duty. 

No.  5. — Franz  Langann,  fireman;  age  29. 

Auo-ust  20th : Found  this  man  upon  arrival  ol  the 
ship  to-day  with  a normal  temperature  and  he  has  steadi- 
ly improved  ever  since. 

Case  6.— Jacob  Shuness,  sailor;  age  34. 

August  20th  : No  pain  ih  head  or  back.  No  chiii. 
Temperature  101.  Pulse  108.  Respiration  30.  No 
albumen  in  urine.  Tongue  slight  yellow  coat. 

August  21st;  Temperature  100.  Pulse  92.  Respi- 
ration 28.  Tongue  cleaning.  No  paim  ^ . 

August  22d  : Temperature  99i.  Pulse  80.  Respi- 

t " ^4 

August  23d  : Temperature  98|.  Tongue  fairly 

clean.  Respiration  22.  Pulse  86. 

August  24th ; Temperature  984.  Pulse  80.  Mo 

albumen  in  urine.  Dr.  Murray  saw  this  case. 

Case  No.  7.— Powell  Bark.  Boy;  age  16. 

August  20th  : Temperature  103,  Pulse  116.  Res- 
piration 30.  No  pain  in  head  or  back.  Tongue  coated, 
yellow  and  flabby.  No  albumen  in  urine. 

August  21st;  Pulse  96  and  feeble.  Respiration  28, 
easy.  Temperature  100  6 a.  m.;  99J  4 p.  m.;  99|  12  m. 

No  albumen.  oq  io  qri- 

August  22d  : Temperature  6 a.  m.  98;  12  m, 

4 p.  m.  984.  Pulse  84.  Respiration  24.  ^ . 

Auguk  23d  ; Temperature  984.  Pulse  80.  Respi- 

August  24th  : (Saw  with  Dr.  Murray).  Temperature 
98|.  Pulse  96.  Respiration  20.  Found  a trace  of  al- 
bumen by  nitric  acid  test. 
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Case  No.  8. — Emil  Mach,  sailor;  age  33. 

August  20th  : Temperature  102 J.  Pulse  102.  Res- 
piration 28.  No  pain  in  head  or  back.  No  chill.  Tongue 
yellow  coated.  No  albumen. 

August  21st. — Pulse  76.  Temperature  98 J.  Respi- 
ration 20.  Tongue  cleaning  and  patient  improving. 

August  22d  : Temperature  98J. 

August  23d  : Temperature  984. 

August  24th  : Temperature  98J.  (Dr.  Murray  saw 
this  patient).  No  albumen. 

Case  No.  9. — Tugraber,  coal  passer;  age  19. 

August  20th  ; Temperature  1024.  Respiration  32. 
Pulse  100.  No  pain  in  head  or  back.  No.  chill.  No 
albumen.  This  boy  was  taken  ill  on  this  date  and  a short 
time  before  the  arrival  of  the  ship  here. 

August  21st:  Temperature  99.  Pulse  72  feeble. 
Respiration  28. 

August  22d  ; Temperature  99.  Pulse  96.  Respira- 
tion 20. 

August  23d  : Temperature  98J. 

August  24th:  Temperature  98 J.  Pulse  84.  Respi- 
ration 20. 


Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  August  23,  1893. 

Dr.  Walter  Wyman,  Surgeon- General,  Washington,  D.  C.: 

Dear  Doctor  : — I enclose  for  your  information  copy 
of  clinical  notes,  furnished  me  by  Dr.  G.  H.  Altree,  who 
was  the  attending  physician  of  the  cases  on  the  “ Marko- 
mania  ’’  while  at  Port  Tampa  dock,  and  slip  note  of  Dr. 
L.  W.  AVeedon,  who  saw  the  cases  once.  As  previously 
wired  you  I did  not  arrive  here  until  the  vessel  had  left 
some  twenty-four  hours,  consequently  had  no  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  cases.  I regret  very  much  that  she  was  not 
sent  to  Mullet  Key  Quarantine,  which  would  have  en- 
abled Dr.  Murray  and  myself  to  have  visited  her  next 
day,  and  satisfactorily  determined  for  ourselves  the  nature 
of  the  trouble.  Dr.  Wall,  I am  informed,  bases  his  con- 
clusions and  opinions  more  on  circumstances  than  symp- 
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ioms,  from  the  fact  that  the  vessel  came  from  Vera  Cruz, 
and  that  having  been  disinfected  and  cargo  disturbed, 
liberated  the  source  of  infection  to  the  crew.  The  cargo, 
however,  I am  informed,  was  taken  at  Tampico  and  Pro- 
greeso.  As  Dr.  Murray  is  probably  at  Tortugas  Quaran- 
tine Station  by  this  time,  I am  content  to  patiently  wait 
for  his  report  on  the  matter.  Dr.  Echemendia,  the  physi- 
cian at  the  Mullet  Key  Station,  is  positive  in  his  assertion 
that  the  men  suffered  from  malarial  fever,  and  that  he 
was  not  authorized  under  the  law  to  detain  the  ship  on 
this  account  longer  than  the  five  days  required  by 
United  States  and  State  quarantine  regulations. 

In  my  wire  to  you  of  Sunday  night,  a mistake  was 
made  in  giving  the  pulse  of  case  No.  7,  the  only  man  sick 
when  the  vessel  left  here  ; it  should  have  read  120  instead  of 
110.  In  this  connection  I would  like  to  ask  if  there  is 
not  some  way  by  which  the  neighboring  States  can  be 
compelled  to  observe  notification  from  the  National  Quar- 
antine Department,  of  which  you  are  the  head,  before 
putting  in  operation  pernicious  quarantines,  so  destruc- 
tive to  commerce  and  inflicting  indignity  and  suffering 
upon  passengers? 

I am  very  much  pleased  to  observe  that  nothing  in 
regard  to  this  scare  has  emanated  from  your  office,  and 
take  it  that  you  do  not  consider  the  matter  sufficiently 
important  to  warn  against.  With  regards, 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  Joseph  Y.  Pokter, 

State  Health  Officer. 


THE  PORT  TAMPA  SUSPECl'S. 

When  the  statement  was  inade,  on  the  21st  ultimo, 
that  there  was  no  Yellow  Fever  at  the  Port  Tampa  docks. 
Port  Tampa  City,  Tampa  or  vicinity,  the  promise  was 
given  at  the  same  time  that  whenever  the  State  Health 
Officer  should  discover  any  suspicious  sickness  of  that  na- 
ture the  announcement  would  be  promptly  made.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  28th  ultimo,  when  Phillip  Neuman, 


I 


h. 


State  Board  of  Health.  83 

a clerk  in  the  dock  office  as  Port  Tampa,  was  taken  sick, 
manifesting  suspicious  symptoms,  he  was  placed  under 
careful  observation.  These  symptoms  became  bolder  and 
more  marked  and  indicative  of  Yellow  Fever  until,  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  twenty-fourth  hour  from  the  date  of 
seizure,  the  State  Health  Officer  considered  that  his  offi- 
cial duty  permitted  of  no  further  delay  in  informing  the 
public  of  his  suspicions,  and  that  it  required  him,  at  the 
same  time,  to  take  all  necessary  measures  and  precautions 
to  guard  against  a transmission  of  the  contagion.  This 
opinion,  at  2 p.  m.,  August  29th,  was  concurred  in  by 
Surgeon  K.  D.  Murray  of  the  United  States  Marine  Hos- 
pital Service,  and  the  proposed  action  was  by  him  en- 
dorsed as  being  the  official  obligations  of  both  to  the  public. 
Accordingly,  the  docks  and  Port  Tampa  City  were  placed 
under  an  armed  cordon.  It  was  desired,  and  an  attempt 
was  made,  to  exclude  Port  Tampa  City,  but  this  was  found 
to  be  impossible,  on  account  of  the  necessary  eommunica- 
tion  by  the  dock  officials  and  laborers  with  their  homes, 
there  being  no  accommodations  on  the  docks  to  properly 
isolate  and  care  for  such  a large  number  of  men. 

Sufficient  time  has  elasped  to  confirm  or  reject  the 
diagnosis  then  made,  and  the  State  Health  Officer  now 
frankly  admits  that  the  clinical  history  of  the  patient 
since  the  31st  ultimo  is  not  sufficiently  confirmatory  of 
Yellow  Fever,  and  so  states  it.  He  is  willing  to  submit, 
however,  the  clinical  notes  for  thirty  hours  to  the  criti- 
cism of  any  professional  gentleman,  and  abide  the  de- 
cision or  censure  of  non-prejudiced  critics  as  to  whether 
the  symptoms  and  almost  hourly  bedside  record  of  this 
case  did  not  warrant  and  impose  upon  him  the  duty  of 
declaring  the  case  as  suspicious  and  requiring  proper  sur- 
veillance. As  a practicing  physician,  or  a quarantine 
official,  at  a station  in  isolation  more  time  could  have 
been  taken  in  which  to  form  an  opinion  or  to  make  a de- 
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cision,  but,  as  the  Health  Offieer,  he  was  required  to  act  im- 
mediately and  decisively,  and  to  give  tlie  public  the  bene- 
fit of  any  doubt  which  might  exist.  At  the  time  the  an- 
nouncement was  made  there  seemed  to  be  no  doubt;  and 
the  aetion  taken  was  demanded  by  the  surrounding  and 
attending  cireumstances. 

The  steamer  “j\Iarkomania”  whieh  was  sent  on  Au- 
gust 19th  to  the  Government  Quarantine  Station  at  Dry 
Tortugas  by  the  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
on  a professional  opinion  of  two  medieal  gentlemen  of 
Tampa  that  the  vessel  wasinfeeted  with  Yellow  Fever,  re- 
turned to  Port  Tampa  on  the  24th  ultimo,  with  a certifi- 
cate of  free  pratique  with  a letter  from  the  surgeon  in 
charge  of  that  station  to  the  effeet  that  he  found  no  Yel- 
low  Fever  aboard  of  her,  but  that  her  erew  were  suffering 
from  Malarial  Fever.  Before  inspecting  the  vessel  an  in- 
vitation was  extended  to  the  medical  gentlemen  before 
mentioned  and  who  first  declared  the  sickness  on  the 
steamer  to  be  Yellow  Fever  to  be  present  when  an  exam- 
ination of  the  vessel  and  crew  was  made  and  before  pra- 
tique here  AA'as  again  granted.  It  was  thought  that  this  act 
of  courtesy  was  due  these  gentlemen — that  the  inspeetion 
should  be  made  in  their  presence.  The  invitation  was 
extended  and  aceepted.  The  inspection  of  the  ship’s  log, 
the  certifieate  of  diseharge,  a copy  of  the  journal  of  the 
Tortugas  Station  containing  a clinical  record  of  the  cases 
while  there,  and  a letter  from  Surgeon  Murray  were  in- 
cluded in  the  examination,  together  with  an  interrogation 
of  the  captain  as  to  the  health  of  the  crew  sinee  July 
2Stli,  1893.  The  crew  Avere  examined  individually  until 
darkness  set  in  and  the  examination  Avas  eoneluded  the 
next  morning,  the  vessel  in  the  meantime  lying  at  anehor 
off  the  docks.  The  inspeetion  Avas  critically  made,  and 
seA^eral  men,  apparently  Avell,  Avere  required  to  stand 
aside  for  a more  detailed  examination  and  questioning. 
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The  next  morniiig  before  there  was  any  communication 
Avith  the  shore  (save  by  the  pilot)  the  crew  was  again 
mustered  and  looked  over.  The  State  Health  Officer  is 
now  able  and  Avilling  to  affirm  that  on  the  25th  of  Au- 
gust— the  date  of  the  return  of  the  ^‘Markomania”  from  the 
Tortugas  Quarantine  Station — no  contagious  quarantina- 
ble  disease  existed  on  her,  and  he  is  therefore  of  the 
opinion  that  none  of  her  complement  has  been  sick  with 
any  such  diease  at  the  Mullet  Key  Station  or  subsequen- 
tly. In  this  eonnection  it  may  be  interesting  to  those 
coneeri:ked  to  note  that  the  chief  engineer,  A\ffio  was  eon- 
sidered  to  have  had  a mild  ease  of  Yellow  Fever  on 
August  19th,  and  upon  whose  symptoms  the  diagnosis  of 
the  disease,  it  is  understood,  Avas  mainly  based,  is  again 
siek  Avith  Malarial  Fever  with  a eonvalescence  interven- 
ing of  two  Aveeks.  This  re-explosion  of  the  malarial  poison 
Avould  seem  to  be  con  elusive  evidence  that  the  cases  of 
fever  on  the  ^^Markomania”  were  malarial  in  nature. 

The  State  Health  Officer  is  perfeetly  willing  to  stand 
by  the  elinical  history  and  record  of  the  cases  on  the 
“Markomania,”  and  that  of  young  Neumann.  Of  the  for- 
mer he  had  no  doubt  of  immunity  when  the  ship  was 
given  pratique.  Of  the  latter  he  had  grave  and  convinc- 
ing fears  until  the  expiration  of  seventy-tAvo  hours  of  ill- 
ness failed  to  develop  erucial  symptoms.  As  a truthful 
observer  and  chronieler  of  facts,  as  they  present  them- 
selves, it  is  the  State  Health  Officer’s  duty  to  be  frank 
and  honest  AAuth  the  public,  and  he  will  countenance  no 
jugglery  or  legerdermain  of  cireumstances  to  give  color  to 
pet  theories.  When  a mistake  is  made  it  will  be  stated; 
and  in  this  instance  the  mistaken  diagnosis  Avas  on  the 
side  of  caution  and  of  the  publie  welfare,  and  Avas  suffi- 
ciently AA^arranted  by  the  facts.  The  State  Health  Officer 
lays  no  elaim  to  infallibility,  nor,  as  it  has  been  sneering- 
ly  charged,  with  the  powers  of  clairvoyance,  but  he  mod. 
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estly  insists,  however,  that  he  tries  to  be  honest,  con- 
scientious  and  careful  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  ohh- 
gations  and  in  the  trust  confided  to  him. 

Philip  Neuinan,  aged  nineteen  years  .and  six 
months,  clerk  in  one  of  the  offices  on  the  dock,  presented 
himself  to  me  by  Mr.  Bradley’s  directions,  at  3:45  p.  m., 
August  28th,  1893,  and  gave  the  following  history : 

On  Thursday,  24th,  had  neuralgia  over  eye  (calls  it 
sick-headache),  for  which  he  went  ashore  and  purchased 
some  bromide  and  was  relieved.  Thinks  he  had  slight 
fever,  but  of  this  is  not  certain,  and  did  not  quit  work. 
Saturday,  26th,  had  same  thing  repeated.  Went  to 
Tampa  and  got  some  medicine  at  Leonardi’s  drug  store, 
and  drank  some  champagne  and  felt  better.  Thinks  he 
had  some  fever  that  day,  but  is  not  positive.  Kept  on 
with  work;  did  not  give  up.  After  dinner  lay  down  and 
woke  up  with  a fever.  To-day  (28th)  had  slight  chilly 
feeling  about  10  a.  m.  No  decided  rigor;  pain  in  head; 
slight  nausea;  no  vomiting;  throbbing  frontal  headache 
over  eyes.  Thought  he  was  going  to  have  another  sick 
headache.  Examination:  Skin  cool  and  sweating;  eyes 
clear*  pulse  full,  90,  and  irregular;  tongue  white-coated 
and  tooth  marked  and  slightly  pointed ; bowels  inclined 
to  constipation.  Temperature  101|.  Gave  five  pellets 
aa  Cal.,  1-5  Sod.,  1 and  Ipecac  1-10  gr. 

8:45  p.  m.— Found  patient  feeling  better;  had  been 
asleep;  no  headache;  nausea  gone;  skin  warm;  sweating, 
pulse  lost  fullness,  quick,  100.  Temperature  1021; 
eyes  clear;  tongue  still  coated.  Medicine  not  acted. 
Directed  to  take  five  grs.  quinine  at  4,  8 and  10  a.  m. 

8:55  a.  m.,  August  29th.— Patient  says  he  feels  bet- 
ter; has  no  throbbing  headache  this  a.  m.,  as  yesteiday, 
slept  little  last  night  owing  to  vessel  loading  near  room; 
tonmie  cleaner,  not  quite  so  tooth-marked;  bowels  opened 
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once;  pulse,  90.  Temperature  101  4-5 ; eyes  slightly  in- 
jected. Sweating ; skin  hot  under  sweat. 

12,  noon. — Pulse  84.  Temperature  102  2-5;  urin- 
ated previous  to  visit;  tests,  both  by  heat  and  nitric  acid 
and  Heller’s,  showed  no  albumen.  Still  sweating^  and 
skin  hot  under  siueat ; cheeks  flushed^  and  neck  and  fore- 
head congested,  slowly  reacting  from  finger  pressure. 
Vomited  quinine  at  10  a.  m.  with  quantit}^  of  clear  fluid. 
Eyes  suffused  and  injected. 

2:15,  p.  m.:  Temperature  103;  pulse  84.  No  sweat; 
more  pain.  Eyes  ache. 

4 p.  m.:  Gave  10  grains  antifehrin  ; J grain  cit. 
caffeine.  Pulse  72;  temperature,  102  1-6.  Temperature 
taken  before  giving  medicine. 

5:30  p.  m.:  Temperature,  102 ; pulse  80.  Has  orbit 
pain.  Eyes  suffused  ; slightly  injected.  No  more  actions 
from  bowels.  Ate  nothing  all  day,  no  appetite.  Sweat- 
ing profusely  over  whole  body.  Skin  hot  under  sweat. 
Tongue  coated  and  pointed. 

8,  p.  m.:  Temperature  99;  pulse,  80.  Gave  one  C.  C. 

pill. 

10  p.  m.:  Pulse,  72,  temperature,  100.  Not  sweating. 
Has  had  no  action  from  bowels  since  last  visit ; has  not 
vomited  since  morning,  nor  urinated  since  9:30  a.  m. 
Says  still  has  orbital  pain  and  eyes  sore  and  aching. 

12,  Midnight:  Temperature,  lOOJ;  pulse,  72;  ir- 
regular and  gaseous  feel  retarded  as  well.  Urinated;  no 
albumen. 

6:30  a.  m.,  30th : Pulse  59,  temperature,  100  1-5. 
Eyes  still  ache.  Conjunctiva  clearer.  Tongue,  blanket 
coated  fur;  pointed.  Pulse,  intermittent  and  retarded. 
Slept  well  from  12  to  5 a.  m.  Bowels  opened  then.  (Dr. 
Murry  visited  patient  during  morning  in  my  stead). 

3:10  p.  m.:  Pulse,  58;  temperature,  101.  Feels  het- 
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ter.  Eyes  still  aching.  No  pains  elsewhere.  Tongue 
cleaning. 

8 p.  m.,  (Murray):  Temperature  100  1-6;  pulse,  66. 
Has  had  considerable  lemonade  since  4 p.  m.  Wishes  no 
milk  now.  Gave  5 grains  quinine  in  capsule.  Exam- 
ined urine,  no  albumen. 

9 a.  m.,  31st:  Feels  decidedly  better.  Weak,  but  no 
pains  except  Avhen  he  raises  head,  neck  aches , little  in 
back  also.  Conjunctiva  slightly  yellow;  not  injected.  No 
watery  appearance  and  all  suffusion  gone.  Tongue  much 
cleaner.  Bowels  moved;  nurse  says  light  brown  color  ; 
passed  water.  Pulse,  66;  temperature,  99. 

1 p.  m.:  Pulse,  69;  temperature,  99  4-5.  No  albu- 
men in  urine. 

September  1st,  10:30  a.  m.  (Murray),  pulse,  76  ; tem- 
perature, 99;  tongue  cleaner;  slept  well;  eats  better; 
relishes  food  ; no  albumen  ; gave  quinine. 

September  2d.  Discharged  well. 

Note. — The  previous  history  of  this  patient  was  ob- 
tained with  difficulty.  He  was  not  clear  in  his  state- 
ments about  his  “sick  headache’'  attacks  and  the  time 
he  o-ot  his  medicine,  and  therefore  whether  he  had  fever 
or  not  on  the  24th  and  26th  was  doubtful.  It  was  ascer- 
tained on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  from  other  parties 
and  from  the  agent  of  the  line,  that  he  had  been  Assist- 
ant Purser  on  the  “Florida,”  running  to  Mobile,  for  three 
weeks  previous  to  his  sickness.  The  “Florida  leg- 

ularly  between  Port  Tampa  and  Mobile,  laying  in  Mobile 
Bay  two  or  three  days  each  trip.  ^lany  of  the  crew  of 
the  “Florida”  have  experienced  malarial  attacks  this 
season,  and  had  it  been  known  that  young  Neuman  had 
been  a member  of  the  crew,  his  present  illness  might  not 
have  been  vieAved  so  seriously.  Attention  is,  however, 
invited  to  the  slow  pulse  and  moderately  high  tempera- 
ture, which  symptoms  were  not  masked  by  treatment,  and 
also 'to  the  return  to  the  abnormal,  though  not  high  tem- 
perature, after  the  effects  of  the  antipyretic  passed  oh. 
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The  pulse  was  retarded,  irregular  and  slow  before  any 
antifebrin  was  given,  and  but  one  dose  of  ten  grs.  was 
given  during  the  entire  illness. 


TAX  LEVY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  June  16, 1893. 

To  His  Excellency,  Hon.  Henry  L.  Mitchell,  Governor  of 
Florida,  Tallahassee,  Fla.: 

Dear  Sir  : — I am  requested  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  this  day  in  session,  to  state  that  after  careful  ex- 
amination we  find  that  we  will  require  a levy  of  one-half 
mill  to  enable  us  to  efficiently  carry  out  the  requirements 
of  the  law,  and  we  most  respectfully  request  that  you  order 
the  Comptroller  to  levy  the  full  amount  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Respectfully, 

W.  B.  Henderson, 
President  State  Board  of  Health. 


STATE  OF  FLORIDA EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  June  19,  1893. 

Hon.  W.  B.  Henderson,  President  State  Board  of  Health, 
Tampa,  Fla. : 

Dear  Sir  : — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  inst., 
I will  state  that  prior  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  one 
quarter  of  a mill  tax,  for  quarantine  purposes,  had  been 
ordered  and  I do  not  think  it  would  be  best  to  order  a 
change  of  the  amount  to  be  levied  now.  There  would  be 
a perfect  howl  go  up  all  over  the  State  if  the  one-half  mill 
tax  were  levied. 

Further,  with  all  due  deference  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Health  Board,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  one-quarter 
mill  tax  will  be  amply  sufficient.  The  current  expenses 
of  the  Board  for  the  past  four  years  has  averaged  $15,- 
000  per  annum  and  there  is  now  on  hand  to  the  Board’s 
credit  §23,338.99  which  will  be  increased  by  some  taxes 
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due  by  the  railroads  to  something  over  §25,000.00,  which, 
as  before  stated,  will,  in  my  judgment,  be  ample  to  meet 
the  current  expenses  for  this  yeai;.  At  least,  I earnestly 
hope  this  amount  will  be  sufficient,  because  there  is  such 
opposition  to  increasing  this  amount  that  it  will  greatly 
increase  opposition  to  our  quarantine  system.  The  popu- 
lar idea  was  to  turn  everything  over  to  the  Federal  au- 
thorities even  under  the  one-quarter- mill  tax  and  now  to 
double  that  amount  would  raise  a storm  of  opposition. 
I do  most  earnestly  trust  that  tlie  Board  will  be  able  to 
pull  through  this  season  upon  the  §25,000.00. 

Truly  yours, 

(Signed)  II.  L.  Mitchell, 

Governor. 


REPORT^-OF  COMMITTEE  OF  GULF  QUARAN- 
TINE CONFERENCE. 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consider- 
ation of  the  several  propositions  relative  to  the  regulations 
of  the  fruit  trade  during  the  quarantine  season,  beg  to 
report  as  follows : 

First.  In  order  to  secure  prompt  and  reliable  in- 
formation as  to  the  existence  of  yellow  fever  in  the  vari- 
ous ports  of  the  West  Indies  and  Central  and  South 
America,  from  which  fruit  is  shipped,  it  is  deemed  essen- 
tial that  medical  inspectors  should  be  stationed  at  said 
ports,  with  the  understanding  that  the  inspectors  stationed 
in  the  larger  towns  may  have  jurisdiction  over  smaller 
places  within  the  district. 

Second.  The  duties  of  the  inspectors  shall  be  to  re- 
port by  each  and  every  vessel,  and  if  necessary  by  cable 
when  practicable,  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  their  re- 
spective districts ; on  the  existence  of  contagious  or  in- 
fectious disease  within  the  same;  on  the  compliance  by 
vessels  with  the  regulations  issued  for  their  guidance  and 
to  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  from  time  to  time 

be  required  of  them.  . 

Third.  It  is  recommended  that  vessels  engaged  in 
this  trade  shall,  whenever  practicable,  be  manned  by  ac- 
climated crews. 
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Fourth.  In  the  absence  of  yellow  fever,  it  is  consid- 
ered unnecessary  to  place  any  restrictions  upon  the  man- 
ner of  loading  vessels  or  upon  the  character  of  cargo  car- 
ried, further  than  to  rigidly  exclude  household  effects, 
personal  baggage,  hides,  horns,  bones  and  fertilizers. 

Fifth.  After  the  discharge  of  the  cargo,  every  ves- 
sel shall  be  subjected  to  mechanical  cleansing  by  washing, 
and  afterwards  thoroughly  disinfected. 

Sixth.  In  the  event  of  yellow  fever  occurring  at 
any  fruit  port,  trade  with  that  port  may  be  continued  un- 
der the  following  additional  precautions  : 

Each  vessel  to  be  required  to  carry  a duly  accredited 
medical  officer  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  see  that  all  quar- 
antine regulations  are  strictly  carried  out.  No  member  of 
the  crew  shall  be  allowed  to  go  on  shore,  nor  any  one, 
except  an  acclimated  loading  crew,  to  come  on  board.  The 
loading  crew  to  be  kept  isolated  in  a locality  sufficiently 
remote  from  the  infected  district  and  while  on  board  the 
vessel,  to  be  kept  separate  from  the  crew.  Vessels  are 
not  to  be  allowed  to  remain  at  any  wharf  or  near  shore 
after  sunset,  but  must  anchor  in  the  open  bay  at  such 
distance  from  shore  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  medical 
officer  in  charge,  and  must  not  return  before  sunrise. 
The  cargo  carried  shall  be  restricted  to  fruit,  rubber  and 
specie.  Rubber  not  to  be  packed  in  any  textile  fabrics, 
and  specie  to  be  disinfected  by  immersion  in  boiling 
water. 

Seventh.  Should  a vessel,  having  yellow  fever  on 
board  and  carrying  a cargo  of  fruit,  arrive  at  a quarantine 
station,  the  cargo  may  be  lightered  by  acclimated  crews 
or  by  the  crew  of  the  vessel,  after  which  the  vessel  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  usual  detention  and  disinfection.  The 
clotliing  of  the  laborers  to  be  disinfected  by  steam  heat 
after  the  discharge  of  the  cargo  shall  have  been  completed. 

Eighth.  Any  vessel  engaged  in  the  fruit  trade, 
which  carries  passengers,  should  forfeit  all  special  privil- 
eges and  be  subjected  to  the  same  quarantine  restrictions 
r.s  other  vessels  carrying  passengers. 

Ninth.  Inasmuch  as  the  quarantine  laws  and  regu- 
lations of  the  United  States,  as  promulgated  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  April  4th,  1893,  are  not  in  accord 
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with  certain  of  the  foregoing  propositions,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  such  modifications  be  made  in  said  laws  as 
sliall  make  them  to  coincide  with  the  views  expressed  by 
this  conference. 

(Signed)  G.  Farkar  Patton,  M.  D. 

Jerome  Cochran,  M.  D. 

R.  AV.  Hargis,  M.  D. 


^ REPORT  OF  LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE. 

The  following  report  taken  from  the  .lournal  of  the 
Senate  is  self  explanatory  and  calls  for  no  comments : 

Senate  Chamber,  1 

Tallahassee,  Fla.,  May  2o,  1893.  / 

Hon.  W.  H.  Reynolds,  President  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  : — Your  joint  committee,  appointed  to  visit  and 
examine  the  quarantine  station  at  Mullet  Key,  beg  leave 

to  submit  the  following  report : 

AVe  took  passage  from  Port  Tampa  on  board  the  pa- 
trol steamer  Alissoe,  accompanied  by  Dr.  J.  Y.  Porter, 
State  Health  Ofiicer,  and  Hon.  AV.  B.  Henderson,  Presi- 
dent State  Board  of  Health,  and  in  about  two  and  one- 
half  hours,  landed  at  the  station,  which  is  located  about 
twenty-one  (21)  miles  southwest  of  the  port,  on  the  island 
of  Mullet  Key.  The  island  is  a government  reservation 
and  owned  by  the  United  States,  is  about  ten  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, and  is  an  excellent  location  for  the  station. 
The  building  is  situated  out  several  hundred  feet  from 
land,  where  deep  water  can  be  had  for  the  large  boats  to 
come  up.  It  is  well  made  and  strongly  braced,  and  is 
surrounded  by  sufficient  wharves,  with  a gangway  to  the 
land.  The  force  employed  there  consists  of  six  men,  be- 
sides the  efficient  sanitary  inspector,  Dr.  D.  M.  Echemen- 
dia,  who  is  a Cuban,  and  having  had  several  years  expe- 
rience in  the  management  of  sanitary  affairs  and  conta- 
gious diseases,  renders  him  a valuable  man  in  that  posi- 
tion. The  employes  are  all  acclimated,  which  is  a re- 
quirement, as  no  others  are  employed.  These  all  have 
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rooms  in  the  station  building.  All  the  necessary  para- 
phernalia for  fumigating  and  disinfecting  are  located  in 
the  building  also. 

AVearing  apparel,  bedding,  etc.,  are  disinfected  in  a 
large  steam  cylinder  which  is  heated  to  a degree  of  230°, 
the  heat  of  which  kills  all  the  germs  of  disease,  and  the 
most  delicate  articles  come  out  without  the  least  injury. 
Other  articles  are  fumigated  with  sulphur  in  a room 
almost  air  tight.  Pipes  are  also  arranged  so  that  vessels 
are  thoroughly  washed  out  with  a solution  of  proper  dis- 
infectants and  then  fumed  with  sulphur.  An  engine  and 
boiler  are  made  necessary  for  the  proper  use  of  the  above. 
The  machinery  and  apparatus  were  put  in  motion  that 
the  committee  could  see  its  practical  workings,  which  was 
done  in  a satisfactory  manner.  Everything  about  the 
building  is  neat  and  clean  and  the  business  is  carried  on 
in  a satisfactory  and  systematic  way.  Records  are  kept 
showing  name  of  vessel,  number  of  men  on  board,  where 
from,  amount  charged,  etc.  A building  with  some  six  to 
eight  rooms  is  now  in  course  of  construction,  out  on  the 
dry  land,  about  half  a mile  from  the  station,  to  be  used  as 
a hospital  in  case  of  sickness. 

As  per  Dr.  Porter’s  last  report,  the  cost  of  maintain- 
ing this  station  for  the  year  ending  May  2,  1892,  was 
§3,961.03.  Received  for  fees,  §3,642.50.  It  is  thought 
that  the  cost  of  maintaining  this  station  will  be  fully  met 
very  soon  by  fees  collected.  If  all  the  stations  on  our 
coast  were  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  State 
Health  Officer,  as  they  should  be,  the  plant  would  be 
self-sustaining  now. 

The  statipn  is  in  operation  each  year  from  May  1st 
to  November  i5th,  during  which  time  every  vessel  pass- 
ing in  from  foreign  or  suspicious  ports  is  inspected.  AVe 
find  that  the  steamer  Afissoe  was  purchased  at  a cost  of 
§5,000,  and  that  an  additional  §5,000  was  expended  on 
it  for  repairs,  making  it  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which 
it  is  used.  From  experienced  men  we  learn  that  her 
value  now  is  at  least  §20,000  which  shows  that  she  was 
purchased  at  a bargain.  From  the  best  information  we 
could  gather,  we  think  this  boat  almost  indispensable  in 
the  quarantine  service  for  the  following  reasons  : 
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The  principal  danger  points  to  be  guarded  in  summer 
are  Key  AVcst,  Punta  Gorda,  Port  lampa,  Pensacola  and 
Apalachicola.  If  the  Health  Officer  is  at  either  one  of  these 
ports  and  a vessel  with  an  epidemic  arrives  at  one  of  the 
other  ports,  it  is  necessary  that  he  sliould  have  a vessel  at 
his  command  to  go  at  once  to  tlic  threatened  jioint.  Duiing 
summer  there  are  but  two  steamers  })er  week  between 
Key  West  and  Tampa,  and  none  between  either  of  the 
other  ports.  The  delay  which  would  be  caused  if  the 
State  Health  Officer  had  no  steamer  at  his  command  miglit 
allow  yellow  fever  or  other  c].)idemic  diseases  to  enter 
one  of  our  ports  and  spread  devastation  and  death  over 
our  State.  Should  a vessel  with  yellow  fever  or  other  epi- 
demic disease  on  board  arrive  at  any  of  these  ports  a 
steamer  is  necessary  to  keep  up  communication  witli. other 
ports,  for  if  any  mode  of  transportation  be  adopted 
other  than  by  a vessel  owned  by  the  health  autliorities, 
and  duly  disinfected,  it  would  be  the  means  of  spreading 
the  disease  instead  of  checking  it.  It  may  cost  sometliing 
to  maintain  this  steamer  and  the  health  organization  or 
the  State,  but  when  the  life  and  health  of  the  pco})le  oi 
Florida  are  concerned,  we  cannot  count  the  cost,  nor  can 
we  weigh  the  benefits  in  scales  held  in  parsimonious 

hands.  . 

We  therefore  desire  to  encourage  the  hearty  and 

generous  support  of  the  people  of  the  State  in  })ropcily 
maintaining  the  health  authorities.  I he  recent  C ongies- 
sional  Committee  which  visited  Mullet  Key  pronounced 
the  station  one  of  the  most  complete  and  efficient  in  tlie 
United  States.  We  also  visited  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
and  Health  Officer  in  Jacksonville,  and  found  the  same  a 
model  of  neatness  and  system.  In  conclusion,  we  feel  free 
to  say  that,  with  the  present  efficient  State  Board  and 
the  indefatigable  and  energetic  Dr.  J.  Y.  Porter  as  State 
Health  Officer,  we  have  little  to  fear  and  much  to  hope 
for.  Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  W.  iMcI^EKAN, 
Committee  on  part  of  the  Senate. 

A.  S.  Goodbread, 

C.  L.  WiLDEll, 

Com.  on  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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The  following  gentlemen  have  been  appointed  and 
commissioned  “Agents  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,”  in 
and  for  their  respective  counties : 

Alachua  County — Dr.  R.  A.  Lancaster,  Gainesville. 
Columbia  County — Dr.  W.  R.  Chalker,  Lake  City. 
DcSoto  County — Dr.  Luby  S.  Smith,  Arcadia. 
Gadsden  County — Dr.  George  W.  Lamar,  Quincy. 
Hamilton  County — Dr.  D.  M.  Smith,  Jasper. 
Hillsborough  County — Dr.  L.  W.  Weedon,  Tampa. 
Jackson  County — Dr.  Theo.  West,  Marianna. 
Jefferson  County — Dr.  Theodore  Turnbull,  Monticello. 
Lake  County — Dr.  R.  L.  Bryans,  Leesburg. 

Leon  County — Dr.  Henry  Palmer,  Tallahassee. 

Levy  County — Dr.  R.  T.  Walker,  Cedar  Key. 
Manatee  County — Hon.  E.  i\I.  Graham,  Braiden- 
town. 

Marion  County — Dr.  W.  V.  Newsom,  Ocala. 

Monroe  County — Dr.  C.  B.  Sweeting,  Key  West. 
Nassau  County — Dr.  J.  L.  Horsey,  Fernandina. 
Orange  County — Dr.  F.  H.  Caldwell,  Sanford. 

Polk  County — Dr.  F.  M.  Wilson,  Bartow. 

Putnam  County — Dr.  G.  E.  Welch,  Palatka. 

St.  Johns  County — Dr.  Lawrence  Alexander,  St.  Au- 
gustine. 

Santa  Rosa  County — Dr.  C.  E.  McDougall,  Milton. 
Suwanee  County — Dr.  H.  F.  Airth,  Live  Oak. 
Volusia  County — Dr.  H.  K.  DuBois,  Port  Orange. 
Walton  County — Dr.  C.  A.  Landrum,  DeFuniak 
Springs. 

Washington  County — Dr.  F.  C.  Wilson,  Chipley. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  AGENTS. 

To  all  Agents  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Sir  : — As  Health  Officer  and  Agent  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  in  and  for  the  county  for  which  you 
have  been  appointed,  it  is  expected  that : 

1st.  You  will  keep  yourself  and  the  State  Board  of  ' I 
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Healtli  well  informed  of  the  general  health  and  sanitary 
condition  of  the  different  sections  of  your  county. 

2nd.  You  will  do  all  you  can  to  aid  and  promote 
the  cause  of  public  health  in  your  county. 

3rd.  You  will  be  the  Shite  Board’s  representative, 
and  as  such,  you  will  be  referred  matters  of  local  interest 
demanding  investigation  and  remedy. 

4th.  You  will  exert  your  influence  towards  having 
the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Shite  Board  of  Health 
observed. 

5th.  You  will  endeavor  to  personally  encourage  a 
sentiment  in  favor  of  vaccination  and  re-vacci nation  of 
the  inhabitants  of  your  section,  particularly  scliool  chil- 
dren and  factory  operatives. 

6th.  The  State  Board  of  Health  will  expect  from 
you  as  often,  and  in  as  full  and  detailed  a manner  as  pos- 
sible, a report  on  the  general  health,  sanitary  necessities, 
hygienic  conditions  and  like  matters,  bearing  on  the  pub- 
lic health  of  your  county. 

7th.  In  the  case  of  any  reportsof  suspicious quarantin- 
able  contagious  sickness,  you  will  at  once  investigate  the 
same  and  report,  by  wire,  to  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
or  the  State  Health  Officer,  at  Jacksonville,  Florida;  iso- 
lating the  patient  and  premises,  if  necessary,  but  on  no 
account  must  you  exercise  the  authority  of  quaiantine 
against  disease  appearing  outside  of  your  county  jurisdic- 
tion, without  the  consent  of  the  State  Health  Officer. 
Persons  recently  from  localities  declared  by  tlie  State 
Board  of  Health  to  be  infected  with  a c|uaiantinablc  con- 
tagious disease  may  be  placed  by  you  under  observance 
or  surveillance,  by  forbidding  them,  under  penalty  of 
arrest  to  leave  their  premises  or  hold  communication  with 
any  one,  except  through  or  by  your  directions,  until  the 
incubative  period  of  the  suspected  disease  has  elapsed  ; 
provided,  however,  that  persons  holding  health  certificates 
of  immunity  to  the  quarantinable  disease  against  v hicli 
restrictions  are  placed  and  also  certificates  of  proper  disin- 
fection of  clothing,  issued  by  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
its  agents,  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital  Service 
and  City  Health  officials,  will  not  be  subjected  to  deten- 
tion or  be  restricted  in  their  movements. 
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The  desirable  qualities  in  a health  officer  are  firm- 
ness, decision,  self-possession  and  good  judgment,  and 
these,  if  linked  with  kindness,  attention  and  carefulness 
in  details  of  work,  can  never  fail  to  inspire  confidence, 
without  which  a health  officer’s  work  will  be  barren  of 
good  results.  “Give  every  man  thine  ear  but  few  thy 
voice,”  is  a excellent  advice  to  a health  officer  as  it  was 
to  the  son  of  Polonius.  Pay  respectful  attention  to  all 
complaints  and  listen  to  all  rumors,  but  be  slow  to  make 
decision  before  carefully  and  calmly  weighing  all  facts. 
In  times  of  suspicious  or  epidemic  sickness,  at  home  or 
abroad,  maintain  a cool  head  and  calm  deportment.  Do 
not  yourself,  and  discourage  in  your  associates  in  health 
matters,  any  inclination  to  indulge  in  myterious  nods, 
whisperings  and  secret  meetings.  Such  a course  inspires 
distrust  instead  of  confidence,  and  alarms  the  timid  and 
nervous.  Be  frank,  truthful  and  candid  with  the  people 
and  they  will  show  their  appreciation  of  your  acts  by 
evidencing  additional  confidence  and  faith  in  your  ability 
and  authority,  and  by  attending  to  their  business  cares, 
thus  permitting  you  to  discharge  yours  without  annoying 
and  h arrassing  suggestions. 

Sanitation  and  hygiene  being  the  copartners  of  edu- 
cation, it  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  the  health  officer 
should  be  a teacher  in  this  line.  Every  opportunity 
should  be  embraced  by  you  to  impress  the  public  and  its 
servants,  county  oflJcials  and  the  town  council  with  the 
necessity  for  cleanliness  in  cities  and  the  benefits  to  indi- 
viduals and  communities  alwa^^s  resulting  from  the  ob- 
servance of  hygienic  and  sanitary  laws. 

Respectfully, 

Joseph  Y.  Porter,  M.  D., 

Health  Officer. 


MARATIME  STATISTICS  PORT  OF  FERNAN- 

DINA,  1893. 

During  the  year  1893  the  total  number  of  vessels 
entering  this  port  from  foreign  and  domestic  coastwise 
ports  were  three  hundred  and  one  (301). 

Of  the  above  number  sixty-five  (65)  were  foreign 
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steamships,  arriving  from  the  follovhng  ports,  viz : 

Swansea,  St.  Lucia,  Para,  Liverpool,  Kingston,  Jamaica, 

Hamburg,  Bermuda,  Tampico,  Los  Palmas,  Teneriffe, 

Canary  Islands,  Montreal  Canada,  Barry,  Genoa,  Bilboa, 

New  Castle,  Madeira,  St.  Domingo,  Martinique,  Caiba- 
rien,  Matanzas,  Havana  Cuba,  St.  Thomas. 

Of  these  ports  the  following  were  officially  reported 
infected  by  cholera,  viz  : Teneriffe,  Hamburg,  Liverpool, 

Genoa,  Bilboa,  and  the  following  infected  by  yellow 
fever,  viz  : Para,  Havana  and  Matanzas,  Cuba. 

in  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  steamships, 
there  also  entered  this  port  forty-six  (46)  sailing  vessels 
from  the  following  foreign  ports,  viz  : Martinique,  Bar- 

badose,  Trinidad,  Gaudeloupe,  Port  au  Spain,  Nassau,  St. 

Thomas,  Havana,  Cardenas,  Sagua  la  Grande,  Neuvitas, 
Cienfuegos,  St.  Croix,  Belize,  St.  Lucia,  Lagasyra,  Pernam- 
buco, Para,  Porto  Kico,  Savanna  la  IMar,  Bermuda,  Anti- 
gua, Los  Palmas,  Canary  Islands,  St.  Christopher. 

’ Of  these  ports  the  following  were  officially  reported  in-  a 

fected  by  yellow  fever,  viz : Para,  Pernambuco,  Cienfue-  - ^ 

gos  Havana,  Neuvitas,  Sagua  le  Grande. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  year 
1893  vessels  entered  directly  from  five  (5)  cholera  infect- 
ed ports  and  eight  (8)  yellow  fever  infected  ports,  and  out 
of  the  total  number  301  entering  the  port,  one  hundred 
and  eleven  (111)  were  from  either  infected  ports  or  ports 

suspected  as  infected.  ^ ^ ^ 

All  of  these  vessels  required  disinfection  and  tlie  usual 

detention  thereafter. 
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STATEMENT  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  OF  THE  ES- 
CAMBIA COUNTY  BOARD  OF  HEALTH,  FROM  NOV.  Ist, 

1892,  TO  NOV.  1st,  1893. 

To  Amount  on  hand ?10, 792.55 

“ Inspection  fees 5,155.00 

“ Ballast  fees 9,774.75 

“ Fumigation  fees 6,396.00 

“ Miscellaneous  fees 160.50 

“ State  Health  Officer,  (In  trust) 388.12 


By  Salary  of  President 

“ “ of  Secretary  and  Trsasurer. 

“ Per  diem  of  Members 


$32,666.92 


“ Salary  of  Attorney 

“ “ “ Three  Sanitary  Inspectors  .... 

“ “ “ Port  Inspector 

“ “ Mail  boat 

“ “ “ Other  Employes 

“ Office  rent,  telephone,  furniture  and  incid’ts 

“ Stationery,  printing  and  reports 

“ Connty  inspection  expense 

“ Postage 

“ Ditch  and  drain  laborers 

“ Garbage  burner 

“ Attorney  fees  in  suits 

“ Insurance  on  plant  and  station 

“ Tug-boat  service 

“ Telegraph  service  . 

“ Launch  fixtures  and  fuel  for  same 

“ Nurses  at  Station  Hospital 

“ Returned  fees  to  vessels 

“ Traveling  expenses 

“ Disinfecting  and  repairing  in  city 

“ Autopsies 

“ Expert  services 

“ Ass’t  Pt.  Insp.,  Dr.  W.  E.  Anderson  .... 

“ New  buildings  at  station 

“ Crib  repair  and  extension 

“ Sulphur,  $815.73;  Lime,  $240.25;  Coal,  $228.15 
“ Water,  $72;  Rations,  $1,233.25  and  Inciden- 
tals, $165.13 

Sundry  bills  for  State  Health  Officer,  (In 

trust) 

Balance  on  hand 


$1,200.00 

900.00 

114.00 

300.00 

1.955.00 

2.400.00 

478.50 
4,194.50 

607,44 

131.15 

90.25 

30.50 

901.00 

66.25 

206.00 

279.90 

201.50 
30.10 

1,668-82 

34.50 

28.50 

375.00 
598.35 

40.00 

7.00 

250.00 
2,386.05 

818.91 
1,316.53 

1,470.38 

388.12 

9,198.67 

$32,666.92 


Respectfully  submitted, 


D.  G.  Brent,  Sec.  and  Treas., 

Board  of  Health. 
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disbursements. 


Persons  to  Whom 
Paid. 

Purpose  for  Which  Paid.  j 

Sum 

Paid. 

Rush  & Marler, 
Druggists  .... 

Sulphur,  copperas,  mercury,  etc.,  for 
entire  season 

$ 153  50 

J.  D.  Rush, 

President  Board  . 

For  12  meetings  during  season  . . . 

24  00 

Jno.  G.  Ruge, 

Member  Board  . 

For  12  meetings  during  season.  . . . 

24  00 

J.  H,  Lockwood, 

Member  Board  . 

For  11  meetings  during  season  . . . 

22  00 

Jno.  G.  Ruge,  Sec. 

and  Treas  . . . 

Salary  March  1 to  Dec  .l,  9 mos.  at$10 

90  00 

Joseph  Lawrence, 
Special  Insp.  . . 

House  to  house  inspection  May  1 to 
Nov.  1,  6 mos.  at  $25 

150  00 

Thos.  Gilbert, 

Printer 

Blanks,  stationery,  etc.,  for  season  . . 

9 70 

A.  A.  Lind,  Boat- 
man   

Hire  sloop  boat  “Ellen”  and  crew 
quarantine  boat  May  1 to  Nov.  15  . 

395  50 

C.  H.  Lind,  Inspec- 
tor   

Salary  as  Port  Inspector  May  1 to 
Nov.  15,  at  $60  mo.  and  expenses  . 

390  65 

Schooner  Rambler 

and  crew  .... 

Discharge  ballast  3 ships 

180  00 

Sch’r  H.  C.  Sharit 

and  crew  .... 

Discharge  ballast  1 ship 

50  00 

11.  Ruge  & Sons  . . 

Lime  and  brushes,  etc.,  . . . . $3  70 

Stationery,  seal,  etc., 7 05 

Exchange  and  discounts,  collec- 
tion ships  drafts 13  87 

24  62 

J.  E.  Grady,  Sena- 
tor   

Telegrams,  postage,  clerks’  hire,  etc.. 
Legislative  expenses 

20  00 

M.  Lind 

Flags  for  season 

5 09 

Sch’r  “Willie  Glov- 

er”  and  crew  . . 

Special  inspection  trip  and  guards  . 

8 50 

Sloop  Alexander 

and  crew  .... 

Special  inspection  trip  and  guards  . 

10  00 

W.  A.  Lockwood  A 

Co 

Fumigating  pans,  etc 

13  95 

Wm.  McCormick  & 

est.  Mrs.  Poland  . 

Clothing  and  effects  destroyed  ... 

70  10 

A.  & M.  T.  Co  . . 

Telegrams 

10  24 

J.  D.  Rush  .... 

Special  clerical  services,  statistical  re- 
ports, etc.,  for  season 

25  00 

Total  disbursement 

j$  1,676  76 

recapitulation. 


May  10,  1893.  Balance  on  hand $1,186  64 

Receipts 1,524  53 


Til  17 

Disbursements $1,676  76 

Balance  on  hand  close  season  Nov.  15,  1893  . $1,034  41 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Franklin  County  Roard  Health, 
Apalachicola,  Fla.  By  John  G.  Ruge,  Sec.  and  Treas. 
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OPERATIONS  BOCA  GRANDE  INSPECTION  STATION  (ENTRANCE 
TO  CHARLOTTE  HARBOR)  FROM  MAY  Ist, 

1893,  TO  MARCH  31st,  1894.  


1 

r 

■'  > 

h 

O \ 

0>  1 

a • 

K)  i. 

a 

CQ 

M 

0) 

> 

— ( 
o 

6 

I-' 

u 

(1) 

M 

c 

■fi 

— 1 

w 

O 

CO 

to 

0) 

■*-( 

O 

6 

Amount  of  Tonnage. 

No.  of  Passengers. 

0) 

Q 

%-t 

o 

6 

1 

Amount  of  Fees 

Collected. 

Cost  of  Maintenance. 

1 

May  .... 

5 

* 

4,768 

* * 

81 

$20  00 

$220  00 

June  . 1 . . 

7 

* 

5,129 

t * 

149 

20  00 

219  62 

July  . \ 

6 

* 

4,951 

• • 

100 

20  00 

209  10 

1 

August  .|  . . 

4 

* 

5,259 

1 

80 

30  00 

205  09 

September . . 

8 

* 

6,846 

1 

118 

60  00 

218  87 

October  . . . 

6 

* 

3,644 

. • 

74 

45  00 

210  44 

November  . . 

10 

* 

5,965 

12 

102 

80  00 

164  10 

December  . . 

3 

* 

1,828 

* • 

37 

35  00 

50  00 

January  . . . 

4 

* 

5,176 

• * 

77 

55  00 

125  00 

February  . . 

1 

1,212 

* • 

22 

15  00 

125  00 

} 

March  .... 

6 

* 

7,943 

* « 

136 

90  00 

125  00 

Totals  . . . 

60 

* 

52,721 

14 

976 

$470  00 

$1,872  22 

^No  vessels  disinfected  at  this  station  ; 
steam  sterilizing  plants. 


all  such  sent  to  one  of  the 
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OPERATIONS  MAYPORT  INSPECTION  STATION  (mOUTH  ST. 
JOHNS  river)  august,  1893,  TO  MARCH  31st,  1894. 


No.  of  Vessels  Inspected. 

No.  Vessels  Disinfected. 

Amount  of  Tonnage. 

No.  of  Passengers. 

No.  of.  Crew. 

Amount  of  Fees 

Collected. 

Cost  of  Maintenance. 

August  . . . 

25 

* 

\ 

21,519 

256 

495 

! 

$175  00 

$ 75  00 

September  . ; 

30 

* 

25,555 

766 

091 

! 

212  50 

75  00 

October  . . . 

31 

* 

29,452 

1,423 

746 

232  50 

75  00 

November  . . 

24 

* ! 

17,509 

687 

440, 

1 < 

190  00 

52  50 

December  . . 

4 

* 

927 

i 

0 

CO 

, o . 

. 30  00 

30  00 

January  . . . 

5 

* 

Oil 

3 

! 

34- 

30  00 

30  00 

February  . . 

3 

i 

696 

0 

1 

! 20 

1 

25  00 

33  00 

March  .... 

5 

658  ! 

1 

1 

5 i 
1 

CO 

30  00 

31  50 

Totals  .... 

127 

! 

♦ 1 

97,027  ^ 

3,140  1 

2,503 

$925  00 

$402  00 

*No  vessels  disinfested  at  this  station  ; all  such  sent  to  one  of  the 
steam  sterilizing  plants. 
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UPERATIOXS  FERNANDIXA  STATION  FROM  AUGUST  1,  1893, 

TO  MARCH  31,  1894. 


► 

< 

1 

i 

Number  ot  v esseis 

Inspected. 

3 ' 
a t 

o ^ 

^ i 

L 

CO 
^ 1 

cn 

o 

c/3 

CO 

o 

> 

Amount  of 

Tonnage. 

Number  ot 

Passengers.  1 

Number  of  Crew. 

Amount  of 

Fees  Collected. 

Cost  of 

Maintenance. 

August  . ... 

20 

3 

15,486 

25 

i 

307i$  328  75 

$ 273  50 

September.  . . 

23 

6 

15,919 

1 ■ 1 

283 

' 

1 655  00 

358  98 

October  .... 

17 

3 

10,326 

1 0 

i 

i 188 

; 361  00 

i 

232  50 

November.  . . 

14 

3 

j 11,064|  2 

! 225 

{ 

! 205  00 

1 

197  50 

December  . . . 

16 

0 

! 11,604!  0 

1 236|  185  00 

156  00 

January  .... 

9 

0 

! 7,357 

1 ^ 

ij  127 

M 105  00 

i 

155  00 

February  . . . 

4 

c 

i l,52f 

|l 

i|  c 

)\  31 

40  OC 

155  00 

March 

12 

c 

)i  9,37^ 

>1  c 

J 185 

2j  155  OC 

155  00 

Total  . . . 

115|1{ 

-1 

)j  82,65: 

L l,579j$  2,189  75|$  1,683  48 

o 
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operations  state  quarantine  inspection  and  disin- 
fection STATIONS. 


Number  of 

Vessels  Inspected. 

Number  of 

Vessels  Disinfected. 

Amount  of 

Tonnage. 

Number 

of 

Passengers. 

Number  of  Crew. 

Amount  of 

Fees 

Collected. 

Cost  of 

Maintenance. 

Mullet  Key*  . 

284 

1 

88 

158,439 

2,733 

5,888 

$ 5,052  50 

$ 4,641  73 

Boca  Grande  * 

60 

52,751 

976 

14 

470  00 

1,872  22 

Mayport  t . . 

127 

** 

i 

97,027 

3,140 

2,503 

925  00 

402  00 

Key  West  J . 

314 

** 

190,204 

6,854 

8,216 

1,976  75 

1,285  13 

Feriiandinat  . 

115 

15 

82,653 

31 

1,579 

2,189  75 

1,683  48 

Total  . . . 

900 

1 

103^ 

581,074! 

13,734 

18,20ol 

$10,614  00 

$ 9,884  56 

* This  is  exhibit  of  operations  from  May  1,  1893,  to  March  31, 
1894. 


t This  is  statement  of  operations  from  August  1,  1893,  to  March 
31,  1894. 

No  vessels  disinfected  at  these  stations;  all  such  sent  to  one 
of  the  steam  disinfecting  plants. 
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OPERATIONS  MULLET  KEY  STATION,  FROM  MAY  1st,  1893, 


OPERATIONS 


KEY  WEST  QUARANTINE  STATION,  AUGUST  Ist, 

1893  TO  MARCH  31st,  1894, 


1 

1 

f 

t. 

l' 

( 

i 

1 

Number  of  Vessels 

Inspected,  j 

— ’1' - 'W—V  • /*  1 _ 1 

d 

CJ 

« 

o> 

tn 

— 1 

OQ 

a 

CD 

cc  . 
o 

6 

Amount  of 

Tonnage. 

No.  of  Passengers. 

No.  of  Crew. 

1 

Amount  of  fees  Collected. 

Cost  of  Maintenance. 

August . . . . , 

45 

* 

33,595 

1,080 

1,432  1 

$125  25 

$ 160  00 

September  . . ' 

46 

38,867 

! 1,120 

1,603 

182  25 

160  00 

October.  . . . 

1 41 

* 

29,762 

934 

1,023 

, 289  00 

160  00 

November . . . 

31 

1 

19,823 

863 

947 

310  25 

160  00 

December  . . . 

1 

23 

14,321 

557 

668 

222  25 

160  00 

January  .... 

1 

; 25 

* 

14,938 

599 

728 

255  00 

165  13 

February . . . 

i 28 

18,642 

727 

802 

290  00 

160  00 

March.  . . . • 

. 35 

* 

20,256 

976 

1,013 

302  75 

160  00 

Totals  .... 

! 314 

* 

190,204 

6,854 

8,216 

$1,976  15 

$1,285  13 

*No  vessels  disinfected  at  tins  swuuii, 
infecting  plants  at  Tortiigas  or  ^^lullet  Key. 


1 


'' 

w 'i  >' 

i . 


1 

t: 

CD  Q. 

r-H 

c 

cfl  a 
!»  C 
0)  a 
C 

o 

G) 

s 

^ w 

No.  Vessels  Disinfected.  \ 

Amount  of  i 

Tonnage. 

No.  of  Passengers. 

No.  of  Crew. 

Amount  of  fees  Collected. 

Cost  of  Maintenance. 

May 

( 

' 40 

14 

20,221 

596 

879 

$1,956  00 

$529  67 

June  . . . . , 

39 

16 

18,223 

571 

889 

696  50 

521  42 

July 

40 

13 

22,299 

392 

950 

450  00 

523  98 

August .... 

42 

11 

25,628 

315 

910 

317  50  1 

512  98 

September . . 1 

41 

10 

15,630 

253 

713 

342  50 

487  30 

October  . . . . ! 

43 

17 

23,486 

323 

868 

682  50 

483  40 

November  . . j 

1' 

17 

7 

9,931 

212 

393 

327  50 

548  67 

December.  . .| 

4 

0 

3,113 

0 

37 

40  00 

257  00 

January  ... 

3 

0 

2,418 

19 

55 

35  00 

255  00 

February  . . 

7 

0 

7,658 

0 

0 

95  00 

260  31 

March  .... 

8 

0 

9,832 

53 

194 

110  00 

262  00 

Total,  . . . 12 

!84 

88 

158,439 

2,733 

5,888 

$5,052  50 

$4,641  73 

r 


i 


'ifj 
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AGES  OF  DECEDENTS,  1893. 


White 

Colored 

1 

! Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 year 

221 

189 

166 

144 

720 

Between  1 and  5 years  . . . 

90 

92 

50 

50 

288 

“ 5 “ 10  “ . . . . 

33 

40 

23 

17 

133 

“ 10  “ 15  “ .... 

35 

20 

12 

20 

87 

“ 15  “ 20  “ .... 

33 

44 

29 

27 

133 

“ 20  “ 25  “ .... 

72 

60 

61 

56 

249 

“ 25  “ 30  “ .... 

51 

58 

44 

32 

185 

“ 30  “ 40  “ 

116 

81 

86 

69 

352 

“ 40  “ 50  “ 

96 

72 

48 

^4 

260 

“ 50  “ 60  “ .... 

94 

73 

48 

27 

242 

“ 60  “ 70  “ .... 

81 

88 

41 

33 

243 

“ 70  “ 80  “ 

77 

46 

27 

22 

172 

“ 80  90  “ .... 

31 

23 

15 

i 

13 

82 

“ 90  “ 100  “ .... 

3 

1 

2 

5 

11 

II 

Over  100  years 

1 

3 

4 

Not  stated 

29 

25 

10 

14  jj 

78 

Total 

1,068 

912 

663 

576  1 

y 

3,219 

Average  age  White  decedents,  . 

“ Colored  “ 

Total  average  age  of  decedents,  . 


30.13. 

26.71. 

28,42. 


I 

I 


» 

t 

I 

I 
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Appendix. 


BIRTH  RATES. 


BIRTHS — 1893. 


White. 

Colored 

Total 

M 

F. 

1 1 

M 

F 

Legitimate 

1,659 

15 

1 1,451 
9 

707 

26 

612 

48 

4,429 

98 

j 1,674 

1,460 

733 

660 

4,527 

0'\ 


1891  ■ 

1892 

1893 

Total 

1 

January  

15.33  1 

il 

■| 

15.73 

15.39 

ii 

15.48 

i 

February  

13.49 

12.14 

13.13 

1 

12.92 

16.81 

15.07 

13.68  ' 

' 15.18  1 

14.60 

16.82 

11.44 

14.31 

11.66 

14.95 

12.02 

1 

12.87 

■ 

15.93 

12.87 

12.49  1 

1 

1 13.76 

14.39 

14.62 

1 

11.67 

13.56 

15.93 

18.34 

11.17 

I 

j 15.14  A ^ 

16.69 

1 15.57 

15.21  1 

l|  15.82 

11.08 

15.62 

16.09  1 

!1  14.26  j 

13.46 

17.45 

15.72 

1 15.54 

17.11 

15.96 

16.18 

I 16.41 

I I 

Whole  Year 

14.72 

i 15.42 

13.68 

, 14.61 

i 
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MORTALITY  OF  TWELVE  DISEASES  OF  SPECIAL  SIGNIFICANCE 

CLASSIFIED  BY  MONTHS. 


1893. 

January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

August. 

September. 

October.  j 

November. 

December.  | 

Total. 

Consumption j 

35 

33 

, 

38 

33 

*33 

i 

19 

13 

3o| 

29 

38 

47 

37 

385 

Cholera  Infantum 

2 

3 

4 

11 

13 

16 

3 

131 

4 

8 

5 

5 

87 

Diarrhoea 

3 

3 

8 

10 

9 

12 

5 

14 

4 

3 

5 

7 

83 

Diphtheria 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

oj 

i 

0 

i 

1 

1 

0 

1 5 

Fever  (Malarial) 

5 

7 

11 

13 

10 

9 

27 

33 

'20 

23 

16 

7 

183 

Fever  (Typhoid) 

6 

5 

3 

5 

8 

3 

15 

11 

6 

12 

6 

3 

87 

Heart  Disease 

11 

11 

13 

9 

6 

5 

8 

14 

14 

17 

17 

10 

129 

Marasmus 

5 

1 

2 

5 

13 

5 

6 

4! 

4: 

5 

6 

3 

59 

Measles 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Lo 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Meningitis 

5 

7 

4 

1 

6 

1 

8 

0 

8 

6 

6 

3 

5 

3 

61 

Pneumonia 

23 

18 

17 

14 

7 

3 

1 

3 

2 

5 

24 

|45 

162 

Small  Pox* 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

*This  case  was  discussed  in  the  Fourth  Annual  Report. 


DEATHS — 1893. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

White 

1,068 

912 

i 1,980 

Colored 

663 

576 

1 1,239 

1 

Total 

1,731 

1,488 

1 3,219 

112 
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Orange po 

Osceola ‘ 

Polk 

Putnam ^ i?. 

St.  Johns 

Santa  Rosa 

104 

Taylor • • • 

Volusia A 

Wakulla „,■ 

Walton to 

Washington 

Jacksonville^ ’^n 

Pensacola* 


Deaths. 

147 

<) 


State  Board  of  Health.  1 

births,  marriages  ANT)  DEATHS  IX  THE  FORTY-FIVE  COUX- 

TlliS  OF  THE  STATE  OF  FBORIDA  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Births.  ‘^rarl■iages.  Deaths. 

it-1  159 

Alachua 27  9 

Bradford 'Iq  27 

Calhoun ^ 21  10 

Citrus .->q  14 

Clay  ■ ■. los  13.5 

Dade 1®  0-  in 

pnSoto ®®  43I  21 

•.  : 107  238  87 

Escambia* 50 

Franklin 

Gadsden 34 

Hamilton 9q  17 

Hernando o5--  199 

Hillsborough 44  5 

Holmes “ 435  39 

Jackson 93  37 

Jefferson 3q  14 

Dafayette iir  89 

Lake 2o  10  ‘ 1“^ 

54  147 

80  04 

Bevy ^ 48  1 

Liberty ow  58  39 

Madison 29  20 

278  1^“^ 

^lai  ion 0^3  *^41  ^ 

‘ ‘ 74  ”57  o4 

Nassau iaa  1.33 


Totals 


4,067 


14 

35 

14 

77 

41 

1 

39 

20 

104 

487 

54 

133 

28 

14 

04 

78 

52 

43 

10 

47 

17 
89 

1 

18 
14 

540 

255 

3,219 
of  Jack- 


the  headiuss  “Jacksonville’  and  ‘ Pensacola. 

8 b h 
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Appendix. 


POPULATION  OF  COUNTIES. 


Alachua* 22,934 

Baker 3f  3 

Bradford  ....  • • • 

Brevard 

Calhoun 

Citrus 

5,lo4 

Columbia*  ; 12.8J.; 

Dade 8»‘ 

TlpSoto*  4,4U4 

I)uval.  : 20,800 

Escambia “S’qaq  I 

Franklin 

Gadsden* 

Hamilton* 

Hernando n!V 

Hillsboro* oop 

Holmes  . 

Jackson* |r’— ^ 

Jefferson* pop 

Lafayette 

Lake • • , 

Lee  1,414 

Leon*‘.  ■ 1V52 


Levy* 

hil^erty Mo- 

Madison 

Manatee*  ....,-  • • • 

IMarion* “I  o’ -op 

Monroe* 

Nassau* “o  i 

Orange* 

Osceola o m 

Pasco 

Polk* 

Putnam* c’iio 

St.  Johns* 

Santa  Rosa* 7,901 

Smvanee* ^2’’ioo 

Taylor 2.2. 

Volusia* 

J;. 

Walton 

AVashingtoii* (),4_0 

The  State 391,422 


*Tbe  State  Board  of  He.-iUh  has  an  Agent  in  the  Counties  marked 
with  the  asterisk.  (*) 
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Abortion U 1 ••  ■•  • 

Abcess  (Cerebral) 

Abscess  (Liver) 

Abscess  (Lun^s) 

Abscess  (Pelvic) 

Abscess  (Not  stated) 

Accident  (Not  stat’d) 

Alcoholism 

Anaemia 

Aneurism  . ^ ° 

Angina  Pectoris 

Aphtha ••  ••  • •;•  • 
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